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? Vineyard Tour and Wine Tast ing
? Tour and tasting gift  packages from £25
? Celebrate: birthday, anniversary, wedding, hen-do
? Tradit ional method vegan English Sparkling Wine
? Still White, Rosé, Cherry & Mead plus our new Red wine
? 5k Charity Wine Run – Sunday 19th May 2024
? Craft Fair – Sunday 7th July 2024
? Open 11am-4pm Fri-Sun

? Café bar now closed for the winter, reopens May ‘24
? Wine shop open all year
? DIY vineyard trail and wine tasting at your leisure, all year

Rural Antics Art, Craft and Skills Workshops

Hanwell Wine Estate, Hickling Pastures, South Notts, LE14 3QG
hello@hanwellwine.co.uk Tel: 01949 81393

M
ar

Botanical silver clay, Quentin Blake style
illustration, Acrylic landscape painting, Earring
making, Photography, Marquetry, Glass
painting, Gel plate printing…

Ap
r

Vincent Van Gogh inspired art workshop, Bookbinding,
Watercolour gift card, Stacking ring, Quentin Blake style
illustration, Macrame bottle bag, Glass plaque or bowl,
Willow weaving…

M
ay

Charcoal still life drawing, Creative writ ing, Stained glass
mosaic, Felt flowers, Willow weaving, Photography walk…

Full details and bookings www.hanwellwine.co.uk

Award-winning English wine from
Not tinghamshire family vineyards est .1975
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To advertise, please contact Chris on cjeanb@hotmail.com
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown 36 Main Street 9211791

Disclaimer :Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not

Readers Please Note: The articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for
circulation to the residents of Bunny Village and for others by
subscription only .

Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul 148 Loughborough Road 9845172

Editor:Christopher Paul 148 Loughborough Road 9845172

Bunny Bulletin Committee:

to edit material as and when it is considered appropriate.
necessarily those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right
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REMEMBER

Clocks  go on one hour at 2 o’clock  Sunday morning
March 31st to British Summer Time



EDITORIAL
The front cover is. of course, our
noble benefactor, the Wrestling
Baronet, Sir Thomas Parkyns, as
he would like to be remembered.
It is his Memorial that he de-
signed himself and had placed in
the chancel of St Mary’s.
Whether it is covered by the new
legislation preventing the climb-
ing on war memorials for politi-
cal purposes, I do not know, but it is likely to fall on anyone who
tries.

The Bradmore Spire room has not been a popular meeting place
since the Men’s Institute left it, the Methodists’ Community Hall
being far more comfortable, except for those who insist on alco-
hol at their meetings. Now the Spire is totally out of commission
until the ceiling is repaired and roof rain-proofed.

The delay in distributing last month’s issue was all my fault. In-
stead of e-mailing the PDF to the Printer, I inadvertently sent two
to our Website manager. He complained, but by then I had tele-
phoned the Printer to say:”Where is it?” and she had promised a
fast turn around when I at last sent it. I can congratulate her on
breaking her previous record.

Dave Farrow has contacted me about Johnsons requesting licence
to extend their operations to twice their present allowed capacity.
I think that the A60 already carries too much traffic. For
sympathy contact davefarrow0107@gmail.com.
/ Christopher
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BUNNY VILLAGE SOCIAL EVENING
COME AND JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF

CHAT AND MUSIC IN BUNNY VILLAGE HALL

Saturday April 6th 2024

7.30PM TO 10.00PM

THE EVENING IS A CHANCE TO
JOIN FRIENDS OR MAKE NEW
FRIENDS IN A RELAXED AND

FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE, TO CHAT,
LISTEN TO MUSIC, JOIN IN ON THE

QUIZ, A GAME OF DARTS AND CASH
PRIZE BINGO OR EVEN DANCE,

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.

BRING YOUR OWN TIPPLE, A GLASS AND A PICNIC IF

All over 15 years of age
welcome

£3 including nibbles.
Unwanted raffle prizes

welcome



NORBURY NATTERS
CODE CONSULTATION
Most people have views about what they believe to be
acceptable designs for building. Well you now have an
opportunity to let the planners know what you think. Details
of a consultation exercise on the Design Code are on the
Rushcliffe website

WOOD WOES
Another Rushcliffe consultation is on the restriction covering
the burning of wood. This currently only covers the main
urban area of the Borough , but the intention is to extend
this to the whole Borough. Again details are on the
Rushcliffe website.

BUS/BIKE BAFFLEMENT
From time to time a black bike appears parked alongside the
south side Albert Road bus shelter. Presumably the owner
has left it there to board the no 9 and has faith that it will not
be stolen. Possible reasons for its presence, ideally from the
owner would be welcome.

BIG
Last month’s BB  featured a photo of people on community
service in Hi Viz jackets picking up litter . It needs to be
stressed that these were not our very own BIG members
whose community service in the village continues to be
given without their having committed a crime.

