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EDITORIAL

The source from which I derived
the front  cover said that he was
planting trees, but my translation
of the Latin is “I give thanks”.
He could, of course, be giving his
mother a plant for Mothering Sun-
day, or just praying for the surviv-
al and fruiting of the tree.

We now have an advertisement
(page7)  for a very reputable in-
surance company, but still no esti-
mates from our Printers as to our
future costs.

As Browning said in his “Home thoughts from Abroad”:
Oh, to be in England now that April’s there,
And whoever wakes in England sees, some morning, unaware,
That the lowest boughs and the brushwood sheaf
Round the elm-tree bole are in tiny leaf,
While the chaffinch sings on the orchard bough
In England - now!

He did not mention
the weather.

The colourful display of graffiti outside my house has been replaced by a
colourful display of workmen, holding up the traffic on the A60, to dig up
Kate’s drive and hopefully get things right this time./ Christopher

11



BUNNY  &  BRADMORE  W I
Bunny & Bradmore WI   meet on the third Monday of the
month 2.00 – 4.00 pm, alternately at Bunny Village Hall and

Bradmore Community Hall.

We have speakers, social meetings and outings.
Come along and join us -  visitors always welcome.

Meetings are advertised on the Village notice boards.
Next meeting Talk on Animal Welfare on

17 April in Bradmore.

Recent talks on Rutland, Gin Making.

Contact : sallystarling91@gmail.com

Ride & Stride 2023
Nottinghamshire Historic Churches Trust’s Ride & Stride

will take place again in September. You can be
sponsored to bike, walk, or  drive between churches and

your church can be sponsored to host refreshments.
The money raised by participants will be  shared

between your  chosen church and the Trust.
 Registration Forms will be sent out in March to all

churches that have previously taken part.
 Individuals who would like  to join in, please contact

Margaret on ml.info.nhct@gmail.com.
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NORBURY NATTERS

RANCLIFFE RESCUE REMEMBERED
It is difficult to believe that it was 20 years since Rachael and
family rescued the Rancliffe from permanent closure. Before
then regulars had been known to clean the bar and been
forced to go down to the garage to buy drinks. The family
have always been supportive of the village and the evening
of food and cake for the regulars was a very welcome and
enjoyable surprise. Long may they reign and thank you for
20 wonderful years.

FLOOD FRUIT
An early, if small, fruit of the efforts to deal with flooding in
the village has emerged. The stretch along the Lough-
borugh Road has spawned a large number of technicolour
hieroglyphics presumably identifying the run of the drains
and the work required. The outcome is awaited along with
any other progress.

RECYCLING RIPOSTE
Johnsons have now submitted a very detailed objection to
the proposed Brickyard development arguing that it would
have a negative effect on their business and that it is
unsuitable for housing. It would have been useful to have
this when it was considered at the time of the Local Plan, but
hopefully the planners will take note and reconsider. The
objection can be found on the Rushcliffe Planning Portal

PLANNING POSER
The arcane and ever changing nature of planning rules can
throw up unexpected  elements which are  contrary to  what
is generally believed. A recent case arose in relation to the
enforcement of planning rules for tree removal, but applies
to other aspects. It seems that while local authorities have a
statutory duty to consider planning applications, the extent
of enforcement of planning conditions for approved cases is
discretionary.
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BUNNY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the
 Village Hall on Thursday January 16th February 2023

Coun.Beckford,, Coun. Cannon, Coun.Alldred,
Coun. Maria Webb                                    Clerk Linda Price

  1.Apologies for Absence Cllr. Featherstone, Cllr Stubbs.
  2.Declarations of Interest None

