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EDITORIAL

How good was it to see an event being
staged on the school playing field once
again? Judging by the turnout for the
Big Bunny Bash on Friday September
17, a large proportion of the village’s
population was keen to meet up and
support the event, catch up with some
familiar faces, and enjoy the bar and
barbecue. With a bouncy castle,
inflatable obstacle course, football,
various stalls, and live music from
Electric Jukebox, there was plenty to
keep everyone entertained, so well done to the Friends of Bunny
School for organising everything. To see some pictures from the
event, turn to page 16.

As the village returns to something near normality, not only are
previous activities starting up again, but there are some new ones
to enjoy as well. Fitness classes ranging from gentle pilates to
high intensity workouts are starting at the village hall in late
September, and you can find out more about this on page 18.

And there’s a strong nature theme to this month's Bulletin, with
not only regular favourites Chirpings and Notes From the Wood,
but also details of wildlife talks over the coming months (page 40),
and a special report (page 22) from Phil Read on the likelihood
that red kites have been breeding in the vicinity of Bunny Park.
What fascinating news - and a golden opportunity, perhaps, for
any photographer of wildlife from the village to capture some
shots of them on camera.

PS Don’t forget that the Bulletin is on the lookout for a new editor
from January 2022, and we’d love to hear from anyone who fancy
having a crack at the role. If you’d like to express an interest, or
just want to find out a bit more about what it entails, please email
editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.

The Editor
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

Break-in attempt

88% have had two jabs

Thieves were disturbed trying to break into a container on the new
house build site near the junction of Loughborough Road and
Church Street.

Two individuals targeted the site at around 11pm on Friday
September 3, using an angle grinder to cut through the container
padlock protector and the

padlock itself. The grinder

had not been left on the site

and was brought there by the

thieves.

Fortunately, they were

disturbed and failed to get

away with anything. The

incident was reported to the

police.

Paul Thorneycroft, who is

building his new home on the

site, said: “It is probably

worth highlighting their

modus operandi: being on

foot and presumably parking

a vehicle away from the scene

of crime. Be aware of

suspicious vehicles parked up

at night.

“Their use of a grinder means that it’s important to try and slow
their progress by whatever means possible, and I hope that this
will alert neighbours.

“I would like to publicly thank Dan and Marie for their
intervention which undoubtedly saved an expensive loss.

“It highlights the importance of neighbourliness, and how
fortunate we are in Bunny.”
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Almost 90% of adults in Bunny and the surrounding area have now
had two Covid vaccination jabs.

Despite the best efforts of Covidiots protesting recently in nearby
locations such as Ruddington and Trent Bridge, the proportion of
over-16s having had one jab i1s 92.9%, while 88.4% have had two
jabs.

These are the figures for the East Leake MSOA, or Middle Layer
Super Output Area, a statistical area of around 8,000 people which
Bunny forms part of and which is the lowest level for which figures
are available.

The equivalent national figures are 89.3% for first dose, and 81.6%
for both doses. Other figures for East Leake MSOA show that:

* 26 people tested positive for Covid in the seven days to 13
September - three higher than in the previous week.

* This gave a rate of 303 cases per 100,000, which compares to a
national (UK) rate of 322.

* Since the start of the

pandemic there have been 14

deaths from Covid in the area

(these are deaths where Covid

was the underlying cause of

death, not where a death has

occurred within 28 days of a

positive test, which is the

measure generally used for the

UK daily deaths total).

*In 2020 there were two deaths in March, two in November, and
one in December; so far in 2021 there have been three in January,
five in February, and one in April.

(Unless otherwise stated, all figures are up to and including
September 18.)
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Church News

Harvest Festival

Do join us for Harvest Festival Service on Sunday 3rd October at
10.30am in Bunny Church. It is likely to be a communion

service. Those who do not wish to take communion are very
welcome and can remain seated as communion is brought round.
No bookings are required as we have increased the number of seats
in church whilst still retaining distance between them. To keep
everyone safe, we are still asking people to wear a face covering
(unless exempted) and sanitise hands etc.

There will be no harvest lunch this year but tea/coffee/squash,
biscuits and cake will be served at the end of the service.

Donations of produce, including snacks, bottles of water etc (all non
perishable please) for the Friary may be brought to the

service. The church will be open from 9.30am that morning if you
wish to drop produce off but not attend the service.

