USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Bunny Primary School
Church House Surgery, Ruddington

Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington

Crimestoppers UK
East Leake Health Centre
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East Leake Leisure Centre
Electricity Loss of Supply

Floodline

Gas Emergency

Hate Crime Helpline

Keyworth Dental Surgery
Keyworth Health Centre

Keyworth Leisure Centre
Keyworth Library

Lieakline & Sewer Problems
Modern Slavery Helpline
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
NHS Direct

Nottingham City Hospital
Nottinghamshire County Council
Police (if crime in progress call 999)
Queen's Medical Centre
Ruddington Library

Ruddington Medical Centre
Rushcliffe Borough Council

South Wolds Academy

Telephone Preference Service
Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth
Village Dental Practice, East Leake
Village Hall Administrator
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HANWELL WINE ESTATE

www.hanwellwine.co.uk

Award-winning English wine from
Nottinghamshire family vineyards est.197

Vineyard Tour and Wine Tasting
Tour and tasting gift packages from £25
Celebrate: birthday, anniversary, wedding, hen-do
Traditional method vegan English Sparkling Wine
Still White, Rosé, Cherry & Mead
5k Charity Wine Run — Sunda{ ey 2024
Craft Fair — Sunda dly 2024
Open 1lam-4pm Fri-Sun

?  Café bar now closed for the winter, reopens May |24

?  Wine shop open all year
? DIY vineyard trail and wine tasting at your leisurg all year

N ) ) N N ) ) N

Full details and bookings www.hanwellwine.co.uk

Rural Antics Art, Craft and Skills V

Felt bowl, Marquetry, Spoon carving, Gla
c fusion jewellery, Bookbinding, Colour lov:
43 colour, Stacking ring, Pencil drawing for
beginners, Siver bangle, Heirloom doll sewing...

Mixed media art, Stained glass, Duck/Obelisk/Basket I
willow weaving, Lino printing, Wool weaving, Macrame
plant hanger, Silk painting..

Feb

Botanical silver clay, Quentin Blake style illustration,
Acrylic landscape painting, Earring making, Photography,
Marquetry, Glass painting...

Mar

Hanwell Wine Estate, Hickling Pastures, South Natts, LE14 3QG
hello@hanwellwine.co.uk Tel: 01949 81393

40 L

NEIL MCDONALD
CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Telephone Office ;01509 856838
Mobile : 07885 299726
www.netlmedcarpetcleaning.co.uk I
A4 ]J C & .




Ruddington - Bunny - Bradmore - Keyworth

APPROVED
CONTRACTOR

Pa u l M i | IS Electrical Services

electricall@WIr€Sreplacementfuseboa rdssecurtyalarmsintercoms
yetemsad De.*e-*wrrgeIectrﬂaltesnngfa ultfindi NJsecuritylightsimmersionheat
ersgaroenlightingShOWerSrecessedightingte stingnomecatsdatanetwor

kingSONOSmultircomsoundsystema@erialSextrasocketsunderfloorne

lectrician

16 Thirlmere

WestBridgford Tel 0115 9230222

Maottingham

NG2 6RP Mob 07860 679 372
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Can the HEAT Hub help me?

Traditional homes that are not connected to the gas grid, located in
conservation areas, or difficult to heat up, often face barriers when it
comes to decarbonisation i.e., lessening the use of fossil fuels. This is
because these homes are uniquely constructed and require careful consid-
eration when installing renewable technologies and energy efficiency
upgrades. Trying to navigate planning systems or trying to find a reputa-
ble installer can feel like risky business when you do it alone, so HEAT
Hub are here to support you in making the best decisions for your home.
The HEAT Hub comprises experts in the industry, including experienced
architects, retrofit assessors and coordinators. They will work with home-
owners to develop their energy efficiency journey, producing improve-
ment plans that take into consideration how to preserve the heritage and
quality of your home, but also to maximise investments made.