BOTTLE BALL
We continue to collect plastic tops for supporting the Dove
Hospice. On sorting and weighing we sometimes find
unacceptable objects. Recently we acquired a red and yellow
dog ball which is available for reclaim if your dog can meet
the approval of our cat Corny.
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BUNNY PARISH COUNCIL
Draft Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village
Hall on Thursday 18th January
Chair Cllr. Featherstone, Vice Chair Cllr .Beckford, Cllr.Berridge, Cllr. Stubbs, Cllr
Cannon, Cllr Edyvean                                                  Clerk Linda Price
1.Apologies for Absences Received
Cllr Adair, Cllr. Barrett, Cllr. Webb. All gave their apologies and was accepted by the
councillors in full.
2.Declarations of Interest None
3.Acceptance of Minutes from December Meeting
Previously circulated on email . It was amended to add that in finance it should say ‘end
of financial year not ‘end of the year’. Accepted by all councillors. Duly signed.
4. Public Comments
None attended, however a request was made to Cllr. Berridge regarding the emergency
lighting shining into properties. The clerk will look into this and see what we can do.
5. County and Borough Report
Cllr Edyvean spoke to the council about a recent report from ‘the corporate peer review
challenge’ that showed the council is well run and on track to meet its objectives.
Cllr Edyvean asked that we could discuss ‘environment and planning’ higher up the
agenda as there were comments he needed to make.
6. Correspondence
South Notts Community Group minutes were circulated. Nothing to comment on.
NALC January newsletter was also circulated, and nothing was commented on.
An email was received from our MP Ruth Edwards offering flooding help for Rushcliffe
residents and business. This can be found on Rushcliffe website. A presentation was also
sent by Nottinghamshire County Council regarding the response to flooding. To discuss
under flooding/environment. Cllr. Berridge sent a flood report regarding Moor Lane.
Again, to discuss under environment.
A complaint was received from a member if the public regarding the path through the
allotment. The council will forward to the Allotment Committee to discuss further. It was
also pointed out that people were walking on the allotments as it had been very muddy.
The parish council would just ask the community to be mindful of where to walk.
An email was also sent received from Johnson Recycling which will be discussed under
planning.
7. Matters arising and clerks report
Any items were discussed under the headings of finance and environment.
8. Finance The usual Accounts Payable and bank statements were circulated to the
councillors and accepted in full.
Other bills were –
£79.60 Amazon – new star for church at Xmas.
£139.66 Amazon – new Henry Hoover
£1598.00 Bunny Appliance Warehouse – new ovens (£1000 grant to be received from
EastMids Airport Community Fund).
£274.16 Octopus Energy.
All agreed and accepted in full.
An invoice was received from ADT for Emergency lights and Fire alarm service. Agreed.
.



9.Precept and Budget
The papers for the budget next year and precept increase estimates were circulated prior to
the meeting. To continue to provide the services in the Village it was suggested that 8.2%
increase to our precept would be needed. This was due to rising costs and inflation. A robust
discussion was had, and it was agreed that we would use some of our reserves to run next
year and a 5% increase on the precept was agreed in full by all the councillors.
10. Village Hall
It was agreed in full that the costs to the community groups of Lunch Bunch and Bunny
Social which are open to every member of the community in Bunny would receive free
sessions on hall rental. This was to cover the 6months that they could not use the hall due to
the school being in situ. Lunch Bunch were awarded 6 free sessions and Bunny Social 3 free
sessions. The funds received from the school rental of the Village Hall would help to fund
this and agreed in full by the council. Rental fees would be discussed in another meeting.
Items requested for the village hall (toilet roll holders, soap dispensers, new baby changing
unit) agreed in full for the clerk to purchase. The clerk was to write to a local handman for
the quote to fit these items, and also to clean the lights that are high up.

11.Community To discuss at a later meeting due to time constraints.
12. Rushcliffe Planning Applications

