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Editorial
This month I have included an article donated
by a resident of West Bridgford, encouraging
us to leave a corner of our garden to nature
instead of concreting over. He has obviously
not seen my horticultural experiment where
Nature rules until threatened by machetes and
the neighbours.
The front cover illustration demonstrates the job for this month in the
countryside is Pruning. It is  interesting that although the picture is
800years old, his billhook is identical to mine.(6 new blades and 4 new
handles=800year old joke)
On Saturday 28th January I met with PC Kelly Carlile in East Leake-
and after consoling each other on the loss of Dick Wilson, asked her
for any progress on the theft of lead from St Mary’s. She is looking
into the possibility of cameras to prevent the roof going the same way
as the drainpipes.
The picture below shows the cast steel replacements and repairs.

Christopher
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CHIRPINGS – Notes on birds and nature in the garden:

The National Trust has been asking: “What in nature would you miss if
it wasn’t there any more?”  That started me thinking, “What if …”

If sparrows were hardly ever seen, would we look harder at them and take
note of their patterning, their shades of colour – they are not just a little
brown bird when you look hard at them, their backs are streaked with
black and their breast streaked with darker grey –  and their noisy chatter
in the hedge, the “cockiness” of the cock sparrow.

If wood pigeons were rare would we stop and stare, enchanted by the soft
blue grey feathers and the iridescence on the neck as it catches the sun,
and lulled by their gentle 5-note call.

If gold finches were everywhere, common as dust, would we forget to
listen to their high, melodious song and not notice the flash of red on the
head and gold on the wing.  Just another goldfinch, pass on.  Might we
begin to see them as pests gobbling up all the bird seed at the feeders and
scaring off the other birds.

I have often thought if dandelions were not such stubbornly prolific
weeds I might love their gorgeous, closely-packed sunburst heads shining
away among green grasses.  As a child I too enjoyed playing with the
seed-head “clocks” and watching the separate seeds float away.  Now I
carefully enclose the clock in one hand and pluck it without letting any
escape on the way to the bin.  Though it doesn’t seem to make any
difference to their spread the following year.

One of the delights of bird-watching is taking time out to just sit and wait
and see what turns up.  Did you do the Big Garden Birdwatch?  Did you
sit for an hour with nothing coming into your garden until the very last
minute, if at all?  Did you find you were looking closely at your plants
while you waited?  What did you discover?
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Looking is different from just seeing, and we see a lot more when we
take time to look properly.  When birdwatchers can’t see any birds they
do a “speculative scan”, looking very slowly and carefully across the
whole scene from one side to the other.  It’s surprising how many birds
are found during a scan that would be missed in a “There’s nothing here,
move on” state of mind.

So have another slow look at that sparrow, or pigeon, or whatever else
pops its head up for you.  Enjoy them all, while they’re here.

Sheila Clark
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NORBURY NATTERS

DICK’S DEMISE
It was a shock to hear of Dick Wilson’s passing. He will be
missed in the village for all his hard work on
Neighbourhood Watch and other issues. He will also be
remembered by the writer as kind and considerate man,
something not always recognised, or appreciated on initial
encounters.  As a fellow member of the Wednesday
Rushcliffe Walking for Health Group he will be missed for
his endless stock of jokes and entertaining stories.

BRICKYARD  BACKWARDS
As hinted last month, the optimism that housing would no
longer take place at the Brickyard proved to be short lived.
Some modifications to the original application have been
made, but these mainly relate to boundary and land
ownership and the many objections already made still
stand. Ironically, there is to be a meeting with Johnson’s to
discuss the longstanding issue of smell, dust and noise a
problem which is required to be resolved for housing to be
built.

DRAINAGE DISCUSSIONS
The site visit by officials  from Notts CC and our County
Councillor Matt Barnaby proved very useful. They now have
a better understanding of the drainage systems in the
village and the areas and causes of flooding. It remains to
be seen as to what mitigation measures can be taken in the
short term. A longer term solution is likely to prove
expensive.

