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EDITORIAL

Our little thirteenth century
friend on the front cover is now
in May picking flowers, but the
latin makes no sense at all.

Our Printers have come up with a
price for the coming year,
which,of course is higher than the
last. We will see if we can pass
on the increase to our advertisers,
or cease publishing.

As Browning said in his “Home
thoughts from Abroad”:
And after April, when May follows
And the white-throat builds, and all the swallows!
Hark, where my blossomed pear-tree in the hedge
Leans to the field and scatters on the clover
Blossoms and dewdrops-at the bent sprays edge-
That’s the wise thrush; he sings each song twice over
Lest you should think he never could recapture
The first fine careless rapture!

The troubles of the world seemed to have moved up to Church Street,
what with central heating replacement at the School and the White
House needing to be pinned back together. The festivities for Charles’s
coronation must go ahead regardless and St Mary’s will be on standby
in case the weather turns  as it did for his mother/ Christopher
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  NORBURY NATTERS
WATER WATER
March was a very wet month , but we have also seen three
incidents of water indoors in recent months. There was the
flood in the Village Hall, followed by one in the Almshouses
and finally the school. Let’s hope for a drier spell both
indoors and out in the coming weeks.
SCHOOL SETBACK
The school flood brought forward the use of the Village Hall
while a new heating system is installed at the existing school.
The first school in Bunny was in the Almshouse building. In
1875, shortly before she died, Harriott Forteath the owner of
the Bunny estate donated the land for the school which is now
the Village Hall. There are still residents who attended the
school, with some wondering if there will be a return to the pre
1960’s teaching methods!
DRAINS DILEMMA
The latest consultation responses from the Environment
Agency about the brickyard have identified a potential problem
with the drainage for the site. It seems that the underlying
mudstone would prevent the now normal practice of having
“soak aways” to take rain water from houses.
BUNNY BEGINNING
Not the village name, but the origins of the Easter Bunny. There
is a claim that it originating in Germany in the Middle Ages,
taken by migrants to the USA and then came over here, but
another argues that it is pagan in origin. Whatever, we continue
to exploit our USB. The promotion of a chocolate Bunny by the
makers of Kit Kat has brought its rewards in the form of a new
picnic bench on the Village Green and a bench at the entrance
to Bunny New Wood. Some villages have Scarecrow Festivals so
we could consider having a Bunny Festival
RUBBISH ROUNDUP
Good to see the return of the litter pick with the usual bacon
butties. Plenty of pickers, but it would nice to see a younger
element. The haul included the usual items, but also one
unmentionable item. Details available under brown envelope.



13

Brass dedication
plaques on the Font
Lid in St Mary’s
Church, Bunny

KitKat
Bunny in

Bunny
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Childhood Memories of Bunny

1939 and with war looming, after a short courtship my parents decided to marry in the
October. Initially renting 7 Loughborough Road to the south of the village, they soon
moved into the village proper, purchasing “Northsyde “on Main Street. Dad, an engineer
in the family business, was brought up in Keyworth which he always pronounced
“Kewuth” and Mum, a collier’s daughter from Warsop in North Nottinghamshire, who’d
seen domestic service with well to do families on the South Coast. Dad was a bit of a
pedant and persisted in writing the name of the village as “Bunney” as this was how it
was spelt when he as a boy.
In October 1943 a daughter, Susan Jane, was born. Sadly she only lived a few months and
her life is commemorated on a font cover in the church. Unable to have further children
they decided to adopt. My natural mother, being too poor to keep me, which is very sad,
placed me with an Adoption Society in London in early 1945. Yes, I’m a “ Sowf “
Londoner  originally! In those days you were selected and then placed with the family on
approval for a week or so. If rejected you were returned to the mother, or kept if found
suitable, with the paperwork to follow. A far cry from adoption today.
I was rejected once but eventually found myself at around a year old living in Bunny…but
not for long, as for reasons my parents could never explain, we moved to Thorneywood
in Nottingham.