*discussed earlier so Cllr. Edyvean could attend discussion.
23/02243/Ful – Woodlands Bunny Hill, demolish and rebuild. No comment
23/02353 Ful and 23/02098 Ful- Fairham Brook Lane . OBJECTED (as previously)
22/02311 Appeal – Houses at Hillside Farm Bunny- Nothing further to add.
22/00303 Ful – Solar Farm Highfields Farm. Approved prev, amendment No comment
23/00053 Ful –Agricultural Barn Fairholme Farm – No Comment
23/02078 Ful -Bunny Garage Forecourt – No Comment
An email was received from Johnsons Aggregates regarding changes to their planning. They
have asked if the council would like a public meeting to discuss and the councillors were in
full agreement. The clerk will respond.
13. Highways and Environment
*moved to higher in the agenda for Cllr. Edyvean to be present.
All the councillors were extremely concerned with regard to the recent flooding. No houses
were damaged in Bunny however Moor Lane were particularly badly affected with raw
sewerage bubbling up through the drains. This was reported to STWA and VIA on the last
few times it has happened by the clerk and residents.
A report of the situation was given to us by Cllr. Berridge who resides on Moor Lane. He
said a road sweeper had been dispatched by the council and through good intentions had
made the situation worse as the mud and debris left had been swept into the drains, and so
consequently were blocked again. The clerk was to contact the council and ask for the drains
to be cleaned.
Secondly STWA attended Moor Lane and put a camera into the drain. They could see that a
very large blockage was on the A60 almost opposite the Village Hall. They reported this as
urgent but because of traffic management, highways would have to give permission for the
drains to be pumped. The clerk was to ask what was happening to alleviate this problem.
Cllr. Edyvean asked the clerk to write to himself, Cllr Adair. Photos of broken drains and
damaged footpaths were to be sent also, along with being reported to the correct
departments.
The clerk will look into Trent Valley Drainage Board and see if they can help in anyway.
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14. Bunny Energy Group
We achieved our objectives in
publicising the Home Energy Action
Team workshop to take place on
Saturday 20th January at 10.30 in St
Mary’s Church.
The Workshop was publicised on
Bunny Facebook page in December.
In the January Bunny Bulletin,
delivered to homes before Christmas,
we explained the work of B.E.S.W.G.
we publicised the workshop and we
published an article by H.E.A.T.
Additionally we delivered a leaflet to
every home.
The Headteacher of Bunny Primary
School mentioned the workshop in
her weekly memo to parents and
Penny Wakefield mentioned the
workshop in her memo to church
users.
Additionally we were able to arrange
for a demonstration vehicle to park
close to the church.
We are hopeful we will get a good
attendance  which will be reported to
the January meeting of the Parish
Council.
15. Items for next agenda
Costed list of projects for looking at
by the council to discuss using a
portion of the reserves.
Community.
Bunny Energy Group
Rental charges and role for caretaker
at the Village Hall.
Financial regulations and standing
orders.
Next meeting of the Parish Council -
15th February 2024 at 7pm
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Dear Christopher,
  We are delighted to share exciting news about our new enhanced service Restorative
Nottinghamshire, a team working closely with the Office of the Police and Crime
Commissioner for Nottinghamshire and our local probation services.
  At Restorative Nottinghamshire, we're all about making our neighbourhoods happier
and safer. If someone in our community has been through a tough time due to a crime or
conflict and is seeking answers or peace of mind, we're here to help.
  Here's what we're offering:
Healing Conversations: Restorative Justice is at the heart of what we do. It's a
voluntary process where our trained professionals set up safe communication
opportunities for those harmed by crime or conflict and those responsible for the harm
caused.

Why Take Part: Restorative Justice provides an opportunity to express the harm or
impact caused by what happened, seek answers to lingering questions, hear from the
person responsible, and find a way to move forward.

Full Support: No one should go through this alone. We're committed to providing
extra support whenever needed, ensuring our community members have the resources to
heal and move forward.

Empowering Our Community: Our goal is to contribute to a future where reoffending
rates are lower, making our neighbourhoods safer and more empowered for everyone.
  And here's the real impact of what we do:
Victim Feedback: "Restorative Justice has helped me move on more than I ever thought
it would. It's probably the best thing I have done in my life. I feel like a massive weight
has been lifted."