TREE TRIMMING
The sound of chainsaws is a reminder that for those who
live in , the Conservation area that the removal, or pruning
of trees may require prior permission from Rushcliffe. The
rules are not straightforward so it is always wise to check
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BUNNY CHURCH NEWS
Dick Wilson
It was   with sadness and shock that we heard of Dick’s
passing. Our thoughts and prayers are with Gill, their family
and  friends at this very difficult time.   Like Gill, Dick was a
stalwart of our community, pursuing  issues dear to his heart
with steadfastness, enthusiasm and tenacity. Although Dick
was not a   worshipper at   our Church, we remember his
support for our Church and  its activities with much gratitude.
A tribute to Dick will feature in April’s Bunny Bulletin.
Lent
Lent takes place this year from Ash  Wednesday on 22nd
February to Easter Day on 9th April.   Traditionally, it is a
period of fasting or giving  something up.   Many of us of any
or no faith, take the opportunity to reflect on and give to those
who are suffering in this  world either at home,  for instance
those  struggling  with the cost of  living or mental or physical
ill health, or abroad, where we  think of those affected by the
terrible earthquake in Turkey and Syria, the floods in Pakistan,
war,  climate change etc.
During Lent, we normally  open for Stations of the Cross at 12
noon each  Friday, but this year we plan to open on Friday
24th February, 17th March and Good Friday 7th April.   We
hope to display the excellent, creative and moving drawings of
the Stations of the Cross made by Bunny School pupils again
this year during Lent.
March Services
Cafe Church on Sunday 5th March at 10.30am, including
refreshments and activities for children.
Morning   Communion on Sunday 12th March at 9am at
Bradmore Church.
Morning Service on Sunday 12th March at 10.30am followed
by  refreshments.
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Easter Services
Communion Service on Tuesday 4th April at 6pm.
Maundy Thursday Supper and Service  on Thursday 6th April at
6pm.   The Supper will be a mediterranean  style supper of bread,
cheese, olives, pate, salad, wine and soft drinks.   Please do join
us. Please could you let Penny  know if you are able to do so for
catering numbers.
Quiet hour on Good Friday 7th April at 1pm.
Benefice Easter Vigil with Baptism, Confirmations by Bishop
Martyn Jarrett and  Communion at Bunny on  Saturday 8th April
at 8.30pm.   Refreshments will be served after the service -  again
please let Penny  know if you would like to join us.
Easter Morning  Service  9th April at 9am at Bradmore.
Easter Morning   Service at 10.30am at Bunny followed by
coffee/tea and hot cross buns.
Chat in Church
A cup of tea/coffee, delicious  slice of  cake or two and warm
welcome awaits you at Chat in Church on Wednesdays 1st, 15th
and 29th March at 2.30 to 4.30pm.
Open  Church
Warm drinks and hot cross buns will be served on Saturday 25th
March at 10.30am to 12noon.
Replacement of   Stolen Sections of Lead Rainwater
Downpipes
You will have noticed another  section of  downpipe was stolen
in  January.   We are  thankful that all stolen  sections have now
been replaced with cast steel pipes and the  remaining lead pipes
have been  smart watered and  greased.
Help at  Hand
Please let Fr Tom, Heather or Penny know if you or anyone you
know are in need of help. Similarly if you would like to help  with
church activities or the running of the church please get in touch -
we’d love to hear from you.
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The Return of :
BUNNY PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL LITTER PICK
In Conjunction with the National Campaign

The GREAT BRITISH SPRING CLEAN
17 March-2nd April

Saturday 18th March
All Welcome

Meet in the Village Hall from 9:30am for 10:00am Start

Complimentary Bacon Buttie, Tea & Coffee.

Litter Pickers, Bin Bags, High-Viz Jackets provided

The Lunch Bunch will be meeting at the Village Hall on
Thursday 16th March at 12.00 noon

Open to all, but especially those who live alone who would
enjoy a freshly cooked meal with friendly company.