  3.Minutes   From the meeting 19th January 2023 Circulated and
accepted

  4. Members of the public None in attendance
  5. Correspondence
      Footpaths- The clerk read an email from Mr Pearson who can no longer
continue his role as footpath warden. He has very kindly found a couple of
MOP who are happy to take over this responsibility and the clerk will be in
touch with them shortly. The council thanked Mr Pearson for the
commitment he had given to this role. Also Cllr Webb had been advised of a
poorly maintained footbridge on one of the footpaths and the Clerk will take
this up with the council.
       Remembrance- Mr Pearson is happy to continue as the flag and
remembrance warden and the council voted to purchase 10 large poppies at a
cost of £9.95 each from the RBL .
      Rushcliffe Community and Voluntary Services – The council voted in
favour to continue their free membership.
  6.Report from County Councillor Adair
     Cllr. Adair informed us that the funding had been processed for the speed
gun initiative with Bradmore PC and the funds will be with us shortly.
A crossing initiative on the A60, which Notts Highways have been looking
at for over 10 years, is still being investigated but a problem with the
drainage needs to be understood first.
 7. Clerks Report
       The drainage walk went ahead with representatives from Notts
Highways, VIA flooding  management, local experts and Cllr Featherstone.
The clerk received an email from our MP Ruth Edwards who said she will
chase up the various authorities if nothing happens.



Website – The Clerk is working with the website to make sure more up to
date information is displayed. The photos of the village Hall are also to be
updated.
The Clerk  has asked everyone to keep publicising the Johnsons meeting on
the 23rd February , and Cllr. Cannon is to keep the public informed on the
Bunny Facebook Page.
There is a grant available for the Coronation from Rushcliffe and the council
will apply.
The tree surgeon Aart de Groot has completed the works at the allotment and
the quote was agreed at the last meeting.
  8. Finance Invoice and Orders
         The monthly bills sheet was passed and agreed. Along with the usual
bills the clerk pointed out that Octopus Energy hadn’t claimed since October,
so the amount covered for that period and a a future gas payment were high,
although these were budgeted for. A proportion of the gas bill would be
invoiced to the insurers as we were advised to keep the heating on for 24/7.
The NS plumbing bill and DTW Electrical bill totalling £236 were being sent
to the insurers to be reimbursed as they are from the flood repair work. It was
agreed that DTW electrical carry out the emergency light repair and again
this bill would be forwarded to the insurers via the Bunny and Bradmore
Charity.
The annual fee of £165.64 was paid to NALC, annual emergency lighting
£172.79, and village hall items of toilet roll, toilet bins and Easter Bunting
were also paid totalling £42.51 were also agreed by the council in full.
  9. New Sub Station Western Power
      The council had been informed by the National Grid that the lease and
life of the substation had come to an end. It was agreed by a full vote of the
council that the proposal of £200 a year rent from the National Grid on a
lease of 25 years (all legal fees to be paid by National Grid) was to be
accepted. National Grid will look to carry out the work during the school
summer holidays.
  10. Elections
     The clerk had circulated all the information received so far from Rush-
cliffe regarding the elections. It was pointed out that every councillor needs
to fill in the forms to be re elected in May. The clerk is having further train-
ing from Rushcliffe on the 1st March..
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11.Village Hall
      A member of the parish is to restart the play group after Easter along
with a general coffee morning for the village. The councillors are happy
to support this.
We still have no fire alarm working again due to flood damage. The
council understands the limitations this puts on the numbers attending an
event. The repair cost estimate from ADT is over £1700. This has been
forwarded again to the insurers via the Bunny Bradmore Charity.
  12. To Consider Planning Applications.
  23/00010/LBC  The White House   - no objections
  21/02109/OUT   110 Dwellings Bunny Brick Yard – OBJECT with the
same reasons as previously given . There was little change in the
application except for a minor change on one of the roads.
  23/00254/FUL    Solar farm Gotham/Ruddington  - SUPPORT
  13. Highways and Environment
      Footpaths – The clerk will pass on the information received
regarding the dangerous footbridge across the brook.
 The clerk has contacted Rushcliffe/Streetwise to organised litter picking
equipment for the Spring Clean on 18th March . Cllr. Alldred has agreed
to co ordinate this, with volunteers meeting at 9.30 in the Village Hall. A
budget of £70 has been agreed by the council to provide
refreshments/equipment for the volunteers.
.14. Items for next agenda
Elections
Carbon Neutral Bunny Energy Group Report
Coronation
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Hello Christopher

I am sorry its last minute but here are the draft minutes for
February. I have been away on holiday.

Also I have minutes for the Johnsons meeting , but we need
to discuss and agree at March meeting on Thursday. Could I
ask you just to put something in the BB to say that the
Johnsons meeting notes will be in the following months BB

Thank you very much.