Person Responsible for Crime Feedback: "Taking part in this has made me more
determined to stay offence-free. It's changed my life."
  To make our services even more accessible, our practitioners are more than willing to
visit your community and neighbourhood meetings. They can provide briefings on the
Restorative Nottinghamshire service, supporting any community members who have
been victims of crime and to provide insights and answer any questions.   We're here to
help them find answers and peace of mind.
If you think Restorative Nottinghamshire could be a valuable resource for your
community members, we'd love to have a chat with you.
  Let's work together to make our community stronger, happier, and safer!
If there's an opportunity for us to connect with your group, please let us know.   There
are videos, further information and case-study testimonials on our website below.
  Best Wishes,The team at Restorative Nottinghamshire
  Minimum Service Engagement Criteria:
Restorative Nottinghamshire engages with identifiable victims which have had outcomes
from the police or court, and participation is entirely voluntary for all parties across a
range of offence types.
  If you are interested in hearing more about Restorative Justice or wish to take part then
please contact us via:Telephone: 0800 6125717Email: info@restorativenotts.org.uk
Text: NOTTSRS to 82228Website: restorativenotts.org.uk
Message Sent By
Robbie Andrews(OPCC, Media and Communications Officer, Nottinghamshire)
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Kathleen Evans 1930-2023
It is sad news that we have lost another long-time village member who was
always ready to help at community events.  Kathy’s parents  and sister lived next
door to my parents and it was through her we found out about 15 Albert Road
which was to be our first home after we married in 1976.
Kathy herself  came to Bunny in 1958 when she married Ron who she had met
through her work in horticulture. For many years, along with Ron’s father they
had a nursery business at Tollerton supplying plants and produce to many
outlets. Keen gardeners, even in their spare time, the spectacular summer border
in  their back garden could rival any stately home. Their greenhouses were
always full of unusual Cacti, a passion for many years as they were long term
members of the Nottingham Cacti Society.  Having the nursery business kept
them both busy during the summer, but they took their holidays in the  winter
season, enjoying trips abroad and coming back with wonderful photographic
slides to share  with friends – including my parents. She also loved music and
especially the accordion as she had played the instrument herself. She made sure
she came to listen to Kate and Tony whenever they played in the village and was
thrilled when they made a special –socially distanced -visit to play “Happy
Birthday” and other tunes for her on her 90th birthday in March 2020.
She was a very kind and generous person, passing on garden cuttings or produce
to visitors. She loved having her family around and visiting them in Bristol. She
was a member of the WI in the village for many years and could be relied on to
contribute to any request for help or cakes for events:  she baked the celebration
cake for the Queen’s Jubilee in 2012. She was a warm-hearted and helpful
person, who despite being older than some of our clientele was happy to be part
of the team helping at Lunch Bunch right until we had to close for Covid reasons.
We will all miss her greatly and remember her very fondly.     God Bless.
Jan Eastgate
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BUNNY VILLAGE GAMES  AFTERNOON

COME AND JOIN US FOR AN AFTERNOON OF GAMES IN
BUNNY VILLAGE HALL

TUESDAY MARCH 19TH 2024  2PM TO 4PM

The afternoon is a chance to join friends or make new friends in a
relaxed and friendly atmosphere, to have a game of cards, dominoes,

draughts, board games, Bingo or darts the choice is yours
All welcome

£3 including tea, coffee and biscuits
For more information contact Julie

07919102002
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Welcome to the latest Neighbourhood Policing Blog for Rushcliffe.
Firstly, I trust you had a good Christmas & New Year, and your New Year’s resolutions
are all still going strong!
  The hard work continues in Rushcliffe, with some superb results in combatting retail
crime in West Bridgford, in particular from PC Matt Holden who has recently charged one
prolific offender with 27 offences, for which he received 8 months in prison. Also, special
mention to PCSO Sherrylee Sampson whose innovative idea of setting up beat surgeries
inside senior schools around the East Leake area have commenced this month under the
‘brand’ of Pop In, Pop Out (PIPO) sessions in schools giving young people an easy, and
informal way to speak to the Police & get advice or discuss concerns.
  Work to combat ASB in Rushcliffe continues with good progress made as we aim to
improve CCTV in Bingham with the 7 new cameras proposed, made possible by OPCC
funding, which we hope to have in place by the summer. We’re currently undergoing local
consultation on that project, so when that’s concluded, please keep your eye out for
updates! Also, a new joint project between Rushcliffe Borough Council & the Police in
East Leake will create a new youth club which we hope to start in February.
  We’ve sustained the considerable reduction of keyless entry car thefts following the spike
in reports from September/October last year. I’m not complacent however, and would still
urge people to obtain a Faraday bag or box to keep your keys in inside your home to
prevent these thefts. We’ve had some more superb pro-active arrests in Nottinghamshire
lately around this trend, and officers are on the look out for any suspicious vehicles out in
the area at night.
Whilst theft of bikes has decreased, I’m keen to encourage Rushcliffe residents to partake
in our regular bike marking events, so please keep your eyes out for these on our facebook
pages and Notts Alerts. I’ll be contacting some of our local businesses & hot spots which
suffer from bike thefts in the coming days to see how we can best support them to prevent
thefts & design out crime.
  I’ve had a very productive meeting this month with our local partners who are involved
in Neighbourhood Watch schemes, so thanks to those who give up their time to help make
their communities safer. I’ll also be attending a Police and Crime event in Bingham on
22nd  February at 18.30 hrs at the WI on Station Street to answer questions you may have.
This is being hosted by MP Robert Jenrick, so if you can come along, it’d be great to see
you.
  In terms of staffing for Rushcliffe, we bid a happy retirement to former Detective Pete
Clegg who retired from policing after almost 40 years of service. Having served 30 years
as a Detective, primarily working in Major Crime, he worked for several years in
Rushcliffe on our Managed Incident Team. We wish him all the best as he moves on to a
hopefully more relaxing time in retirement.
   Thanks for taking the time to read my updates, and again, I’d urge you if you’re
concerned about something, please report it to Notts Police on 101, or if it’s happening
now, 999. We depend on information from the local community, and will act on it, as we
have recently with the discovery of a considerable cannabis grow on Loughborough Road
where a male has been charged and remanded with drugs offences as a result of calls from
the public. Well done to PS James Clayton for organising that operation. Together, we’ll
keep Rushcliffe as a fantastic place to live, work and visit. Take care.
  Tim Cuthbert – Neighbourhood Policing Inspector for Rushcliffe
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From 1 February 2024 it will become a criminal offence to own an XL Bully dog in
England and Wales unless you have an exemption certificate.    The first stage of the
XL Bully ban came into force at the end of December meaning the breed was added to
the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991.