The free Home Energy Plans are adapted to offer different levels of
support; 1. A green home 2. Clean heat and power, 3. Heritage and
Conservation. Plans provide an assessment of the heat loss of the home
through to the install of renewable energy systems, such as Air Source
Heat Pumps and Solar PV Panels, as well as design specifics for heritage
homes and guidance on government funding.

The HEAT Hub is committed to providing expansive support through its
toolkit of support. This includes informative resources, workshops for
learning practical skills, an archetype study for technical drawings and a
directory of reliable and approved contractors — working as your green
home companion every step of the way.

Join the HEAT Hub in Bunny and take the first step in better un-
derstanding your home’s energy potential.
Book your free space by visiting bit.ly/HEATHubBunny
or call 0115 985 3000

To find out more about HEAT Hub, visit
www.HomeEnergyAdviceTeamHub.uk or call 0115 985 3000.
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The HEAT Hub comes to Bunny

Over the last decade there has been a rapid change in energy efficiency
within the home, with the introduction of greener technologies to cut
energy bills and carbon emissions. The HEAT Hub is coming to Bunny
to get your home ready for the future, offering unbiased expert guidance
and its free step-by-step action plan to decarbonise your home.

Wanting to go green, but wondering where to start?

Come along to the H.E.A.T Hub’s ‘How to Improve the Efficiency of
your Home’ event, supported by the Bunny Parish Council and Rushcliffe
Borough Council. Homeowners can meet the Home Energy Advice Team
and hear first-hand about the HEAT Hub’s package of tailored support,
including an opportunity to book in for a free Home Energy Plan, meet
the experts and ask questions about their own home improvement projects.

Join us at St Mary’s Church for the ‘How to Im-
prove the Efficiency of your Home’ event.

St Mary’s Church, Church Street, Bunny, Nottinghamshire, NG11 6QT
Saturday 20 January, 10:30am-12:30pm

Refreshments will be available
Book your free space by visiting bit.ly/HEATHubBunny or call 0115
985 3000

What is the HEAT Hub?

Home Energy Advice Team (H.E.A.T) Hub is a new Government funded
project, delivered by charities Nottingham Energy Partnership (NEP) and
Marches Energy Agency (MEA) across Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire.
NEP and MEA are working alongside the Midlands Net Zero Hub and the
Local Authorities Energy Partnership (LAEP) to work with local home-
owners who are thinking about going greener. HEAT Hub delivers impar-
tial advice and a reliable step by step energy plan, simplifying the switch
to low-carbon systems and helping you to avoid making expensive mis-
takes.
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BARN GARAGE

Est. 1975

KEYWORTH'S M.O.T.
TESTING STATION

PETROL, CATALYST & DIESELS
TESTED
WEEKDAY & SATURDAY
M.O.T.s

ALL MAKES AND MODELS
SERVICED AND REPAIRED
TYRES, EXHAUSTS &
BATTERIES FITTED FREE

COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE

UNIT 5 DEBDALE LANE
KEYWORTH
NOTTINGHAM

0115 937 4483

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
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ONLINE
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk.

DIARY PAGES '
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172.

COPY

E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files
(.x1s) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpgy. Handwritten items can be deliv-

ered to Erica at 34 Main Street.

COPY DEADLINE
Deadline for next edition: Monday, noon January 1bth
Delivery of next edition: Weekend of January 27/28th

ADVERTISING
Enquiries to ¢jeanb36@hotmail.comm

DISTRIBUTION
1If you have not received your current issue, contact your local

distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791.

Wishing All our Readers

A Happy New Year

10

Top tips for recycling this Christmas

Follow our festive recycling tips to help to make your Christmas even
greener:

« Before placing wrapping paper and cards into your recycling bin
please remove any ribbons, bows, tape, glitter and other adorn-
ments.

» Flatten your cardboard boxes before you put them in your recycling
bin, so you will have more room for your festive recycling.

«  Only put paper and card that is clean and dry in your recycling bin.
Anything containing food residue or food stains can't be recycled.