Never entirely happy there, in 1954 we all returned to Bunny, buying one of the new
houses on Albert Road. Dad wanted a garage which was extra and the builder charged
him fifty pounds.
Starting school at the Bluecoat in Nottingham, weekdays saw me catching the number 66
Trent bus from the end of Albert Road. I’d always had a love of the country and whilst
the area in Nottingham where we lived was quite rural I was now in the real countryside.
Exploring took me far and wide around Bunny and in those days there appeared to be no
restrictions. Fairham Brook was a fascination and I fell in on several occasions! Here I
came across my first Mallard’s nest. I shall never forget the sight of those dozen or so
eggs in a down lined nest and this set me off in bird spotting and nest finding. To my
shame now I built up quite a good collection of eggs but never took more than one from
a nest. The wildlife in those days was prodigious with what are now uncommon species
easily spotted.
In one direction the Brook wound its way through Bunny Moor. Here I roamed endlessly
and especially in what we called the ‘Coy – a small wooded copse close to the end of
Moor Lane and which I guess was planted as a Decoy – hence the abbreviated name. It
was rumoured that an aircraft had crashed there during the war and despite my searching
for remains, nothing was found.There was always something new to explore. Just off
Fairham Brook Lane was the remains of old gypsum working and the entrance to a mine
which we played in, not without some trepidation. At the end of the Lane was what I
believe was Smeeton’s farm. I remember in one of the barns was a large de-fused bomb
standing up on end. Turning left along Wysall Lane is the rear of Bunny Park with the
gates half way along, the crumbling pillars topped by a couple of stone pineapples.



The Park was another fascinating area and a great playground with its several ponds. I
spent hours there. The largest I remember was Lodge Pond. I was drawn to this as it was
surrounded by dead trees and undergrowth. It had a surreal atmosphere and in my
imagination I saw it as a prehistoric area, complete with dinosaurs! The water always has
a broken-down raft on it comprised of old oil drums and boards. Again the area was a
haven for wildlife, especially woodpeckers. Another of the ponds was rectangular in
shape and had a stone wall at one end where birds would nest. The wooded area of the
Park close to Keyworth Lane at one time housed pigs and boars which we were very wary
of.
We used to creep up to the Hall, never quite sure of who lived there and whether we might
be caught. I remember it as being quite run down, as were the gardens and the barns
leading up to it. Later, the whole village was invited to a party there which was quite
splendid with many of the old villagers quite in awe of the occasion. In Spring the area
around the Hall was a sea of snowdrops and daffodils followed by bluebells. Likewise
Bunny, Rancliffe and Bluebell Woods were carpets of flowers in season and great places
for exploration. Close to the Hall was a football pitch where Bunny United played. A
youth team was decided upon and although of mediocre ability I did manage to score a
goal in one match and was rewarded by having my name in the local paper.
Bunny Hall Nurseries was where I found a Saturday and holiday job helping, or possibly
hindering, Kath and Ray Judson who ran it. A lovely couple. Kath could be a bit fierce,
but Ray was very laid back. The whole place was somewhat dilapidated and they lived in
what can only be described as a prefab-cum-greenhouse in the walled garden. It was here
I learnt about growing tomatoes, cucumbers, mushrooms, all manner of vegetables,
wonderful big dahlia blooms and beetroot. I enjoyed myself immensely being allowed to
operate a large, very smokey and very recalcitrant, ancient rotavator. Ray purchased a
cooker in which beetroot was steamed, we spending hours removing the skins when cold
ready for selling. I used to have red hands for days!  Kath often made me her speciality –
chicken soup. It had a thick film of fat on the top which put me off somewhat and was
always scaldingly hot. But my, that soup good.
From somewhere I acquired an old Standard car which I had ambitious plans to rebuild,
setting about it in one of the old buildings. Very soon Kath took a very dim view of this
oily heap and I was told to remove it forthwith!
One rarity the Nursery had was cherry plum trees which I’ve never come across since.
We’d spend hours picking these and they sold like hotcakes both at the shop and in the
old Central Market in Nottingham where Ray had the occasional stall. Since the crop was
usually heavy, Ray employed some ex prisoners-of-war Italians to assist and who seemed
to magically appear. They used to constantly rag me about girls! One, however, was
colour blind, unable to tell the difference between the ripe red plums and the unripe green
ones.
Often on a Saturday I used to accompany Ray to the Central Market in Nottingham, I
especially remember Christmas time where we sold holly and wreaths that he and Kath
has made up. Transport was an old Bedford van which was forever breaking down, one
Christmas Eve the column change gear linkage coming apart as we approached
Bradmore. Ever resourceful, Ray mackled it up and we got home – just!
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Winter in those days was often bitter, always with snow, which for a youngster was
a delight. Bunny Hill became impassible, the ponds froze over and often the village
was cut off. Sledges were the order of the day. One particular heavy fall saw snow
reaching the tops of the hedges on Keyworth Lane. Setting off we found an
abandoned fully laden Bunny brickyard lorry almost completely covered in
snowdrifts. We burrowed down into the cab and tried to get it started but sadly to no
avail. The brickyard was a source of attraction. After the workers had gone home we
used to explore the site, going into kilns which were still warm, mischievously
playing with unfired bricks and returning home covered in fine, flour like, brick dust.

