BUNNY PARISH COUNCIL
Annual Parish Meeting 2024
16" April 2024

Chairmans Report

National celebration of the Coronation of King Charles Ill took place up and down the country in
May 2023. The Bunny community came together with their family and friends to celebrate the
Coronation on the village green with a picnic and a party which included a band. So many
people helped to make this a memorable happy event, organising village decorations with the
Union Jack bunting, balloons, flowers, and the royal bunnies display. On the day we had a Bunny
rabbit attending the picnic and a large royal cake for the village to enjoy. It was a warm sunny
day, many families watched the children having fun with toys on the village green whilst enjoying
their picnic food and we also had the arrival of an ice cream van. A memorable day for all the
families.

| would like to mention thank you to a few people who | missed on my last Chairmans report; a
big thank you to Mr Mike Elliot for his 35 year service as a clerk to Bunny Parish Council and to
his secretary Jayne Thompson. Mrs Linda Price our Parish Clerk is in her second year in her
post and maintains the smooth running of Council operations. Thank you to Cllr Nigel Sutton for
being the Chairman of the Parish in the year 2021 and also his previous Parish Councillor role,
he continues to help in the village with his electrical knowledge. Thank you to Mr Michael
Brough for being the cleaner for the village hall for the last 16 years.

Due to the continued cost of living crises the Parish has experienced ongoing financial
pressures with many bills rising and the Council has decided to increase the precept by 5% to
try and close the gap between expenditure and income but unfortunately we are still in deficit by
around £4500. This deficit has been met by previous Covid19 financial help as well as rent from
the village hall. The income from the lease of the village hall to Bunny Primary School helped
the Council establish a good financial position which will allow us to have a positive reserve for
future projects as well as funds to meet the deficit in our budget.

Future projects, we would like to hear the community views to see which area of the village
require improving. This can be suggestions such as further improvements to the village hall
flooring, an accessible toilet for residence, new signage for the entrances of the village, a car
park, notice board for the centre of the village, an emblem /flag, planting for the village green
and many other potential projects. Please speak to any councillor or attend our public session
at our monthly Parish Council meeting to share your thoughts.

This year in April we held an open informal meeting with Johnson Aggregates regarding the
recent planning application for doubling the quantity of the IBA process and extension to
operational times. 50 members of the community attended and it was clear from the public that
they were discontented with the air pollutants, dust, and the fast speeding lorries from the



Johnson Aggregates operations. They felt these issues continue and have not been addressed
by the company. Also, the inadequacy of the air quality report was challenged which was
submitted as part of the planning documents. Johnson Aggregate has offered some financial
help towards community projects and further open public meetings in the future to maintain
contact with the village community.

Other planning in place which was rejected by the Council has been the 110 dwellings on the
Old Brickyard site due to the size of the development and pressure to the existing village
infrastructure. The Council questioned the existence of the new blue bridge and agricultural
building at Riverside Farm as this appeared to be a permanent structure without planning
permission. The large solar farm, Exagen, Old Wood Energy Park was also rejected due to the
size of the current project proposal.

Bunny Energy Solutions working group continues to consider new ideas in conjunction with
local government to meet the CO2 targets set by Rushcliffe Borough Council. The group and
many villagers support solar farm as a renewable energy solution and are keen to explore further
ideas to implement suitable projects in the future. The full report is available on the website.

Highway and floods, under Parish Councilinstruction we have asked Seven Trent and VIA to
investigate the flooding issues in the village, which included a blockage that was identified on
the A60 Loughbrough road. The village has experienced a marked increase of flood water on the
A60 in recent years and now with the clearing of the drains by Via and Seven Trent on the main
A60 road this issue appears to have been resolved as no further flooding occurred during the
last large downpour. We still have issues on Moor Lane with rainwater drainage but this is a
water engineering issue and still requires resolving.

The village hall has two new contractors attending to the bookings and care-taking of the village
hall. We welcome Mrs Julie Rutter and Mrs Stella Aldred who have taken on this combined role.
A new cooker has been installed following a £1000 donation from East Midlands Airport toward
the cooker, and new doors are now in place in the village hall replacing the old. With the
continual modernisation we are attracting more party bookings as well as regular classes, and
Bunny Primary School continues to hire the hall which includes use as their classroom for Sats
week.

We welcomed four new members to the Councilin the last year; Cllr John Berridge, Cllr lan
Barett, Cllr Dave Farrow, and Cllr Jak Cotterill. We now have a full compliment of Parish
Councillors.

| would like to thank our Parish Council members for their time given to the community to
maintain smooth operation of the village with help from Linda our Parish Clerk. We continue to
work as ateam to serve our village and we welcome any ideas and feedback to improve further
your community. Thank you to all the volunteers who work behind the scenes to make our
village a wonderful place to live.

Izumi Featherstone

Chairman of Bunny Parish Council.



Financial Report 23/24

The account balance at Natwest on the 1/4/2024 was £39471.78cr. (with an autotransfer of
£50) against a starting balance of £24251.27cr on 31/3/2023.With this automatic transfer on the
account the interest earned by the council was £643.32. Although this is a good balance, we
have to take in consideration that it also covers our reserves. In good practice this should be
between Y2 and a 1/3 of our precept. Our precept last year was £24750.

This year the income was £48975.25 (including precept) with a large portion of this coming from
the school who rented the hall out for around 4 months due to it being sadly being flooded. The
comments from the school, children and parents were really positive and they enjoyed being
able to work in the Village Hall.

Income included -

Grants £1650 ( £1000 towards the new ovens Eastmids Airport community fund, £400 from
Kitkat, and £250 from Rushcliffe

Interest received from NatWest £643.32
Village Hall Income £18439.23

Otherincome came from a refund in insurance from Bunny and Bradmore trustees, allotment
fee, and compensation from NatWest, for a mistake they made, of £100.

With this extra income this year, the Parish Council has also reduced hire rates for the Village
Hall for residents. Please think about the Hall if you want to make a booking for a venue or party
The village hall provides a space for community engagement and social beneficial factors
for all our community. Without the school this year the Village Hall would run at a loss,
and this is how the precept helps towards keeping the Village Hall running. We also still
hold Covid funds from the Government of £4960 to offset towards village hall bookings.

Total expenditure for the year was £33755.04.
Outgoings included -

Costs of running the village hall and equipment £18761 (including ovens, toilet refresh, Henry
Hoover, and maintaining health and safety standards, cleaning, power and water)

Allotments subsidy £250

Bunny Bulletin £720

New Picnic Bench with disabled access. £1000 (400 grant used from Kitkat)

Coronation village party £762.53 (grant from Rushcliffe 250)

Ground care £5160 including the tree survey and work that was required, and grass cut.
Staff Costs £5553 (although going forward there is only the clerk employed by the council.

Insurance £1423.91 (both public liability and half of buildings insurance paid to Band B trust.

This year in budget the council has also put aside some funds for community projects and to
support BIG (Bunny Improvement Group) in all they do voluntarily for the village.



The Parish Council Accounts have gone to the local accountant for sign off before submitting to
PKF Accountants. Once these are approved shortly you will be able to see the documents on
our village website under transparency documents.

Finally, please feel free to contact the clerk with any questions, and also if you would like to
suggest any projects that would enhance the village of Bunny, which they will put to the council.

Linda Price

clerk@bunny.parish.email
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