« Not all wrapping paper is recyclable. If in doubt, do the scrunch
test! If the wrapping paper stays scrunched it's good for recycling.
If it bounces back it’s likely to be foil or plastic lined and should be
put in your general waste bin.

» Natural decorations like holly and ivy can be recycled in your gar-
den waste bin or taken to your local recycling centre; just remem-
ber to remove any bows or ribbons first.

« Christmas fairy lights that are broken can’t go in your recycling bin,
but they can be recycled if you take them to your local recycling
centre.

To find out what other items can be recycled download the free MyNotts
app and use our Recycling Checker.

Winter hours at Nottinghamshire’s recycling
centres

Throughout December, January and February all 12 of our recycling cen-
tres will open at 8am and close at 4pm.

Our recycling centres are open every day of the year apart from Christmas
Day, Boxing Day and New Year's Day.

Don't forget, you need to register your vehicle before coming along to any
of our sites. It’s really easy to do and only takes a few minutes using the
free MyNotts app or through our website.
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BUNNY VILLAGE GAMES
AFTERNOON

COME AND JOIN US FOR AN AFTERNOON OF GAMES
IN BUNNY VILLAGE HALL

TH

EDNESDAY JANUARY 24 2024
1PM TO 3.PM

THE AFTERNOON IS A CHANCE TO JOIN FRIENDS OR MAKE NEW FRIENDS IN A
RELAXED AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE, TO HAVE A GAME OF CARDS,
DOMINOES, DRAUGHTS, BOARD GAMES OR DARTS. THE CHOICE IS YOURS.

All welcome
£3 including tea, coffee and biscuits
For more information contact Julie
07919102002

34

EDITORIAL

The couple on the front cover wandered
into the church to get out of the December
weather. | had not the heart to turn them
out with their newborn. It would be nice if
they joined our congregation. Their pets
seemed well behaved.

| really must apologise for my typos in last
month’s issue. Poor Jean Wing came out
twice as Joan as | copied out the information | was given

We are all distraught at the news of the loss of Kath Evans. | am assured
that bad happenings occur in threes, so the rest of us should be pretty
safe, for the rest of this year. . Christopher

11
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BUNNY VILLAGE SOCIAL EVENING

COME AND JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF

CHAT AND MUSICIN BUNNY VILLAGE HALL
7.30PM TO 10.00PM

th
Saturday February 10 2024

BRING YOUR OWN TIPPLE, A GLASS AND A PICNIC IF YOU DESIRE.

THE EVENING IS A CHANCE TO JOIN
FRIENDS OR MAKE NEW FRIENDS IN A RE-
LAXED AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE, TO
CHAT, LISTEN TO MUSIC, JOIN IN ON THE
QUIZ, A GAME OF DARTS AND CASH
PRIZE BINGO OR EVEN DANCE, THE
CHOICE IS YOURS.

All over 15 years of age
welcome

£3 including nibbles.
Unwanted raffle prizes
welcome

Magdalene’s Community Café.

We are a monthly no charge “pop up” café in the Parochial
Church Hall, kindly supported by St Mary Magdalene’s
Church. Small donations are welcome but down to personal
choice.

We provide a friendly, welcoming and safe place for all the
community where local folk can get together with old friends
and make new ones. All this over a cuppa and treats, to chat
or just listen, sharing interests and reviving old happy memo-
ries. No formality just friendship. . We want everyone to en-
joy being together, leave feeling better and with a smile on
their faces, happy to return the following month.

We are open between 10am and 12 noon on the third
Wednesday of each month so make it a date! We look for-
ward to seeing you there.