  This means it is now an offence to:

   Sell

   Abandon

   Allow to stray

   Give away

   To breed

   Or have an XL Bully in public without a lead or muzzle.

  If you have not registered your dog, we could seize it whether you are at home or in
public.We are issuing training to our officers to help identify the breed and will also
have specially trained officers within the force to deal with any reports.

We don’t want to have to seize your dog so please register them, follow the rules, and
when out make sure they are on a lead, muzzled, and securely held by someone 16-
years-old and over.

If you’re unsure and believe your dog is an XL Bully, please complete the registration
as a matter of urgency.

Advice around new laws for XL Bully owners
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VILLAGE DIARY FOR MARCH

Date Time Event Place

3 Sunday 10:30 AM Café Church St Mary's

6 Wednesday Grey Bin Day

10 Sunday 10:30 AM Mothering Sunday Morning Prayer St Mary's

13 Wednesday Blue& Green Bin Day

2:30 PM Chat in Church St Mary's

14 Thursday 12noon Lunch Bunch Contact Jan on
9841570

Village Hall

1:30 PM Mobile Library Hill Top Convent

2:05 PM Mobile Library Church View

2:30 PM Mobile Library Albert Road

17 Sunday 10:30 AM Benefice Eucharist St Mary's

18 Monday 12noon March Bulletin Deadline

19 Tuesday 2:00 PM Games Afternoon Village Hall

20 Wednesday Grey Bin Day

21 Thursday 7:15 PM Parish Council Meeting Village Hall
24 Sunday 6:00 PM Palm Sunday Evening Communion St Mary's

25 Monday 6:00 PM Evening Communion St Mary's

27 Wednesday Blue& Green Bin Day

2:30 PM Chat in Church St Mary's

28 Thursday Spring Term ends Schools

6:00 PM Maundy Supper St Mary's

29 Good Friday Bank Holiday

12noon Stations of the Cross St Mary's

1:00 PM Quiet Hour St Mary's

30 Saturday 10:30 AM Open Church St Mary's

8:30 PM Easter Vigil Keyworth

31 Sunday 2:00 AM British Summertime Begins
+1hour

10:30 AM Easter Morning Service St Mary's

Advance notice:

1-Apr Monday Bank Holiday

6-Apr Saturday 7:30 PM Village Social Evening Village Hall
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Bradmore Church Community Room

We are sorry to report that, unfortunately, part of the community room
ceiling adjoining the tower has collapsed. The damage is considerable
and people, for their own safety, are asked not to enter the the building
until future notice. The likely cause is the ingress of water. Although a
number of repaiirs have been carried out to rectify the leaks in recent
years, water is still finding its way into the building. This has been a
particular problem with the torrential downpours of rain during last
autumn and this winter. We will provide updates as and when ther is
progress to report.
 We are extremely grateful to Bradmore Methodist Church for their offer
for us to hold the monthly Anglican services in their Church.  We will
be in a position to see how we can take advntage of this kind offer once
we are clearer of how we can deal with the damage of the “Spire Room”.
We are sorry for any inconvenience the temporary closure of the Church
is causing and thank everyone for their understanding.
Penny  Wakefield
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Sunday, 24 March
10:30 Holy Communion at St Mary Magdalene, (streamed to YouTube)
10:30 Morning Prayer at All Saints, Stanton on the Wolds
18:00 Eucharist at St Mary the Virgin, Bunny
Monday, 25 March
14:30 Holy Land Bible Study
18:00 Holy Week Communion
Tuesday, 26 March
18:00 Holy Week Communion
Wednesday, 27 March
14:30 Chat in Church at Bunny
18:00 Holy Week Communion
19:00 Eucharist with Blessing of Oils and Renewal of Ministerial
Commitment.
Thursday, 28 March
18:00 Maundy Thursday Supper and Communion
20:00 Maundy Thursday Communion and Watch
Friday, 29 March
12:00 Stations of the Cross at Bunny Church
12:00 Stations of the Cross at Keyworth Church
13:00 Quiet Hour at Bunny
13:00 Quiet hour at St Mary Magdalene, Keyworth
14:00 Good Friday Liturgy, at St Mary Magdalene, Keyworth
18:00 Good Friday Service at All Saints Church, Stanton on the Wolds
Saturday, 30 March
10:30 Bunny Open Church
20:30 Easter Vigil Service
Sunday, 31 March
09:00 Holy Communion at Bradmore
10:30 Easter Eucharist at All Saints Church, Stanton on the Wolds
10:30 Easter Morning Service at St Mary the Virigin, Bunny
10:30 Live Streamed Holy Communion at St Mary Magdalene,
Keyworth