March Menu
 Sausage and Mash Red Cabbage Peas and Carrots

*
Fruit Jelly and ice-cream

       *
             Tea or Coffee

Anyone wishing to reserve a
place please ring Jan on

9841570
(or leave a message) by

Tuesday 14th      Price £3.00
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BUNNY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in
the Village Hall on Thursday January 19th 2023

Coun. Featherstone (Chair)
Coun.Beckford,, Coun. Cannon, Coun Stubbs, Coun.Alldred,

Coun. Maria Webb                            Clerk Linda Price
Before the commencement of our meeting a minute’s silence
was held in honour of Councillor Wilson who sadly passed
away this week

1.Apologies for Absence       None
  2.Declarations of Interest       None
  3.Minutes   From the meeting 15th December 2022 Circulated and accepted
  4. Members of the public
 The meeting was attended by representatives from Bradmore Parish
Council. They have  requested that we share a speed gun with Bradmore
at a joint cost of £450. County Councillor Adair has offered to fund this
purchase. A letter is to be sent from the parish asking for funding as a
joint community effort with Bradmore Parish Council. The council agreed
to this request.
  5. Correspondence
The Greater Nottinghamshire Plan had been circulated by email .No
specific comments were made but noted so the councillors are aware
Low Carbon Energy plan for Nottinghamshire was again circulated and
Coun. Beckford informed us that he has a meeting with the Bunny Low
Carbon Energy Group next week and will discuss further.
The clerk has received correspondence from Johnson’s Aggregates
agreeing to a public meeting to discuss concerns and problems with the
recycling plant.  It is scheduled to happen on the 23rd February at 6.30 in
the Bunny Village Hall. Once the clerk has confirmation of the date she
will advertise among the local communities.
  6.Report from County Councillor Adair
Nottinghamshire County Council has agreed a 4.84% increase to the
budget next year. It will mean no cuts to services in Rushcliffe.
Coun. Adair has arranged for Bunny School to receive funds for regenera-
tion. They are having a new air source boiler, lighting and pipework



20

.A Planning application has been received for 75 homes at Keyworth on Bunny
Lane. Local parishes have objected due to the extra traffic using Pendock Lane and
the dangerous conditions at present.
The road in Bradmore is dangerous and full of potholes, however the council are
waiting for warmer weather before they can take action.
  7. Finance Invoices and Orders
Along with the usual monthly bills, members of BIG were paid for Christmas lights
and decorations as agreed at last month’s meeting. The church clock was serviced at
£188.00 and the boiler at £84.00
Also a quote was received from Art De Grout Tree Surgeon for £480 for the removal
of dead trees and branches at the allotments. This was agreed by the council and the
clerk was to contact and agree the quote.
Quotes have also been requested by the clerk for new internal and external doors at
the Village Hall.
8.Budget and Precept

The budget and precept figures had been circulated to the council.
A 5% increase on the precept was agreed by the councillors, and the funds to be
requested of £24750 was to be made to Rushcliffe. Grass Cutting cost has increased
by 9%, gas and electricity up by 168%, Bunny Bulletin 50%, and there are
more increases in many other areas but the PC has decided to only
increase the precept to 5% due to  the current cost of living crisis.
It was agreed that the Council and Clerk look at our contracts closely to save money
yet retain the services we pay for.
The Clerk also pointed out that the narrative to our parishioners is the cost per week
of this increase, and the services and the activities that they receive from the Parish.
Coun. Featherstone said she felt slightly uncomfortable at eating into our
comfortable reserves to continue with the enhancements that the Village Hall
needed, however Coun. Stubbs pointed out that some of the expenditure is a one-off
payment.
9. The Coronation

The clerk advised the council that she has been on a Zoom call with NALC regarding
coronation plans. At the moment they are unaware of any fixed timings or
programmes, however the King has made them aware that he doesn’t want any
lighting of the Beacons and also wanted a really traditional theme of community
events.
Coun. Featherstone has lots of ideas, including a picnic, singer, and village events.
She will be asking for lots of volunteers to make this event a big community hit, as
happened with the platinum jubilee, that she, along with helpers, organised
brilliantly.
The Council have agreed a budget of £1000 towards the cost of Village Coronation
plans.