Interested? Then e-mail Bill Lawrenson at
w.lawrenson@ntlworld.com

or call Diana Jones on 078 919 46680, or
dianajones1949@gmail.com

Alternatively - just turn up and enjoy.
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BUNNY ENERGY SOLUTIONS WORKING
GROUP

For some considerable time the scientific community and now the general public have
agreed that industrial emissions of carbon dioxide as a greenhouse gas, is responsible
for increasing the temperature of the earth’s atmosphere resulting in a significant and
accelerating climate emergency. In the U.K. this has resulted in the ‘Net-Zero’ policy
which requires, by 2050 that CO2 emissions will have reduced to the same level as the
ability of trees and other flora to absorb it through photosynthesis. This should stabilise
temperature rise and therefore climate change.

In Bunny, for the last two years, a sub-committee of the Parish Council, the Bunny En-
ergy Solutions Working Group, have been considering the best ways to take action lo-
cally. It is fair to say that blocks of flats, social housing and housing associations in
cities and towns represent the easiest targets and not surprisingly therefore where much
of the action has taken place so far. By contrast the difficulties presented by the rela-
tively isolated utility services, mixed and older housing including that which has plan-
ning regulations governed by conservation and often relatively poor insulation, are to
be found in older properties in many rural villages, including Bunny. There are of
course individual residents who have already taken action to decarbonise, insulate,
drive electric vehicles and do much to support the environment in Bunny and their ex-
perience will be of considerable benefit to the community.

All residents of Bunny are welcome to attend B.E.S.W.G. meetings on the second
Wednesday of every month at 7.45 in the Village Hall where they will be free to partic-
ipate in discussions and join the working group if they so wish. In addition we are now
working closely with Rushcliffe Borough Council, Nottingham Energy Partnership and
the Local Area Energy Plan, receiving information and advice as it becomes available
and taking advantage of specific opportunities as they arise. As a result of which on
January 20th we have arranged to set up a public meeting which will include presenta-
tions and displays in the hope that we can increase the number of residents who feel
they could benefit from using sustainable energy, insulating their homes and taking
other actions locally to decarbonise. There may be opportunities available which we
could take advantage of which could provide cheaper alternatives. Simply by express-
ing our wish to reduce CO2 emissions we have attracted the attention of organisations
working locally and nationally which can help us take advantage of the experience of
the leaders in decarbonisation.

We intend to conduct feasibility studies which will allow us to understand the relevant
technical information and identify funding, grants and costs relating to individual
homes and networked schemes. This could be followed by an energy study of the vil-
lage which will establish the practical feasibility of solar and wind. Once this informa-
tion is disseminated a questionnaire will enable us to judge the level of individual
household interest and the possibilities of geographically close residences networking.
Elsewhere, villages with energy plans have been able to sell shares through their Parish
Council and thus fund the infrastructure, reducing the costs to individual homes. This
could prove possible for Bunny if we have sufficient interest.

David Beckford, John Berridge, Viv Keller-Garnet, Chris Rogers, Nigel Sutton,

32

NORBURY NATTERS

BUNNY BENEVOLENCE

A big thank you to all those in Bunny for your kind consid-
eration and offers of help following Jenny’s bleed on the
brain. It again shows what a caring community we are in
the village. At the time of writing Jenny is about to have a
MRI scan and a visit from the County Stroke team. It is early
days, but hopefully Jenny’s eyesight and short term mem-
ory .will recover.

SUPER SUPPER

For unavoidable reasons, at 35, attendance was lower than
usual, but hopefully all enjoyed the event. The hospitality
provide by Rachael and all the staff at the Rancliffe was
brilliant as ever. This year the famous Bunny was won by
John Alldred who will be responsible for ensuring it is fed
and watered. It is understood that Georgie as he has been
named enjoys travelling.

LIGHT THE LIGHTS

This year the “switch on” was performed by Ron Snell of
Moor Lane. He’s lived in the village for 13 years and is
understood to be the oldest male resident. As usual, it was
accompanied by mulled wine and mince pies courtesy of the
Rancliffe

CRAFT COMEBACK

Another welcome return this year was the Craft Fair accom-
panied by the Nativity display. As well as a wide range of
things to buy the event also provides an opportunity to catch
up and chat with friends and neighbours. In addition, there
was the welcoming soup and roll and a wide range of cakes.
FLOOD FRUSTRATION

Heavy rain has seen the return of flooding in the village .
This has been particularly bad on Moor Lane, which at times
has been impassable with sewage adding to the problems.
The cause is well known and further pressure will be needed
to persuade the Authorities to take urgent action.