Linda
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PROFESSOR RICHARD (DICK) M.S. WILSON. FAcSS
1946 - 2023

Dick, always a proud Yorkshireman with the white rose of Yorkshire flag flying
in his garden, was born in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, the middle son of three
very bright children. In his formative years, he excelled in Scouting,
(becoming a Queen’s Scout and later a Senior Scoutmaster), was awarded
the Duke of Edinburgh gold award (which included a night sleeping in a ditch
after spending too long at an inn with friends!) and gained distinction as a
cross country runner.
Dick was a successful executive accountant but it is his academic career
and achievements that defined him and of which he was rightly proud. He
held professorships at the Universities of Loughborough, Keele, Queen’s
(Belfast) and Nottingham Trent in the field of Business Administration and
Financial Management as well as many visiting professorships at universities
around the world. He had a passion for accounting education research and
scholarship and wrote/edited more than 50 books and contributed to over 40
more, as well as serving on a number of professional bodies. He also
purposely forged links between the academic world and the accounting
profession.
But we in Bunny primarily knew Dick for the passion and tenacity with which
he pursued causes and improvements that were close to his heart. Without
his tireless effort and enthusiasm, we would have had no Speed Watch
group; the more detailed, refreshed Bunny Bulletin Neighbourhood Watch
Reports providing vital information and advice and featuring ‘Welcome to
Bunny’ to newcomers; and the much appreciated ‘Welcome to Bunny’
booklet given to all arrivals to the village. And it was Dick who organised the
Ukrainian flag to be flown on the village flagpole to show our support for
Ukrainians and our condemnation of the Russian invasion of their country.
Dick was a very active Parish Councillor. He took a keen interest in all its
affairs, in particular, planning applications, finance and the need for a
programme of activities informed by a household survey which he instigated.
He was meticulous and a stickler for the rules and could become frustrated
when others did not support what he felt to be right. He also offered his
professional skills as auditor to Bunny Church and Bunny Charities.
A man of great principles and when it came to supporting individuals on a
private rather than public basis, Dick was compassionate, caring and kind.



His taste in music was wide ranging, he
loved his cats and feeding the wild birds
in his and Gill’s garden.
 He was an avid reader of, and letter
writer to, the Times and he had a keen
sense of humour, delighting in sending
round jokes and cartoons.
Dick will be missed by many, including
those at Chat in Church and the Lunch
Club, both of which he and Gill regularly
attended, and the Rushcliffe Walking for
Health Group where he was renowned
for his long tales!
People may have been cautious at first
on getting to know Dick, but as one of
our villagers has commented on Dick’s
passing - ‘he was a fine man’.

Graham Norbury and Penny Wakefield

A SPECIAL THANK YOU FROM GILL WILSON

I am very grateful to the huge number of residents in Bunny
for the sympathy cards, messages and flowers which I have re-
ceived since Dick’s passing. It is good to know that the art of

writing condolences is alive and well. They have given me much
comfort and are an indication of the caring community in which
we live. Dick was happy living in Bunny and during his retire-
ment he sought to contribute much to that community for the

benefit of all. It is hoped that his legacy will live on.
Very many thanks,

Gill
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This week has seen an increase in rural thefts, officers
 are seeking information in relation to 3 recent inc
idents in the region:
  • Attempted theft of a trailer laden with steel from
Langar on Tuesday 28/02/2023 just after 20:00 hours, whereby offenders
have ran over the fields but trailer and steel have been recovered.
• The theft of a GPS dome on Monday 27/02/2023 from Stragglethorpe at
around 04:30 hours, these domes are worth thousands of pounds and are
integral to the working of tractors and farm machinery.
• The attack of 2 sheep in Screveton where sheep have been killed, butchered
and the meat taken from the field in which they were kept overnight on
23/02/2023 - 24/02/2023.
Officers will continue to visit farms and farmers are also asked to bare in mind
a number security deterrents:
  • Remove devices where possible when not in use.
• Mark your property with a postcode and record serial numbers.
• Ensure the software is up to date, including tracking software, and marked
with security warning stickers.
• Where you can’t remove a device, consider a lock or an alarm.
#MarkItRemoveItLockIt

Members of the public are also encouraged to use the What 3 Words app on
their mobile device, this pinpoints your exact location and gives it a 3 word
tag – this is extremely useful for officers responding to rural crime with no
obvious point of reference.