21

11. Community
It was agreed that the volunteering opportunities in the village need to be
circulated on the Bunny Facebook Page, Bunny Bulletin and the Website
which needs to be updated and used more. The clerk is to write to John
Ollivere who runs our website and ask for further information as to what we
can do to make the website more UpToDate and interesting.
12. Village Hall

The clerk has completed an application for a grant of £1500 from
Nottinghamshire Local Communities Fund to help with increased costs for
power and to open the Hall to more community-based clubs.
Coun. Stubbs has informed us that two classrooms are to be out of use at
the school once work starts on the  new boiler. The Village Hall would be
an ideal place for use by the school, which they would be fully reimbursed
for. The Councillors voted in full agreement for offering the Village Hall
for this use.
An email was received from Bunny and Bradmore charities regarding the
repair costs being agreed in full, incurred from the recent floods.
The Parish Council would  also like to make further improvement to the
Hall, but due to financial pressure,  we may be unable to achieve all the
projects that we would like to carry out.
13. To Consider Planning Applications.

22/02311/FUL 75 Dwellings Keyworth   Object –(dangerous road
conditions)
22/020339/FUL 38 Moor Lane                 No objections
Local Development Ratcliffe Power Station  No objections
23/00001/LBC  15 Main Street                No objections
22/02304/ PPA  28 Moor Lane                 No objections
14. Highways and Environment

Drainage Walk will be happening with VIA and Notts CC on 3rd February.
Local members of the community have been invited who are well aware of
the flooding issues.
  Coun. Alldred volunteered to organise the Bunny Spring Clean  for
18th March.   Coun. Alldred is to co- ordinate with the BIG group and
seek help from the Bunny community.

The meeting with Johnson’s Aggregates will take place on the 23rd
February in the Village Hall.
15. Items for next agenda

Elections
Carbon Neutral
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VILLAGE DIARY FOR MARCH

Date Time Event Place

1 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day

2:30 PM Chat in Church St Mary's

3 Friday 12:00 noon Stations of the Cross St Mary's

5 Sunday 10:30 AM Café Church St Mary's

8 Wednesday Grey Bin Day

10 Friday 12:00 noon Stations of the Cross St Mary's

12 Sunday 9:00 AM Communion Service Bradmore

10:30 AM Morning Prayer St Mary's

13 Monday 12:00 noon April Bulletin Deadline

15 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day

2:30 PM Chat in Church St Mary's

16 Thursday 1:30 PM Mobile Library Hill Top Convent

2:05 PM Mobile Library Church View

2:30 PM Mobile Library Albert Road

7:00 PM Parish Council Meeting Village Hall

17 Friday 12:00 noon Stations of the Cross St Mary's

18 Saturday 9:00 AM Annual Litter Pick Village Hall

19 Sunday 10:30 AM Mothering Eucharist St Mary's

22 Wednesday Grey Bin Day

24 Friday 12:00 noon Stations of the Cross St Mary's

25 Saturday 10:30 AM Open Church St Mary's

26 Sunday 6:00 PM Evening Communion St Mary's

29 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day

2:30 PM Chat in Church St Mary's

31 Friday End of Term Schools

12:00 noon Stations of the Cross St Mary's

01/Apr Saturday 7:30 PM Village Social Village Hall
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT
DRUGS | Local officers attend Langar address to find

quantity of Class B drugs within house and outbuilding.
On Thursday of last week (02/02/2023) officers
from Rushcliffe Neighbourhood Policing Team
attended an address in Langar where numerous
cannabis plants were found in an outbuilding of
an address, with a number of different
compartments within the setup.

   Following a further search of the main
property a significant quantity of dried cannabis
was also found. Officers seized the cannabis
plants, equipment and a quantity of dried
cannabis and a male has subsequently been
interviewed, for which he is currently under
investigation for the appropriate offences.

  Anyone with any information regarding the
cultivation and distribution of controlled drugs
are urged to contact police via 101 or online via
the website.

Alternatively, you can provide information
anonymously via Crime Stoppers at
https://crowd.in/ifryuj

Message Sent By
Cai Kemish
(Nottinghamshire
Police, PC, Rushcliffe
South NPT -
Cotgrave and
Wiverton)
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Unfortunately Dick is no longer
able to contribute further. If any
member of his Road Safety
Group would like to continue,
could they please contact me on
9845172 or
editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com

  Nottinghamshire petrol pump inspections
Trading Standards officers have been visiting petrol stations across
Nottinghamshire to inspect the pumps and make sure they are giving
motorists the right amount of fuel when they fill up their cars with petrol or
diesel. At a time when the costs of living continue to rise, it's even more
important to make sure people are getting what they pay for.No major
issues were found so the county's forecourts got a big thumbs up.