13



207 BUNNY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the

Village Hall on Thursday 9t" November 2023
Chair CllIr. Featherstone, Vice Chair ClIr. Beckford, Clir. Stubbs, Cllr Berridge,
Cllr Adair,
Cllr. Cannon, ClIr. Barrett Clerk Linda Price
1.Apologies for Absences Received
Cllr. Edyvean
2.Declarations of Interest
Cllr. Cannon on Village Hall caretaker discussions.
3.Acceptance of Minutes from October Meeting
Previously circulated on email and accepted by all councillors. Duly signed.
4. Public Comments None attended.
5. Correspondencel. Budget Consultation 2023 | Nottinghamshire County
Council- should anyone wish to fill in personally.
2. Red cross first aid session Community Education Nottingham (office365.com)
(although no availability at the moment.
3. South Rushcliffe Consultation group meeting notes were passed to the council
via email.
The clerk advised the council that there weren’t any decisions to be made on corre-
spondence this month.
6. County and Borough Report
Cllr. Adair reported on Rushcliffe’s budget statement. Although the press had re-
ported on financial pressures for the council Clir. Adair said that there weren’t any
financial problems, and it was just a matter of balancing the budgets. He also ad-
vised that people should fill in the councils budget questionnaire (link in corre-
spondence).
7. Matters arising and clerks report
The clerk advised that the new picnic bench has been ordered and will be delivered
early December. ClIr. Barrett offered to help with delivery and installation along
with any other volunteers.
A new flag policy was agreed (full agreement) by the council which will be in place
immediately. A copy is to be sent to Mr Pearson who performs the flag duties for
the village. Again, a big thank you was given to him for his work and also in recog-
nition of duties this remembrance weekend. Any flags that are requested must be
made through the Parish Council and in writing.
The boundary wall on the A60 has been investigated by Rushcliffe Engineering sur-
veyors and is deemed unsafe. Rushcliffe council will contact the homeowners of the
properties.
CllIr. Berridge has been looking at the Parish Councils standing order policy and the
council will be updating the policy in the near future.

14

St Mary MHlagdalene’s

News from Keyworth Parish Church

WEDNESDAY 201! DECEMBER.

MAGDALENE'S COMMUNITY CAFE — 10am-12 noon. Pa-
rochial Church Hall, EIm Ave. A warm welcome for Chat,
Coffee, Tea and Homemade Cakes. Free refreshments.

No booking required. Come along with a friend or make
new ones.

Next dates 2024 : Wed: 171D January, 215t February, 20th
March. For details: Diana 078 919 466 80

WARM WELCOME SPACE

FRIDAYS from 17th November 2023 until March 2024

Warm Welcome Space opens: 10am to 2.30pm. Parochial
Hall, EIm Ave. All welcome. Free hot drinks, toast etc.
Pop in for a few minutes or all day. Make new friends.
Continues each Friday until March (except Good Friday).
See you there!
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We have a lot of coppiced hazel in the Wood, and we use the cut,
flexible stems to top newly laid hedges (known as ethering).
Male flowers provide early pollen, but bumblebees find it hard to
collect as hazel is wind-pollinated so the grains aren’t sticky. In
fact for maximum dispersion they repel one another. They have
a negative electrical charge because their plant has a negative
charge. However, as bees fly they acquire a positive charge from
colliding with tiny airborne particles, so they attract pollen, an
essential nutrient.

If you are interested in bees and electrostatics, visit:
https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/wp-content/uploads/
2019/11/03-StaticElectricity.1_v2.pdf and look out for insect activity in
your garden or on a January walk. You may at least see winter gnats, and al-
most certainly hear robins.