The village shop was run by a Mr. Briggs where seemingly one could buy anything.
He was not particularly attentive and I know some of the boys in the village would
steal sweets from the counter when he wasn’t looking. One day I pestered Mum for
some jelly babies. Mr. Briggs had obviously had these for a long time but Mum,
against her better judgement I think, bought them and when home washed them,
dusting them in icing sugar. After eating them I was violently ill for a couple of days.
It hasn’t put me off though, nearly seventy years later I still enjoy them. Adjoining
the shop was the Halfway Garage, run by a Mr. Green and later by Max Rumph, a
rather colourful character. The Post Office originally formed parts of Mr. Briggs’
shop but later moved to a cottage on Main Street, run by Miss Nellie and Miss Hill.
It was quaint with, I seem to remember, quarry tiles as the floor and cane baskets for
sale hanging from the ceiling.  I recall many of the residents along Main Street and
Moor Lane. Miss Cordeux, a grand lady with her companion in Vine Tree Cottage.
Mabel Gunn whom, I’m sorry to say, suffered from being hit by a snowball I’d
thrown during a snowball fight one winter’s day.  The James families were farmers
with one farm at the top and the other at the far end. Jack James, a very jolly fellow,
owning a rather beat up Austin Princess Vanden Plas. Joan, his wife, was a lovely
lady and a great friend of my mother. I was told that cow cake was good for me and
being persuade to eat some. The taste still stays with me. Other farmers were the
Hinds, Cripwells and Sowters who farmed pigs down Moor Lane. One of the
Dorman sons at bottom of Bunny Hill owned a souped up Mini and I remember him
tearing around the neighbourhood, with the loudest exhaust note possible and
generally terrorizing the natives. I probably did the same with my cars later on!
The Rancliffe Arms was out of bounds when younger but around the age of
fourteen and after a hot summer’s day helping with the harvest I, with others,
would go round the back and thrillingly have a half a pint of bitter shandy. There
must have been more lemonade in it than beer as I remember it as being very
sweet. I was quite surprised at the bitterness of beer later on.

To be continued next month Chris Garner
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BUNNY PARISH COUNCIL Minutes of a meeting of

the Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Thursday 16th March
Cllr. Featherstone(Chair), Cllr .Beckford (vice chair),Cllr. Cannon,

Cllr Alldred, Cllr. Maria Webb, Cllr. Stubbs            Clerk Linda Price
1.Apologies for Absence
       None

2.Declarations of Interest
       Cllr. Stubbs declared his interest in the school project

3.Minutes
       From the meeting 16th March 23 Circulated and accepted

4. Members of the public
.      None in attendance

5. Correspondence
       The clerk has had correspondence from the tree warden Tom Petit,
regarding an ash    being removed at Fairham Grange. He wanted us to
know that the tree was diseased and dangerous so had to be cut down.
Also he gave his permission to have the small tree/bush to be removed
at the flagpole. The clerk will contact Aart de Grout for a quote.
It’s time to seek a renewal for the Public Liability Insurance and the
clerk will arrange for quotes.
NALC advised us of Data Protection Courses they will be running after
the election at a cost of £30.00.
There will be no Best Kept Village competition in Rushcliffe this year.
A member of the public approached the chairman and offered to work
with us to help with our online presence. We will invite them to a future
meeting.