Every week our Trading Standards Officers carry out targeted inspections
of businesses around Nottinghamshire to make sure that the products
you buy are safe and that you are getting what you have paid for.

  Be alert to doorstep scammers
Doorstep scams are crimes carried out by bogus callers, rogue traders
andlespeople who go to people’s homes, often uninvited, claiming to be from a
legitimate business or trade.Doorstep scammers aren't always pushy and
persuasive, they may seem polite or friendly. So, if you're not expecting
someone it's important to be vigilant when you answer the door, especially  if
you live on your own. To protect yourself against rogue traders we strongly
advise against buying goods or services from doorstep callers. Deter unwanted
doorstep traders by displaying a ‘no uninvited callers’ sign on your door or in
your front window.
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Springtime around the corner
There is now a trend to outdoor garden rooms and hard land-
scapes. Springtime is the season to jet wash paving, check garden
lights and wi-fi electricals, and renovate outdoor furnishings after
winter gales. Don’t forget weed and moss control on smooth surfac-
es to prevent slips and trips. Technology provides many of the fixes
for what nature throws at us.

Here in West Bridgford we do have a small patio. But in the corners
of our typically sized garden, we enjoy a simpler life relaxed with-
out stress. We do this and save money too by letting nature do the
maintenance, providing entertainment all year round. Whenever in
our garden, remarkable and beautiful things happen, beyond the
confines of our indoor selves.

Nature has moved into our garden in a big way with 113 species of
fauna recorded including 19 species of butterfly. For these crea-
tures, flowers bloom for most of the year providing nectar and col-
our and there are plenty of hidey holes. Some of our visiting species
migrate as far away as the arctic circle or southern Africa and rely
on us for their life cycles.

Nature has been so successful in our garden that we have awarded
ourselves ‘World Nature Garden’ status. There are only three such
gardens in the world. I know this because I invented the concept
myself. But you can be a local ‘WNG’ gardener as well. Just do
something for nature, keep a record of species seen, and put up a
home made sign advertising your WNG to others.

Without garden lighting installed, we have fabulous sunsets so eve-
ry evening the moths and bats come out. All day long my friend
Robbie the robin is in charge of things, a kind of ringmaster in his
bright red jacket. We have quite a community living here now and
we are part of it.
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Nick Sparrow
20 Trevor Road
West Bridgford
NG26FS

Garden Brown Argus
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NOTES FROM BUNNY OLD WOOD

In 2001 a work party planting a tree in the area opposite the Gypsum
block unearthed a hibernating great crested newt (GCN). This
protected species was a first for the wood. We put the tree elsewhere
and instead provided a habitat to encourage newts. Hence the pond.
We haven’t seen a GCN since, but the site is a great habitat for frog
and toad breeding, water bugs, beetles, and occasional dragonflies.
The common frog in the verse is Rana temporaria an amphibian that
breeds in ponds and lives in in woodland, gardens, hedgerows, and
tussocky grassland. Feeding on a variety of invertebrates and smaller
amphibians, frogs are nocturnal. They hibernate in winter in damp
areas such as mud, rotting leaves, or under stones. There are many
such habitats in the Wood, and we sometimes see frogs when
sampling soil or moving logs, so here is their life history.
Three years after hatching, in February or March, mature frogs return
to their birth pond. Males arrive first and await females’ arrival,
competing strongly for mates. Each frog croaks to attract a female,
which it embraces with its front legs, a hold called amplexus. The legs
have nuptial pads for maximum grip. Single males mob mating pairs,
attempting to dislodge the male, who responds by kicking.
Fertilised eggs are initially small and black, but their coating absorbs
water producing the familiar jelly. This protects the developing
embryo from predators, also deterred by being laid in a mass
(frogspawn) of up to 2000 eggs. Tadpoles hatch after a few days, and
over about sixteen weeks metamorphose into froglets. These initially
consume algae, but later become carnivorous and often eat smaller
tadpoles. This cannibalism, plus predators ranging from dragonfly
and diving beetle larvae to ducks, fish, and newts mean only a few
froglets live to leave the pond. Grass snakes and herons also take
frogs, which can live for ten years.
Apart from habitat loss by removal of ponds, amphibian populations
worldwide are declining due to ranavirus. Mortality from this disease
can be over 90%. To help control the virus, the charity Froglife advises
people against transporting frogspawn, tadpoles, or frogs from one
pond to another.
As they consume mosquitoes, crane flies, and other crop-damaging
insects, frogs help to control pests. They are also well represented in
folklore and fairy tales, such as the Brothers Grimm story of The Frog
Prince, and in Aesop’s fables. In ancient Egypt, frogs symbolized
fertility, while the Greeks and Romans associated them with fertility,
harmony, and licentiousness.
Come and have a look at our ponds – you may spot both frogs and
spawn, though you are more likely to see tadpoles on our Open Day.