8. Finance
The council was provided with an up to date budget statement, accounts payable,
and bank statements. The accounts payable was signed and duly accepted by full
council.
Funds credited this month are £67.62 interest, £3161.24 from the
school for August, and £130 for Hall Hire.. All invoices are paid
and nothing is outstanding. Approvals requested below
£12 Poppy Wreath (L Price) APPROVED IN FULL
£8 Halloween (1zumi)APPROVED IN FULL
£40 3 monthly window clean APPROVED IN FULL
£114 RCAN annual subscription APPROVED IN FULL
£660 plus VAT VIA tree survey APPROVED IN FULL
£1080 Primary World Internet phone line- The council agreed that
the Village Hall have internet fitted, however the clerk was to also
obtain quotes from BT and SKY.
The clerk was happy to announce a grant award of £1000 from
East Midlands Airport Community Fund. This is towards the cost of
two new ovens for the Village Hall. It was agreed in full that the
ovens are purchased with an amount of up to £500 from the Par-
ish Council.

9. Village Hall
The Parish Council had put an expression of interest in the Bunny Bulletin in Octo-
ber regarding the caretaker/admin role. As yet nothing has been progressed and the
hall is being rented out. So it was agreed in full to have a temporary role of a
cleaner/administrator for 3 months, and was agreed to pay £40 for each clean (max
weekly) and £120 for an administrator payable monthly. The clerk is to contact
NALC regarding employment regulation for self employed/employed roles.
A list of projects that the council would like to spend funds on in the village hall
will be discussed later in the financial year. The village hall walls need painting and
will be added to the list.

10. Community
The Parish Council had made a nomination for the Rushcliffe Community Awards,
community group , However this year they had not been successful.
CllIr. Barrett agreed to look at the bench project on Bunny Hilltop and the clerk is to
write to the landowner to check that permission given earlier in the year was still
valid.
It was also agreed that a Parish Councillor Vacancy would be placed and a new
councillor can be co-opted when possible.
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11.Christmas

It was agreed the Christmas light switch on would be Saturday
at Spm.

The Parish Council will organise two Christmas Trees, mulled wine and mince
pies.

2"d pecember

12. Rushcliffe Planning Applications
No outstanding applications.

13. Highways/Environment
Storm Babet caused flooding issues in Bunny and the clerk is to follow up with
Severn Trent

14. Bunny Energy Group Update
A monthly meeting took place on Wednesday 8th November. We were fortu-
nate in that additionally to the full working group Chris Webb (Bunny resident)
attended as did Edward Leddy-Owen, Environment Team manager at Rush-
cliffe Borough Council.
It was agreed that the Bunny Energy Solutions Working Group should formally
record their wish to invite any residents of the village to attend their meetings
which take place at the Village Hall at 7.45 on the second Wednesday of every
month. All will be welcome to contribute to the meetings and to join the Work-
ing Group should they wish. The main aim of the W.G. is to enable the decar-
bonisation of properties to take place in order to contribute to achieving
Net-Zero in due course.
We are working closely with Edward Leddy-Owen and are hopeful that we
may be able to take advantage of the expertise of the Environment Department,
receiving information and advice as it becomes available and taking advantage
of specific opportunities as they arise.
David Beckford, John Berridge, Viv Keller-Garnet, Chris Rogers, Nigel Sut-
ton,

15. Next Agenda Items
Salaries
Budget
Next Meeting will take place Thursday 14 th December 2024 at 7pm in the
Village Hall
clerk@bunny.parish.email

NOTES FROM BUNNY WOOD

The Wood is quiet in winter (at least away from the A60), but it
isn’t grey and lifeless. Even at New Year there are signs of spring.
On the slope above the main ride you will see the green spears of
bluebells pushing apart the leaf litter. By the ride side ditch, the
heart-shaped leaves of early dog violet are visible as are the over-
wintering leaves of primroses (between nature trail posts 6 and
8). Some plants such as dog’s mercury and bramble are in leaf
year round, but all could be buried by snowfall if typical winter
re-asserts itself. Whether or not this happens, there is bird song.