6.Report from County Councillor Adair
Rushcliffe council tax bills will be hitting our doorsteps in the next few
days. Average increase in Rushcliffe is 5%.
The fire station on Loughborough Road at West Bridgford will remain
open.
The Solar farm above Bunny woods, at Costock has been approved.
This was Cllr. Adairs last meeting as the local councillor. The council
thanked him for all the hard work he has done for the parish and wished
him well in the future.
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7. Clerks Report
The clerk has had the paperwork from Ives and Co for the new lease by
National Grid for the substation. The council are to send the original
deeds to them.
The minutes were circulated for the Johnson Aggregates meeting and the
council were happy to approve the minutes.

8. Finance Invoice and Orders
The council have had a quote to repair the notice boards of £190.The
council were in full agreement.
The insurance company have agreed to pay for the repair of the fire alarm
system by ADT , The clerk will contact ADT to commence the work.
As per the councils past agreement Aart de Grout has been paid for tree
work, and DTW electrical for the new emergency lighting.
A cost of £22.00 to Olenka Bacon for extra plants was agreed as was the
costs of £22.74 for Village Hall Easter decorations and further Bins for
the toilets.The cost of Grass cutting was discussed and the council had
previously asked the clerk  for new quotes to help the Parish Council with
cost cutting measures. Quote A  £4054.80, Quote B £2520 plus VAT,
Quote C no response from provider. The council voted to accept quote B
and the clerk was to proceed with the formalities from 30 April. A new
contract was to be drawn up for the new provider and agreed at the next
meeting.
The other bills were the usual monthly amounts plus the annual radiator
clean of £60 .
All amounts were approved by the council.

9. Bunny Energy Solutions
The council were happy to introduce Chris Rogers who along with Counc.
Beckford spoke to them about Bunny Energy Solutions.
At their recent meeting four officers from Rushcliffe also attended and
discussed the plans to to be net zero.
The aim of Bunny Energy Solution is to raise awareness in the village for
the project and for people to ask questions. Small changes can make a
difference, and they want to promote that there is something for everyone
to become involved in and to make a difference to Carbon targets. Bunny
wants to be a pioneering village, along with Rushcliffe Council, to
investigate projects and obtain funding for a feasibility project.
Going forward Bunny Energy Solutions want to be part of village
conversations and in the future will be a holding a public meeting to
discuss further.
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10. Elections
     The clerk handed out the election packs to the councillors and will
arrange a date within the next two weeks to collect and take to
Rushcliffe. The council will continue to promote the election and look
for new councillors who would be interested in standing. Cllr. Alldred
informed us that he will not be standing as a parish councillor at the
next election.

11.Coronation
Cllr. Featherstone showed us the poster for the village fun day and
picnic and gave us an insight into what would be happening. It was
asked that the clerk would contact the highways department and advise
that Church Street will be closed on the day.

12. Village Hall and Village Hall staff.
Cllr. Stubbs informed us that due to the school having a new heat pump
and electrical work the school would like to use the village hall as a
classroom from 10/4 until 4/8. They would like full exclusive use, will
add temporary wifi, replace two secure doors at no charge to the village
hall. The cost of electricity and gas will also be paid in full be the school
during that period. The council discussed and agreed a weekly rate of
hire to the school. Cllr. Stubbs abstained from this discussion .
A rate was voted on and agreed and the implications of it being a full
and exclusive hire will be discussed with the Village Hall Staff. All
keys will need to be returned.
A confidential item was discussed regarding the Village Hall staffing
contracts and finance.

13. Planning
23/001/83 Bunny Hall, Garage with ECV  points  - No objections
22/02339/Ful  Moor lane  Amendments to previous plan  -  No
objections.
22/00743/Ful  Appeal notice for two storey barn off Moor Lane – For
information  only

14. Highways and Environment
Clerk to get quote for removal of tree/bush at the flag pole.

15. Next agenda
Elections
Coronation
Date of next meeting 20th April. Venue to be announced.
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PUBLIC MEETING with JOHNSONS
AGGREGATES AND RECYCLING