Officers have also been at recent Rural Crime meetings speaking with a large
number of farmers in the Rushcliffe South area speaking about a number of
issues and concerns within the community. Further farm visits and Rural
Crime Packs are to be delivered to farms across the region, with numerous
already visited.

Further rural patrols have been carried out by local officers and from the
forces Operational Support units, these will continue to take place over
coming weeks.

Members of the public are encouraged to report these incidents to police by
calling 101 or 999 where a crime is in progress or in an emergency. More so
than anywhere else, in rural areas, you are our eyes and ears!

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
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VILLAGE DIARY FOR APRIL
Date Time Event Place

26-Mar Sunday 2:00 AM British Summertime begins:Clocks+1hr
6:00 PM Evening Communion St Mary's

29 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day
2:30 PM Chat in Church St Mary's

31 Friday 12noon Stations of the Cross St Mary's
01/Apr Saturday 7:30 PM Village Social Village Hall

2 Sunday 10:30 AM Palm Café Church St Mary's
5 Wednesday Grey Bin Day
6 Maunday Thursday 6:00 PM Maundy Supper St Mary's
7 Good Friday Bank Holiday

12noon Stations of the Cross St Mary's
1:00 PM Quiet Hour St Mary's

8 Holy Saturday 8:30 PM Rituals+1st Mass of Easter St Mary's
9 Easter Sunday 9:00 AM Communion Service Bradmore

10:30 AM Communion Service St Mary's
10 Monday Bank Holiday
12 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day

2:30 PM Chat in Church St Mary's
13 Thursday 1:30 PM Mobile Library Hill Top Convent

2:05 PM Mobile Library Church View
2:30 PM Mobile Library Albert Road

17 Monday Summer Term Begins Schools
12noon May Bulletin Deadline

19 Wednesday Grey Bin Day
20 Thursday 7:00 PM Parish Council Meeting Village Hall
23 Sunday 4:30 PM Annual Parochial Church Meeting St Mary's

6:00 PM Evening Communion St Mary's
26 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day

2:30 PM Chat in Church St Mary's
29 Saturday 10:30 AM Open Church St Mary's
30 Sunday 6:00 PM Evening Communion St Mary's
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BUNNY CHURCH NEWS
Warm Easter greetings to  everyone from all of us at Bunny Church!
As always, if you or anyone you know are in need of help at this time,
please don’t hesitate to contact Fr Tom, Heather or Penny - we are here
for you.

Easter Services
We’d love to see you, your family and friends at our  Easter services.
All services are at Bunny except where  mentioned.
Sunday 2nd April - Cafe Church at 10.30am.   After refreshments, our
Palm Sunday service will start with a procession around the churchyard,
led by Diana, before we enter the church to join those who prefer to
remain seated.
Monday 3rd April - Communion service at 6pm (please note change of
date from 4th April).
Thursday 6th April - Maundy Thursday  Supper and service at 6pm. Do
join us for a mediterranean style supper of bread, cheese, olives, pate
etc.   Please let Penny know if you’d like to come.
Good Friday 7th April - Stations of the Cross at 12noon followed by
Quiet  Hour at 1pm.
Saturday 9th April - Easter Vigil at 8.30pm.   Service led by Bishop
Martyn Jarrett will include baptism and confirmations. Refreshments
will be  served after the service - please let Penny know if you can join
us.
Easter morning Communion  service at Bradmore at 9am.
Easter morning service (non   communion) at Bunny at 10.30am
followed by coffee/tea and hot cross buns..

Other Services in April
Sunday 16th April - Benefice Eucharist at 10.30am at Stanton on the
Wolds.
Sunday 23rd April -  Evening  Communion at 6pm.
Sunday 30th April - Benefice Eucharist at 10.30am at Bunny  where we
are looking forward to welcoming Lydia at her  baptism.