Winter singing is unusual in British birds, but male and female
Robins (Erithacus rubecula) hold territories throughout winter.
Both sing, albeit in a somewhat melancholy way, when most other
birds have stopped. In fact, recent research (New Scientist 18/10/
2022) reveals that outside the breeding season both sexes sing
equally difficult songs, which discredits the belief that only male
songbirds sing.

According to Butterfly Conservation, only 2% of British butterflies
and moths overwinter as adults. Although most survive as eggs,
caterpillars, or pupae, some adults including Small Tortoiseshell,
and Peacock become dormant. To avoid freezing, these species
and others such as Brimstone store glycerol, which acts like anti-
freeze. Ringlet caterpillars do the same. However, if you find a
dormant butterfly, it is best to leave it, since disturbance can
drain its resources and it won’t survive. Such may be fate of active
Peacock and Red Admiral recorded (in Northamptonshire) on Jan

1512023.

Like butterflies, bumblebees require a minimum temperature to

become active (at least 15 ©C), but even in cold weather both can
raise body heat by basking in sun. Bumblebee bodies are also
hairy, so retain heat. Consequent on less cold winter weather
since the 1990s, several species have been recorded actively fly-
ing and foraging between November and February. Most will have
been queens, emerging on warm days to find pollen grains such
as hazel, released from late December until April.
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FIRST FOOT

First gentle dawn breaks o’er the lea,

Lights spikes of frost on leafless see,

Stirs copse and coupe from night-time drear,
Wakes woodland old to brand new year.

First song to hear is not of glee,

As robin sings in minor key.

Her notes are sung to make it clear,
To rivals that her home is here.

First butterfly, first bumble bee,
Take to the air, just flying free.
A risky jaunt as food’s austere,
Such early flight can cost them dear.

First spears of green pierce filigree
Of rotted leaves, autumn debris,
And early plants disturb veneer,
As future springtime’s pioneer.

First catkins on the hazel tree,
Cast dusty grains on chilly sea
To early bees they won’t adhere,
If mystic currents interfere.

Last night was time for fond esprit,
Bright star shells burst at apogee.

As woodland marks the turning year,
With renewed growth of ecosphere.

Chris Terrell-Nield 2023

Bunny Parish Council.
CASUAL VACANCY

Notice is hereby given that there is a casual vacancy existing on
the above parish council, and applications asking to be consid-
ered for co-option as a member are invited.

Any such applications must be forwarded by email to the clerk
Linda Price or to any councillor, before the 10th of January with
brief personal details in a note of up to 200 words.

Direct contact can be made with any member of the council but
written confirmation and notes to the clerk are still required.

This year the “switch on” was performed by Ron Snell
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Birth by Chocolate

Nativity
Festival

Great Tits enjoying Sunflower Seeds

27



26

CHIRPINGS - Notes on birds and nature in the garden

Thanks to my niece, my garden birds have had their own Advent Calendar
during December with a daily offering of one of 4 different foods — black
sunflower seeds, stripy sunflower seeds, corn and fat balls. What did they
make of it? Well, the two robins were always first in to see what had
appeared that morning, spread out on a tray rather than inside a bird
feeder, with the fat balls hanging on a separate hook. Careful to come one
at a time, they sampled everything, but weren’t impressed with the
sunflower seeds in their seed case when they had already learned how to
get sunflower hearts from the regular feeders. The peanuts (smashed up
with a handy hammer so no bird was taking a whole peanut) were their
favourites of the four foods.