      Held on 23rd February in Bunny Village Hall
Attendees Lewis Johnson Managing Director (L.J)
Ana Alfonso     Group Environmental Compliance Manager (A.A)
Cllr. Featherstone   Chair Bunny Parish Council
Cllr Stubbs, Cllr Beckford, Cllr Cannon, Cllr Alldred
Linda Price   Clerk to Bunny Parish Council.
Circ. 40+ members of the public
Cllr. Featherstone welcomed all the attendees to the meeting and intro-
duced Lewis Johnson and Ana Alfonso to the meeting. She explained
that the meeting was to discuss any concerns that the public have re-
garding concerns around the recycling plant in Bunny Village on the
A60.
Lewis Johnson (MD) told us that the company has been operating out of
the site for over 15 years. The company currently has 3 sites, Bunny,
Ilkeston and Cambridgeshire. The company deals with the recycling of
Incinerator Bottom Ash (IBA). This is brought into the Bunny company
site by HGVs from Nottingham Incinerator and is recycled into various
products and metals removed and recycled further. Lewis wants to en-
gage with the locals and understand their concerns. Furthermore, he
wants to build a relationship with the local community and educate the
local area on what happens in Bunny. The meeting was passed over to
the community to ask questions.
I have summarised the questions and answers into similar concerns.
 1. IBA dust particles and the hazardous nature of the materials
were a concern from the audience- L.J explained that the dust particles
are tested regularly and were deemed to be not hazardous. There are
strict legal regulations that the company must adhere to. The plant at
Bunny has had no environmental breaches and is regularly inspected by
environmental officers. Today they had a visit from Nottinghamshire
Environmental Health and the plant was deemed safe. Lewis would be
happy to arrange a visit by residents so they can see how the processing
works. L.J is happy to arrange a bus tour of his company for residents to
see the process. A.A informed us that Johnsons Aggregates are required
to meet strict guidelines and processes including a two-weekly check of
materials being brought into the site.
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 2. Dust settling in the village – L.J explained the dust management
system with wheels of HGVs being washed before leaving the
site and the IBA being regularly sprayed with water. It is manda-
tory that a cover should also be put on all the lorries travelling to
and from the site, and a road sweeper is employed 3 times a
week. He said he sensed that Johnson’s were not being received
well in the local community, however he was not aware of fre-
quent complaints. L.J said please provide him with photos show-
ing the settled dust so he can investigate further. He also agreed
to visit a member of the public’s field tomorrow so he can see
for himself the amount of dust laying on the ground and on the
stables at the field. 3. Odour from the plant – Lewis again stated
that he was unaware that there was a large problem with the
smell in the area, and again reiterated that the company was
highly regulated and had to adhere to strict rules. L.J encouraged
the members of public to report any issues and will pass a con-
tact number on to the clerk.

 4. Transport and speed of vehicles entering and leaving the site-
L.J explained that live data is received from the vehicles and any
driver breeching the regulations would be removed from the
company. A recent  local accident led to employee’s being im-
mediately removed from Johnson’s . A meeting then took place
with all employees to reinforce the importance of safety and reit-
erate the company guidelines. L.J asked that the community help
with the monitoring of speeding or dangerous actions by his
drivers and gave his Transport Managers phone number to the
public to enable them to report anything.

Cllr. Featherstone concluded the meeting and thanked Lewis John-
son, Ana Alfonso and the members of public for attending.
This meeting should help the community and Johnson’s Aggre-
gates to work together in the future. A visit around the plant will
be arranged shortly.
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VILLAGE DIARY FOR MAY

Date Time Event Place

1 Monday May Day Bank Holiday

3 Wednesday Grey Bin Day

4 Thursday Borough Election Day

6 Saturday Coronation Day

7 Sunday 10:30 AM Coronation Café Church St Mary's

1:00 PM Coronation Celebratiom Village Green

8 Monday Bank Holiday

10 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day

2:30 PM Chat in Church St Mary's
11 Thursday 1:30 PM Mobile Library Hill Top Convent