Benefice Church Services for Holy Week
Held at Keyworth unless stated otherwise
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CHIRPINGS – Notes on birds and nature in the garden

A friend in the Ornithology Trust was envious of my weekly list of garden
birds seen, she says she sits down with a cup of coffee for half an hour at
the weekend and sees no birds at all at her feeders.  The old tv advert
springs to mind – from 1996 – where the photographer braves all weathers
to get a picture of zoo pandas, finally turns his back for a KitKat break and
the pandas promptly emerge and do an ice-dance behind him.  My friend
knows she does have birds visit her garden because she has to keep
refilling her feeders, but she is in full employment so is just not at home
when the birds are in.  One of the things I enjoy about retirement is being
able to sit at the window during the day with a coffee, or even reading and
catch movement at the feeder out of the corner of my eye.  A particular
“bird-alert” recently meant I did actually see the fleeting visit of a
splendid sparrowhawk, flying in to perch on the feeder pole, a quick look
round –birds all hiding or scarpered, of course – and a flurry of powerful
wings as it moved on.  Within a minute, a host of small birds had returned.

The other day I came home at about 11 and realised I had not filled the
feeder that morning.  One of the two robins who come regularly now was
standing to attention.  One really shouldn’t put words into birds’ beaks,
but the expression quite clearly said : “And what time do you call this for
my breakfast?”  So I made it my first job, before making coffee, and by
the time I sat down with my cuppa there was a veritable blizzard of small
birds in the garden.  More chaffinches than I have ever seen together
before, and all the regulars – goldfinch flock, bluetits, great tits, and a little
coal tit - not hogging the feeders but darting in and out, letting the next
bird in the queue fly in, grab a sunflower heart and retreat to the bushes or
lawn to eat.  All very civilised.  Until the greenfinches arrived, one on
each feeder, wings spread and flapping to exclude other birds, and keeping
all the others waiting.  They were not challenged, not even by the robin.
I don’t know whether their “bark” is worse than their “bite”, but I imagine
the heavy chunky bill could easily do damage, as could the claws at the
end of the one leg thrust out to keep everyone else at bay.  Prime
candidates for a bird ASBO.  But hey, that’s nature for you, all life’s
variety put on show for us.

Sheila Clark.
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WILLOW

Into the pond, the willow weeps,
Sheds tears of rain,
From green-budding branch.
Its roots quest for water,
That though woodland seeps.
As March winds blow,
The willow speaks.

By stream and pond, each willow keeps,
Close shorn of crown,
To weave from the crop,
A basket, a beehive,
With nimble techniques.
As March winds sow,
The willow reaps.

From every bud, a kitten peeps,
Fur dusted drops,
From cloud clearing sky.
Awaiting the pollen,
That gusts through the creeks.
As March winds blow,
The willow creaks.

From twig and bud, each teardrop leaks,
Makes unheard splash,
Promotes target rings,
That ripple the frogspawn,
Where male courtship squeaks.
Now March winds blow,
Not cold willow woe,
But tears of joy,
For spring forespeaks.

Chris Terrell-Nield 2024
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NOTES FROM BUNNY WOOD

There are about 350 species of willow (Salix spp.), also called sallows
(with broader leaves) or osiers (with narrow leaves). There are also many
hybrids, often ornamentals. Willows grow mostly on moist to wet soils,
and our main one is by the pond at post 2. However, you may not
recognise it as tree as we’ve pruned and laid it several times to make a
hedge between the main ride and the pond side. Despite the poem, it
isn’t a weeping willow, but more about that later. Ours is Salix caprea, a
goat or pussy willow. Although the emerging flowers do look like curled
kittens, the origin of “goat” is more speculative. It may come from an
early image of the species in Hieronymus Bock’s Herbal (1546) where it
is shown being eaten by a goat. Goat willow grows by rivers and pond
sides, though it can colonise drier areas if ground is disturbed. This may
be why our tree is there. Photos taken before the new pond was dug
show it in a bare patch of ground.

Willow is a multi-use tree. My wife’s family live in Somerset where we are
used to seeing the withies – rows of streamside plants with broad
pollarded tops from repeated cutting to produce wicker, made into pots,
baskets, coffins, and beehives. On the way we pass the M5 Withy Man
(not Wicker Man) a 12-metre sculpture by Serena de la Hey.
Unfortunately when we last saw him he had also been pollarded (no
head). As it can absorb shock without splintering, willow was also used
to make cricket bats and stumps, but it doesn’t make good firewood as
it spits and crackles, especially if still damp.