This is on Sunday 23rd April – more information next month.
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RANA RENDEZVOUS

Hippity hoppity down to the pond,
By slivers of blue and touches of gold,
By celandine buds and uncurling frond,
Cross spring-muddied ride to gain a foothold,
In mate courting garb a froggy beau monde*.

Slippery sloppery slides down the bank,
And enters the world of algae and reed.
His prime target now each male to outflank,
So flexes his legs in breaststroke full speed,
In search of a spouse within the duckweed.

Splashily sploshily climbs a green back,
And grasping it tight in leggy embrace,
Keeps kicking to rear to ward off attack
From males just too slow to finish the race,
As he now ensures a froglet birthplace.

With

Jellified fortified clusters of spawn,
A bubble wrap life in winter debris,
Each eyespot-like core a larva unborn.
But adult return so few will pond see,
As many that hatch eat tadpoles for tea.

Chris Terrell-Nield 2023

*The fashionable elite.
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The New Pond
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Frog in New Pond
with Duckweed

Frogspawn in
New Pond



32



33

Bunny Village Help
Bunny Parish Council are looking for some extra help please see lists

below.

 ·   To be a contact person for the vulnerable or the senior people in
the village who can offer support, guidance and, where able,
referral of a friend in the village for social support.

 ·   Group of people to manage and to further improve the village
hall.

 ·   Organising once a month Breakfast club (venue to be decided by
the organiser).

 ·   Organising once a month, or once a term, lunch club (venue to
be decided by the organiser).

 ·   Organising once a year or twice a year Bunny village outing.
 ·   Social event for the whole village, for example this could be a

cheese and wine night, fish and chips night, quiz night, or any
other such event.

 ·   Friendship group to restart “bumps, babies and toddlers”.
 ·   Monthly knitting, art or crafts club.
 ·   Village sporting event, organising a cricket tournament against

another village, tennis social event or a village football event.
 ·   Monthly chess club.
 ·   Help to organise the Kings Coronation for the village.
 ·   We are also seeking a person who would like to oversee the

Bunny website and suggest improvements. We have a person
who is paid to manage the website but are looking for a
volunteer to work with the Parish Council to help further
improve the village website.

 ·   Looking for new members for Bunny Parish Council.

If you have any other suggestions or would like to do something else,
please contact Izumi Featherstone (07817847586 0115-9846466) or
speak to any other councillors.
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Bunny Village Social
 Evening

Come and join us for an evening of chat and music
in Bunny Village hall Saturday April 1st 2023

7.30PM to 10.30

The evening is a chance to join friends or make new friends
in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere, to chat, listen to music,

JOIN IN on the quiz, a game of darts and bingo or even
dance, the choice is yours.

Bring your own tipple, a glass and a picnic if you desire.
All over 15 years of age welcome

£3 including nibbles.
Unwanted raffle prizes welcome
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Bunny Bulletin Committee
Editor: Christopher Paul 148 Loughborough Road 9845172
Diary Editor & Treasurer Heather Paul 148 Loughborough Road
9845172
Invoicing & Minutes Chris Brown 36 Main Street 9211791

Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are
not necessarily those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the
right to edit material as and when it is considered appropriate.
Readers Please Note: The articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for
circulation to the residents of Bunny Village and for others by
subscription only.
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