About an hour later one of the feral pigeons would visit the new food and
once that one was feeding from the tray others joined it. Strangely, it was
always the same bird that came first — obviously a survivor, prepared to
try out new things. All the tit family and the finches barely gave the new
stuff a second glance, and just went straight to the usual sunflower hearts.
| had read that this has become the favourite food for garden birds, even
displacing niger seed which used to be the one to attract goldfinches. It
is not good for attracting sparrows though, they seem to prefer a seed mix,
and | rarely see sparrows in my garden although they are present in other
gardens nearby. Also, most birds take time to try out something new in
their environment and with the food changing each day they didn’t trust
it, preferred to stick with what they knew well. It was an interesting
experiment, anyway.

A footnote on sparrows — you might have seen them pecking at the mortar
around your bricks? It seems they do this in spring possibly to boost their
calcium intake to help produce eggs, and at any other time of the year it
is thought they are getting extra salts to round out their diet. Another
option is that they are picking up and swallowing grit to help grind down
tough seeds in their stomach, as many birds do, but sparrows are the ones
we are most likely to see doing it round our houses.

And so into a New Year — may you and your garden birds have a happy
2024!
Sheila Clark.
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BUNNY CHURCH NEWS

The Nativity Festival and Craft Fair has been a great success with many
enjoying the occasion.

We are very grateful to the organisers: Jan Eastgate and Lynda Osborne
and our thanks are extended to all those who supplied nativity scenes,
stalls on the day or h elped with the refreshments.

There will not be an Open Church on the last Saturday of December but
January 27th will be the first one of 2024.

Sunday services are
returning to normal.

1st. Sunday
Epiphany
10:am Café Church

2nd. Sunday

9 am Eucharist at
Bradmoor

10:30 am Morning
Prayer

3rd. Sunday
10 am Benefice
Eucharist at Stanton

4th. Sunday
Candlemass
6 pm Evening
Communion

Heather Paul

Three suspected loan sharks
arrested in Nottinghamshire

Earlier this month a man and two women

were arrested on suspicion of illegal money

lending in Nottinghamshire.

Illegal moneylenders charge extortionate

rates of interest and may threaten significant harm to borrowers if they
can’t make their repayments. Unfortunately, it's not always easy to spot
loan sharks. They can take many guises and operate in a variety of
ways.

The Centre for Social Justice (CSJ) estimates that there are up to 1.08
million people in debt to loan sharks in England.

If you, or someone you know has been affected by illegal money lend-
ing, you can contact the Stop Loan Sharks 24/7 Helpline in confidence
on 0300 555 2222 or access support online at
www.stoploansharks.co.uk. Live Chat is available on the website be-
tween 9am and 5pm, Monday to Friday.

21



VILLAGE DIARY FOR JANUARY

Date Time Event Place
1 Monday New Year's Bank Holiday
3 Wednesday Blue Bin Day
4 Thursday Returnto School Bunny School
7 Sunday  10:30 AM Cafeé Church St Mary's
10 Wednesday Grey Bin Day
14 Sunday 9:00 AM Communion Service Bradmore
10:30 AM Morning Prayer St Mary's
15 Monday  12noon  January Bulletin Deadline
17 Wednesday Blue& Green Bin Day
10:00 AM Community Café Keyworth Parochial Hall
2:30PM Chat in Church St Mary's
18 Thursday 12noon  LunchBunch Village Hall
Contact Jan on 9841570
1:30 PM Mobile Library Hill Top Convent
2:05 PM Mohile Library Church View
2:30 PM Mobile Library Albert Road
7:15PM Parish Council Meeting ~ Millage Hall
20 Saturday  10:30 AM HEAT Hub Meeting St Mary's
21 Sunday 10:30 AM Benefice Eucharist Stanton
24 \Wednesday Grey Bin Day
1:.00 PM Games Aftemoon Village Hall
27 Saturday ~ 10:30 AM Open Church St Mary's
28 Sunday 6:00 PM Candlemass Communion St Mary's
31 Wednesday Blue& Green Bin Day
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Advance notice: 7:30 PM Saturday February 10th
Social Evening in Village Hall
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