2:05 PM Mobile Library Church View
2:30 PM Mobile Library Albert Road

14 Sunday 9:00 AM Communion Service Bradmore

10:30 AM Morning Service St Mary's

15 Monday 12noon June Bulletin Deadline

17 Wednesday Grey Bin Day

18 Thursday 7:00 PM Parish Council Meeting

21 Sunday 10:30 AM Benefice Eucharist Keyworth

24 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day

2:30 PM Chat in Church St Mary's

27 Saturday 10:30 AM Open Church St Mary's

28 Sunday 6:00 PM Evening Communion St Mary's
29 Monday Bank Holiday

30 Tuesday Half Term Holiday Schools

31 Wednesday Grey Bin Day
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BUNNY CHURCH NEWS
Easter Services
Our  Palm Sunday Cafe Church started with a procession with  each of us  carrying
palms around the Church. It was led by one of the children of our congregation
and  their Dad.   We joined those who wished to remain seated for the rest of the
service, led by Diana.   Many thanks to her for a lovely  service, enjoyed by all.
Maundy Thursday service and supper  were a great  success  and it was so nice that
Lesley, Emily and Sarah from Keyworth joined us.
Saturday Easter Vigil was very moving.   We congregated outside to light the fire
and the first part of the service was held by  candlelight.   Led by Bishop Martyn,
we celebrated Emily’s baptism and her, Sarah,  Rebecca, Jerome and  Laurence’s
confirmations.
It was good to see so many people at Easter Sunday communion at Bradmore
Church.    In Bunny, it was a   delight to welcome so many children and their
families as well as our regular  worshippers (and my cockapoo puppy!) to a joyful,
family Easter morning service, led by Richard.   We ended with an Easter egg hunt
for the children.  Many thanks to Richard.
Our  Easter Garden, planted by Heather and surrounded by Bunny School pupils’
excellent  drawings of the Stations of the Cross, was really  special this year.

Services in May (all services at Bunny except where stated)
Sunday 7th May - Cafe Church at 10.30am giving thanks for King Charles’
coronation.
Sunday 14th May -  Morning Service at 10.30am led by Richard  followed by
refreshments.
Sunday 21st May -  Benefice Eucharist at 10.30am at Keyworth.
Sunday 28th May - Evening  communion at 6pm.

Village Hall Toilets
There will be no access to village hall toilets each weekday until the summer
as Bunny School are holding classes in the village hall whilst repairs and
improvements are undertaken. The toilets will be available at the weekend.
There will no access to the kitchen throughout this period.

Annual Parochial Church Services (APCM)
The outcomes of the APCM held on 23rd April will be included in the June Bunny
Bulletin.

.
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Chat in Church
Chris and her helpers will be   serving her delicious cakes and drinks on
Wednesdays 10th and 24th May between 2.30pm and 4.30pm.   Hope to see you
there!

Open  Church
Come and join us for hot  drinks and toasted teacakes on Saturday 27th May at
10.30am to 12noon. Fr Tom’s  Sabbatical
Fr Toms three month sabbatical from May to July will involve him
undertaking studies in the Holy Land.   We send  him our very best
wishes and look   forward to hearing the outcomes of his   studies.
Arrangements to cover his duties whilst he is away are being finalised
and will involve Rev  Margaret Oldroyd, Rev Michael Bishop and our
lay readers Richard, Diana and Linda.

Bradmore Church Floodlights
These are now repaired and switched on at significant cost due to the
difficulties of  access.

Bishop, Dean and other clergy with the newly confirmed.
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CHIRPINGS – Notes on birds and nature in the garden

While the birds are busy chasing each other around (dunnocks flapping away at
each other in my garden) and investigating the natural food sources now appear-
ing in our gardens (blue tits hanging upside down hoovering something from the
apple branches, though I’m not sure what it is they are finding), they are all
generally flaunting their smart new colours.  Robins and chaffinches are glow-
ing, blackbirds are particularly glossy and their bills seem brighter than usual,
goldfinches and greenfinches are flashing their wing stripes and even the pi-
geons are looking smart and business-like.  Early morning sunshine gives them
all a slightly reddish tinge, very beautiful.  After a long absence of any collared
doves I have acquired a young one, smaller than the adults though well able to
feed itself, but its lack of a collar-line identifies it as a “teenager”.  Naturally
when a parent is around it still begs to be fed, and is met with a cold shoulder.