Willow are eaten by caterpillars including sallow kitten and clouded
border moths (which we have recorded). It is also the main food plant
for the purple emperor butterfly (which we haven’t, though it occurs in
Cotgrave Forest). The midge Iteomyia capreae causes willow galls. These
are small, usually on the leaf surface, domed above and conical with a
red ring below. Tannin (for tanning) and salicin can be extracted from
willow bark, and people  used to chew willow twigs to reduce pain. This
led to the discovery of salicylic acid, and to the world’s first synthetic
drug. However acetylsalicylic acid, marketed as Aspirin was named after
Spirea ulmaria (meadowsweet) where it also occurs, and not Salix.

The poem also refers to Weeping Willow. This is Salix babylonica which
was introduced from China in the 18th century. It thrives in well-drained
soils, usually near water, and can make a beautiful garden plant whose
flowers attract butterflies and bees. However it can reach 15 metres with
a similar span, so don’t plant it anywhere near your house. Having said
that, we have one in the garden!
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Weeping Willows

Laying Willow by the Pond
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Cutting and stacking withies 1875
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Can you make a difference?
Bunny needs to recruit two councillors.   Could this be you?What

is the role of a councillor?
A parish councillor represents the views of all residents within the

parish.
 · Get involved with your community.
 · Have a say about the local issues people care about.
 · Influence local service delivery.
 · Decide how local money is spent to improve your community.
 · Bring about improvements through local projects.
 · Work in partnership with other parishes and agencies
How much time does it take?
We meet formally eleven times a year (normally the 3rd Thursday
in the month at 7:00pm) for about two hours.
Councillors may also required to give time for ‘ad hoc’ tasks e.g.
responding to emails, additional occasional meeting etc.
Are you eligible?
To be a councillor you must be;
· at least 18 years old
· an elector of the parish (or in the past 12 months occupied land)
or
· other premises in the parish or
· work in the parish or living within 3 miles of the boundary
Still interested?
 Email clerk@bunny.parish.email or telephone any councillor
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Saturday 10

Group (RSVCSG)

NOTES of a MEETING held at 11.00 on 17 th January 2024 at the West Park
Sports Pavilion

In  Attendance:  David  Ovadia  (Chairman,  also  NHW  Coordinator  for  Stanton  and  part  of

Keyworth), Inspector Tim Cuthbert (Police), Judith Brown (Rushcliffe BC), Jo McOuat
(Rushcliffe  Farm  Watch),  Dave  Johns  (NHW  Coordinator  for  Willowbrook,  Keyworth),  Julia

Hutchinson (Kingston-on-Soar PC), Belina Boyer (Radcliffe-on-Trent PC), Sue Clegg (Radcliffe-

on-Trent PC), Pam Wregg (Cropwell Bishop PC),  Marion Pell (Ruddington PC), John Crosby
(…),  Cllr.  Tina  Combellack  (RBC  representing  Nevile  and  Langar  Ward),  Christopher  Paul

(NHW Bunny)

Chairman’s Welcome: The Chairman welcomed those present and introduced Inspector Tim
Cuthbert.

1. Adoption of Agenda: Agreed.

2. Apologies: were received from Ian Thompson (Tollerton NHW), Barbara Storrie
(Tollerton  NHW),  Sue  Lewis1 (East  Leake  PC),  Gill  Woodford  (NHW  High  View  Avenue,

Keyworth),  Adriana  Fallon  (Widmerpool),  Shelly  Millband  (Keyworth  PC),  Kev  Bryant

(Screveton  PC),  Julie  Stephenson  (Cotgrave  TC),  Cllr.  Tony  Wells  (RBC)  and  Cllr.  Rob

Inglis2 (RBC).

3. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest: None.

4. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting: Approved without further change.

5. Matters  Arising  not  included  in  this  agenda:  The  Chairman  confirmed  that  he  had

written  to  Cllr.  Neil  Clarke  about  the  request  for  more  official  waste  disposal  sites.

Marion  Pell,  who  had  kindly  taken  an  action  to  help  coordinate  Speedwatch  training,

reported  that  there  was  still  some  confusion  about  who  could  receive  training  and

when. Inspector Cuthbert nominated two of his officers as points of contact. These are

Sergeant Brett Price Brett.Price@Notts.Police.uk for Rushcliffe South (Cotgrave station)

and Sergeant Martyn Barber Martyn.Barber@Notts.Police.uk for Rushcliffe North

(Bridgford station).

6. Announcements from Neighbourhood Policing: Inspector Cuthbert outlined his

background  experiences  in  the  Police  and  commented  that  he  leads  a  strong  and

1 Sue Lewis reported that Speedwatch training in her PC area had completed and community speedwatch was
operational.
2 Rob Inglis reported his continued concerns about scams and fraud affecting the community. To be discussed
further at the next meeting.