Bunny with Bradmore Vestry, Annual Parochial Church
(APCM) and Parochial Church Council (PCC) Meetings
These will take place on Sunday 23rd April at 4.30pm at Bunny
starting with the Vestry Meeting..
All parishioners (residents of Bunny and Bradmore) are welcome
to attend the Vestry Meeting and elect the churchwardens for the
forthcoming year.    If you are interested in standing as a
churchwarden - and we would   welcome people who are
interested - please contact either Heather or Penny who will be
able to  explain the duties and provide the  relevant forms.
All parishioners are welcome to attend the APCM but only those
on the church’s electoral roll may vote.
Please  contact Christopher Paul if you would like to join the
church’s electoral roll.   The APCM receives the annual reports
(Rector’s, Treasurer’s, Fabric, Churchwardens’,Safeguarding,
Deanery Synod etc), elects the Deanery Synod  representatives
and the PCC members and appoints the Independent Accounts
Examiner.
The PCC meeting  elects the officers of the PCC (Vice Chair,
Secretary, Treasurer, Gift Aid Secretary, Electoral Roll Officer,
Safeguarding Officer).
If you are  interested in standing as a PCC  member and/or as one
of the Officers - and we would welcome this - please contact
Heather or Penny who will explain the duties and provide the
relevant forms.
Chat in Church
Enjoy a cup of tea or coffee, a  friendly  chat and one or two of
Chris’ delicious cakes between 2.30 and 4.30pm on Wednesdays
12th and 26th April.
Open Church
Hot drinks and toasted teacakes  await you on Saturday 29th
April at 10.30am to 12noon.

Heather and Penny

25



26

CHIRPINGS – Notes on birds and nature in the garden

Back in early March I was watching two robins in my garden, one
investigating a nest site in the ivy cover along the fence, trying to
work out a route in among the leaves and branches, hovering to suss
out the access.  Eventually he found the route the blackbirds used
last year.
There were two dunnocks, sitting side by side on adjacent branches,
comfortable in each other’s company.  A female blackcap on the
mahonia flowers fuelling up for her migration, then later she was on
the apple tree wiping her beak on the bare branches.  A smart great
tit was looking very  flashy in breeding plumage, bobbing about
here and there.  Male blackbirds eyed each other warily below the
feeders – then a sudden “get off my patch” chase.  And the usual
goldfinches and pigeons, bullied into queuing up for the feeders
behind a butch greenfinch.
All this happened in 15 minutes, under a heavy grey sky, distracting
me from my current reading :- “Wild Fell” by RSPB warden Lee
Schofield about the gradual rewilding of the land around Hawes-
water in the Lake District.  I can recommend the book, an insight
into working alongside farmers who have been there with their
sheep a lot longer than the RSPB…
Anyway, we are on the edge of April and thoughts turn to the
re-awakening of plants and insects for spring.  Bumblebees will be
out, the buff-tailed and white-tailed ones nibbling holes in the bases
of short, open flowers to rob the nectar, while the garden bee and
common carder bee have longer tongues and can cope with such as
deadnettle, catmint, honeysuckle.  The red-tailed bee is a bigger
monster and likes to land on a platform,  a daisy or a knapweed.
And I have discovered there is an insect called a hairy-footed flower
bee, which is smaller than a bumblebee.  The male bee is ginger-
brown with cream hair on its face, and its feet and legs really are
very hairy.  (The female is black with orange hind legs, much less
hairy.) I do hope I will find them in my garden this spring.



For anyone still wondering what to plant this year, the top 30 plants
for bees include buddleia, bugle, clover, comfrey, foxglove,
honeysuckle, heather, knapweed, marjoram, sage, thistles, toadflax,
vipers bugloss and woundworts.  Plenty there to go at.  For the
spring, special favourites are primroses, garlic mustard, sweet
rocket, aubretia and honesty.
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Greenfinch

Spring Walks in April
at 8th April  – Wilwell Farm Cutting in Spring. Come with Gordon to
look at the first signs of spring and especially the early flowers of the
season. Meet  10 am  at the Wilwell car park on the left, just before the
ring road bridge on the B680 between Ruddington and Wilford (look out
for reserve sign). Post Code for approx location NG2 7UT, Just Three
Words = home, news, fuzzy       Need more info contact
gordon.dyne@gmail.com
Sun 30th  April – Dawn Chorus at Sharphill Wood  beginning at 06.30 am
and led by John Elwell. Please contact John for details on 07794 052672 or
via the Friends of Sharphill Wood at sharphillwood@yahoo.co.uk.