Down Bradmore’s Moor Lane the songthrush is singing away, and a chiffchaff,
and a pair of jays have been frequenting the area hopefully investigating nest
sites.  The rookery has reached 15 nests this year, with a top count of 35 birds
coming in to roost beside Mere Meadow.  The blackthorn and crab apple
blossoms are tempting overwintering butterflies out – small tortoiseshells and
my favourite, the bright yellow brimstones. For a while we have been relocating
butterflies from inside our chapel onto the lavender outside, including one day a
hummingbird hawkmoth which managed to fly off successfully at the second
attempt.  The occasional queen bee has been visiting the garden, and as April
goes on the insect life is really taking off.

My garden is a “no-dig” garden, as much out of laziness and regard for
my back muscles as for environmental reasons, so I don’t often see my
earthworms unless I am disturbing the soil for planting.  Declines in
earthworms may be partly responsible for declines in some of our bird
species. The drop in numbers in woodlands has been linked to a general
drying out of the land in present hotter, drier summers - the south being
affected more than the midlands.  Our earthworms are important not just
for the thrushes, of course, but for recycling and improving our garden
soil without us having to do anything ourselves, so please think before
you dig, don’t disturb them from their good work!

Sheila Clark.



The house sparrow grabs top spot again!
This bold, noisy, community-minded bird has landed in top spot in Birdwatch, for the
20th year in a row, despite more than 10 million pairs disappearing in the UK since the
late 1960s. However, house sparrow  numbers have remained relatively stable
over the last twenty years with signs of increases in some parts of the
UK.
2 BLUE TIT
A favourite everywhere! This familiar and energetic little entertainer at the feeder has
made second spot again for the third year in a row.
3 STARLING
The starling is a non-mover at number three. But like last year, this noisy, vibrant and
gregarious garden visitor sadly remains in decline.
4 WOODPIGEON
With their cooing call a familiar part of the urban soundscape, woodpigeon numbers
have soared in the past 40 years so unsurprisingly it still sits tight at number four.
5 BLACKBIRD
The blackbird remains at number five and remains one of our most common and
striking UK garden birds.
6 ROBIN
The UK’s favourite bird retains sixth place this year. Watch out for these bold friends
waiting for you to serve up worms when you are digging the garden.
7 GOLDFINCH
The vibrant goldfinch is doing well but is static at number seven. You’ll be hearing its
familiar twittering flight song again over the coming year.
8 GREAT TIT
Both acrobat and boss at the feeder, our largest UK tit has stayed put at number eight,
so that two-note squeaky bike pump song isn’t going away!
9 MAGPIE
This smart jack of all trades has steadily increased its numbers in urban areas in recent
years making it a non-mover at number nine.
10 LONG-TAILED TIT
The delightful long-tailed tit has reappeared into the top 10 this year, an impressive
improvement on last year when it sat in 15th.
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CROWNING THE MAY

Blooms
Ghostly white in moonlight’s shadow,
Strung on thorny branches tight.
Glow like pearls on regal trousseau,
Perfumed gown that scents the night.

As
Winding through the hazel tableau,
Over resting moth and mite,
Sweetness crosses footpath narrow,
Teases nymph and clear wing sprite.

Though
Bothers not the palling blue-throw,
Lost on sleeping daisy bright,
Some will have this fragrant outflow,
Written into their birth-right.

So
Fever flies ascend the scent flow,
Pollen beetles take to flight.
All assemble for the floor show,
Dancing round the may tonight.

Chris Terrell-Nield 2023

28 Still looking for 12 computing terms in April’s edition? Here they are:
Path, logs, platform, bug, enter, domain, thread, worm, root, net, nodes, array