Rushcliffe South Villages – Community Safety
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enthusiastic team of Police Officers in his area. He introduced a new online

announcements and alert system, Notts Alerts, which is now coming on stream and to

which residents are encouraged to register. It can be accessed at web site

https://www.nottinghamshire.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/wsi/watch-

schemes-initiatives/as/notts/notts-alerts/

The  meeting discussed at  length  various  other  forms  of  communications  between  the

Police  and  residents,  including  Facebook  blogs  and  articles  for  local  newsletters,  and

noted  that  some  parts  of  the  community  prefer  traditional  printed  medium  for  news

items.  Any  materials  published  by  the  Police  on  Facebook  can  be  freely  copied  for

further distribution (for example in Parish magazines) and the Chairman will make every

effort to circulate by email news items and blogs he receives from the Police.

Turning to recent activities, Inspector Cuthbert reported that there had been a spike in

keyless  car  thefts  last  September  and  October,  but  arrests  had  been  made  and  the

incidence had reduced. He distributed some Faraday bags in which to store these types

of car keys and noted that a (metal) biscuit tin can also be used. Shop thefts especially in

West Bridgford had been addressed and were now down by two-thirds. Six people had

been  arrested  and  jailed  for  rural  crimes,  which  are  now  much  reduced.  There  is

currently a seasonal increase in domestic burglary. It was noted that many door-to-door
sellers  are  not  genuine  and  residents  are  asked  to  report  such  events  to  101,  which

allows  the  Police  to  build  a  better  picture  of  these  activities  and  to  take  appropriate

action. The Police have increased the number of stop-and-search activities, especially of
cars late at night, with good results, and are benefiting from ANPR cameras to track and

apprehend suspicious vehicles.  The Police  are  assisted by video images  taken by CCTV

and camera door bells where these are available.
7. Announcements from Rushcliffe Borough Council: Judith Brown announced a number

of  community  safety  activities  underway  in  Rushcliffe.  These  included  rolling  out  the

“Ask  Angela”  initiative  aimed  at  reducing  violence  against  women  (to  be  rolled  out

further  into  the  villages);  bike  marking  at  the  Arena  on  27 th January  and  at  other

locations in March onwards; support for drop-in centres and temporary youth clubs in

East  Leake;  working  with  the  Police  to  visit  schools,  and  funding  additional  CCTV  and

ANPR cameras initially in West Bridgford and later in Bingham.

8. Matters of concern and other comments relating to policing and community safety  –

open discussion: Members brought up a number of local issues including theft from the

petrol  station in  Bunny (under investigation  by the Police);  some anti-social  behaviour

(“ASB”) in Radcliffe-on-Trent, and a spate of graffiti  last summer in Cropwell Bishop.
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9. Summing up by Chairman: The Chairman remarked that the “take home messages” as

he saw them were (1) there is good information on various matters being produced by

the  Police  but  its  distribution  and  dissemination  is  still  a  bit  patchy;  (2)  that  excellent

progress has been made in reducing rural crime, shop thefts and ASB; (3) that residents

are encouraged to report any suspicious or incorrect behaviour to 101, where it helps

the Police to build a better picture of problems and to deal with them more effectively.
10.Any Other Business:  Many of  the  members  felt that this had been a  very informative

and productive meeting, and the Chairman thanked Inspector Cuthbert and his team, on

behalf of the meeting, for their excellent work in helping to keep our area one of low

crime.

11.Date and place of next meeting. Mid 2024, details to be announced,

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 12.45
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 WARM WELCOME SPACE

FRIDAYS from 17th November 2023 until March 2024
Warm Welcome Space opens: 10am to 2.30pm. Parochial Hall,
Elm Ave, Keyworth. All welcome. Free hot drinks, toast etc.
Pop in for a few minutes or all day.    Make new friends.
Continues each Friday until March (except Good Friday). See
you there!

Magdalene’s Community Café
We are a monthly no charge “pop up” café in the Keyworth
Parochial Church Hall, kindly supported by St Mary
Magdalene’s Church. Small donations are welcome but down
to personal choice.
We provide a friendly, welcoming and safe place for all the
community where local folk can get together with old friends
and make new ones. All this over a cuppa and treats, to chat
or just listen, sharing interests and reviving old happy
memories. No formality just friendship. .  We want everyone
to enjoy being together, leave feeling better and with a smile
on their faces, happy to return the following month.
We are open between 10am and 12 noon on the third
Wednesday of each month so make it a date! We look
forward to seeing you there.
Interested?   Then e-mail Bill Lawrenson at
w.lawrenson@ntlworld.com
or call Diana Jones on 078 919 46680, or
dianajones1949@gmail.com
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