WOOD-WIDE WEB?

As a springtime dawn lights each path and coupe,
Pearl-like drops shine bright, riming stem and leaf.
Rain clouds passed this way, crossing wold and lea,
In the cool of night, in a shower brief,
Logs in stacks piled high,
Sheltered mouse and fly.

Soon will come the sun, feeding verdure spun.
Hogweed spreads its shade, gives a white platform,
On which soldier bug issues scent divine.
When a winsome mate’s courtship dance perform,
Enter beau stage right,
Red coat shining bright.

Seeping through the moss into death’s domain,
Enters fungal thread, moistens cryptic worm,
Runs on through the mould, water wets each root.
Violet lifts its face, midst the terra-firm,
Eyes each shrub and tree,
Scans the bluebell see.

Throughout ancient wood spreads a hyphal net,
Holds the nodes that join all that’s quick and dead.
Every species linked as its niche within,
Wood-wide web of life with array outspread,
Even one raindrop,
Builds the vernal crop.

Chris Terrell-Nield 2023

solder beetle           Fungal mycelium
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NOTES FROM BUNNY WOOD

No plant (or animal) exists in isolation. They all interact with
members of their own species and with the others in their
environment. Plants compete for light and have varying degrees
of shade tolerance or adaptation if growing beneath others, when
they usually have larger leaves that are thinner and darker than
those in sun. As you visit the wood in springtime you will see pre-
vernal flowers such as bluebells, celandine, and the violets
mentioned in the poem. Their strategy is to grow and flower
before the tree canopy develops and they loose direct sunlight.
Others, such as dog’s mercury flower early, but carry on growing,
sometimes in deep shade. Plants also compete for water, and this
has been seen due to a very dry 2023 winter. Evidence – our pond
by the Gypsum block is almost dry! Pity the poor amphibia
looking to spawn here. Fortunately, the other pond, with its own
spring, is fine.

Animals compete for food, some are specialists, some generalists.
The solder beetle looking for a mate mostly eats pollen but will
catch small insects. Her larvae, however, are strictly predatory and
live on insects, small worms, and molluscs. The earthworm is a
detritivore, eating decaying leaves and soil. The fungi are
decomposers. So, all these plants and animals interact in a
complex food web, powered by sunlight with energy passing from
plants to herbivores, their carnivores and to the detritivores and
decomposers. Such food webs have been found to contain
thousands of interactions.

However, there is another web and it's much more subtle. It’s
called the “wood-wide web”. Although woodland trees may look
solitary, they are connected by a complex network of fungal
hyphae. Unless you remove bark from a dead tree or expose roots
these are only visible when they produce fruiting bodies
(mushrooms). Through these connections the plants are believed
to share food, water, and information such as disease, or attack
by defoliating insects.
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We know that trees respond chemically to one another. They use
allelopathy, producing biochemicals that influence growth of
other plants. Many plants also have an intimate association with
fungi, allowing them to fix nitrogen, but an internet-like
connectivity isn’t universally accepted. However, do be careful
not to damage that ash tree – it’s neighbours will know and
might drop a branch on you!

In recognition of the WWW, this month’s poem has 12 computing
terms hidden within it. See if you can find them. For weblike
connectivity, the poem is also an acrostic. Certain letters of each
line spell out a word or phrase when read vertically.

You can see more poems and the plants and flowers that

inspired them on our Open Day, Sunday 23rd April, from 10am
until 3pm.
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Bunny Bulletin Committee
Editor: Christopher Paul 148 Loughborough Road 9845172
Diary Editor & Treasurer Heather Paul 148 Loughborough Road
9845172
Invoicing & Minutes Chris Brown 36 Main Street 9211791
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are
not necessarily those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the
right to edit material as and when it is considered appropriate.
Readers Please Note: The articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for
circulation to the residents of Bunny Village and for others by
subscription only.
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