233
Minutes of Bunny Parish Council Annual Meeting -

May 2026

Attendees: Cllr Stubbs, Cllr Beckford, Cllr Webb, Cllr Featherstone, Cllr Berridge, Cllr Cannon,
Cllr Farrow

1. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair
Cllr Stubbs was elected Chair, proposed by Cllr Farrow and seconded by Cllr Berridge.

Cllr Beckford was elected Vice-Chair, proposed by Cllr Cannon and seconded by Clir Stubbs.

2. Apologies and Acceptances Received
Cllr Brown, Cllr Cotterrill, Cllr Barrett

3. Approval of the Previous Meeting Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted in full.

4. Declarations of Interest
Cllr Beckford declared an interest in planning application 26/00816/VAR.

5. Public Open Forum

Julie, the Village Hall Coordinator, asked whether the hall could be offered at a reduced rate for
a charity organisation booking. The majority of the council agreed that this request could not be
accommodated, noting that the Village Hall is funded through public funds from the precept.

Julie also asked whether the Parish Council would support a community tea and cake eventin
June. The council agreed in principle and noted that it would provide a good opportunity to
distribute the Chair's and Clerk's reports for the year. Further planning and costings will be
brought to the next meeting.

6. Bunny Energy Committee

There was no meeting this month. A meeting is expected in June, when a representative from
Hockerton Parish Council will attend to explain its work on green energy for the village of
Hockerton.

7. County and Borough Reports

No reports were received.
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8. Correspondence

Cllr Featherstone requested the purchase of an asbestos testing kit. This was refused by the
council, which considered that it was not necessary.

9. Clerk's Report

Work relating to the defibrillator and electricity supply is still ongoing and appears to be a larger
issue than first expected. The Clerk will seek support for the purchase of a new solar-powered
defibrillator if grant funding can be obtained from either Cllr Matthews or the East Midlands
Community Fund.

The matter of the kissing gate has been explored further. The Parish Council can pay for the
installation of a new gate. Advice from Footpaths confirmed that the tenant will be responsible
for the new stile and that no Highways permission is required. A contractor contact has also
been provided, and the Clerk will obtain a quote and speak to the tenant concerned.

The Clerk has renewed the insurance and confirmed that both the Village Green and the
allotment field are covered by public liability insurance. The allotment field currently has items
belonging to a neighbouring property on it, and the Clerk will write to request their removal. Old
children's play items placed there by members of the public will also be removed.

10. Finance

Account payments were distributed and approved in full. The Clerk also advised that Vertas has
increased the grass-cutting contract by £12.08 without written correspondence, and has written
to request clarification.

A request was received from Friends of Bunny School for a donation towards the Bunny Bash,
the school's main annual fundraising event. The council rejected the request on the basis that
public money cannot be used to support paid events. The Clerk suggested that parish
councillors could, in a personal capacity, donate a raffle prize to the school.

The insurance renewal has been paid, in line with the previously agreed two-year contract.

The AGAR was not returned by the accountant in time and will therefore be signed off at the next
meeting in June.

11. Lengthsman Scheme

The Clerk presented Rushcliffe Borough Council's proposals for a village lengthsman scheme.
An annual grant of £1,150 is available from Rushcliffe, which can be used to pay a contractor to
carry out various tasks. The council agreed that the Clerk should gather further information and
pursue the matter.
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12. Planning Applications

26/00816/VAR - Variation to Moor Farm buildings: Members felt that insufficient time had
been available to review the documents fully. The council will consider the application further.

26/00773/FUL - Extension at 56 Loughborough Road: No objections were raised.

13. Community, Environment and Highways

Air pollution report: Cllr Farrow presented a detailed report on the pollution levels recorded by
the village pollution monitor. Some of the results were concerning, although there is not yet
enough data to draw firm conclusions. Cllr Farrow will write to Rushcliffe environmental officers

and share the report to set out the council's concerns.

14. Items and Date of Next Meeting

Date of next meeting: 18th June

AGAR sign-off

Bunny Bulletin

Wishlist spending

Dumping of rubbish at the old football field
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