Common
Hawthorn

Midland
Hawthorn

Fever Fly Dilophus Febrilis



NOTES FROM BUNNY WOOD
The scented thorn is Crataegus monogyna (common hawthorn). It’s very
common throughout the wood in more sunny locations such as ride
sides and along the woodland edge, where it can form dense, thorny
thickets. This is why it has long been selected for hedgerows.
Named after the month in which it blooms, May Day was the start of
Celtic summer, and villages “brought in May” both the sweet-smelling
blossom and maypole dancing. To the Romans, hawthorn was a symbol
of marriage, to the Greeks of good fortune. However, there is a darker
side, as many believed that bringing the blossom inside, sometimes with
its pollinators, would lead to illness and death.
There also have a second hawthorn species. Crataegus laevigata
(Midland hawthorn) is far less frequent and more shade tolerant. It
differs from common hawthorn having more rounded leaves. Each flower
has two central stigmas, so two seeds develop in each berry. Common
hawthorn has deeply cut leaves. Flowers have a single stigma and fruits
have one seed. However, the species do hybridize.
There is a C. laevigata on the right of the North Ride after post
6.Common hawthorn supports about 300 insect species. Its leaves are a
caterpillar foodplant for over twenty of our moths, including the lackey,
vapourer, and small eggar. Its flowers provide nectar and pollen for bees
and flies including the fever fly Dilophus febrilis.
Eaten by migrating and overwintering birds and small mammals, the
haws are rich in antioxidants, and a good food source. But this month is
about scent. Walk past a hawthorn hedge in blossom and you’ll notice
the spicy, almond-like odour.  Although prized for centuries by
perfumers, this scent isn’t for us.
Plant scents consist of volatile compounds produced to attract
pollinators, often by mimicking odours inherent to them. Flowers then
produce a reward of nectar or pollen which stimulates return. Work with
bees shows this increases an insect's ability to learn food sources and
enhances successful pollen transfer.
Hawthorn scent contains trimethylamine, a compound formed in
decaying animals. For centuries, people laid out their dead and sat with
them during wakes, so the odour of this chemical was associated with
death. It attracts flies because its strong fishy odour suggests a suitable
place to lay eggs. Searching for non-existent carrion, flies move from
flower to flower, transferring pollen. More positively, hawthorn extracts
have long been used to treat cardiovascular diseases. Herbalists
including Nicholas Culpepper (1616-1654) wrote about hawthorn’s
medicinal benefits. We now know these come from flavonoids found in
hawthorn blossoms, leaves and berries thought to increase coronary
arterial blood flow by dilating the arteries.So it’s not all bad.
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Keeping Bunny Tidy

After an absence of some four years ( the last litter pick was on 6th
April 2019)the annual litter pick was back. On Saturday 18th March
more than 25 enthusiastic villagers turned out to pound the highways
and hedges of Bunny armed with black bin bags in search of litter. And
we managed to fill more than 25 black bin bags and collect numerous
miscellaneous   items.

Amongst these items was metal and plastic piping, a golf
ball and some artificial turf. Just needed a putter and a
small windmill to create a crazy golf hole.   The prize for the
most unusual find most go to Graham Norbury who found a
toy, but not the sort you will find on the shelves at Toys R
Us!!!

Excellent catering in the form of bacon and egg butties and
tea and coffee before the start of the litter pick were served
by Stella, Gill and Debbie. Many thanks to them. And many
thanks to everyone who turned up on the day, and those
who did their own litter pick before hand. Also a mention to
BIG who throughout the year keep the village looking very
neat and tidy.

John Alldred
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Rushcliffe South Villages – Community Safety
Group (RSVCSG)

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

AGENDA for a MEETING on 6 th

June 2023 at 11.00am at theRUSHCLIFFE ARENA

1. Chairman’s Welcome and Introductions
2. Adoption of Agenda
3. Apologies
4. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest
5. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting held on 5thDecember 2022
6. Matters Arising not included in this Agenda
7. Announcements from Neighbourhood Policing - Inspector Rob
Lawton
8. Announcements from Rushcliffe Borough Council - Cllr Rob Inglis,
Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Environment & Safety
9. Matters of concern and other comments relating to policing and

community safety – from Representatives of Parish Councils and

Neighbourhood Watch Coordinators / Farm Watch and others – open
discussion
10. Summing up by Chairman and identification of specific actions
11. Any Other Business
12. Date and place of next meeting

As your duly re-appointed co-ordinator I shall do my best to attend the
above meeting on your behalf.
If anyone has any ideas to be brought up at such a meeting, apart,of
course from speeding on the A60, of which I am well aware, please tele-
phone or e-mail me before the day.

Christopher
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Bunny Bulletin Committee
Editor: Christopher Paul 148 Loughborough Road 9845172
Diary Editor & Treasurer Heather Paul 148 Loughborough Road
9845172
Invoicing & Minutes Chris Brown 36 Main Street 9211791
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are
not necessarily those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the
right to edit material as and when it is considered appropriate.
Readers Please Note: The articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for
circulation to the residents of Bunny Village and for others by
subscription only.
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