Chat in Church
Do join us for a drink, delicious cake and a chat on Wednesdays
13th and 27th October between 2.30pm and 4.30pm.

Saturday Open Church
A warm welcome, drink and biscuits awaits you on Saturday 30th
October between 10.30am and 12noon so do come along!

Shape of Future Services

We will be circulating a consultation questionnaire to all those on
the Church’s electoral roll and those who were regular worshippers
and/or involved in the church prior to the pandemic.

This asks for views on what kind of future services you would like
once Covid infection rates fall low enough to permit a new pattern
of services across all four churches in the Benefice.

Questionnaires will also be available at Saturday Open Church,
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Chat in Church and Messy Church and from Heather Paul and
Penny Wakefield.

I am sorry but we do not have the human resources to deliver the
questionnaire to every household in Bunny.

God’s Acre
We have received three responses and these will be considered by
the PCC - many thanks to those who responded.

Penny Wakefield

Yes - We’re Back Again!

(and we need more members)

Don’t worry we don’t hold auditions for

BUNNY VILLAGE
COMMUNITY CHOIR

nor will we ask you to read music or sing a
solo (unless you want to!)

We meet on Thursdays in the Village Hall from 7.15 —
9.00pm (singing starts at 7.30pm prompt)

If you want to give us a try
your first session is free.

FOR MORE INFORMATION RING JAN ON 0115 9841570
OR EMAIL HER AT: jan.eastair@gmail.com
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BUNNY COMES TO LIFE AGAIN!

How great to see the various social groups in Bunny beginning to
start up again. Below there is news of a new venture in the Village
Hall. Una Lacey, a fitness coach whose classes a number of us have
attended in adjacent villages (and really enjoyed!) is bringing her
skills to Bunny, and there is something for everybody. I will be
going to the Gentle Chair - it doesn’t involve getting down to the
floor!

Kate Hunt

Hello Bunny Residents

I am Una Lacey and I would like to bring you some sessions to
try. I hope there is something for everyone, but let’s use the first
few weeks to give things a go and see what works. Here is my
initial timetable.

Starting TUESDAY 28th SEPTEMBER

* 10:45 - 11:15am Gentle Chair £3

+ 11:30 - 12:15am Gentle Pilates (suitable for all levels) £5

+ 12:30 - 1:00pm Lunch Crunch (bring a set of light dumbbells if
you have them & a mat) £3

Starting WEDNESDAY 29th SEPTEMBER
* 6:45 - 7:20pm HiiT £5

* 7:30 - 8:15pm Pilates (Int/Adv) £5

(£8 for both Wednesday sessions)

Find me at formula4fitness.co.uk, follow me on Facebook face-
book.com/uclacey.formula4fitness and Insta at @unalaceyf4f.
Contact me at unalaceyf4f@icloud.com Or 07979 188997
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CRIMES IN AUGUST

EAST LEAKE

8th Rock thrown through car window in Firth Close

9th Three suspects forced entry into property in Leveret
Way, no items stolen

11th Unknown suspects set fire to fence in Sharpley Drive

22nd Entry forced into property in Leveret Way while
occupants were on holiday

KEYWORTH

4th Theft of number plates in Rose Hill

9th Theft from a van in Debdale Lane

11th Theft of digger in Nicker Hill

17th Urinating on a pavement in Hayes Road

18th Theft from a van in Debdale Lane

20th Possible drug dealing in Manor Road

21st Damage to vehicle tyres in Lowlands Drive

TOLLERTON

2nd Items taken from a car on Medina Drive

21st Noise issues from a property in Cotgrave Road

22nd Theft of food and drink from shop in Melton Road

WILLOUGHBY-ON-THE-WOLDS

9th Damage to / attempted theft from a van in London Lane

There were no crimes reported in Bradmore, Bunny, Costock or
Rempstone.

PC Kelly Carlile (07725 925330) and PCSO Lee Sampson (07702
141707).

19



BUNNY PARISH

Minutes of a meeting of the parish council held in the
Village Hall on Thursday August 12 at 7pm

Couns. Nigel Sutton (Chairman), Steve Stubbs, David Beckford,
John Alldred, Chris Rogers, Maria Webb, Izumi Featherstone, Dick
Wilson.

The clerk Mike Elliott and Coun. Reg Adair (Notts County
Council and Rushcliffe Borough Council) were in attendance. The
agenda was restricted to planning and finance.

Minutes of the meeting held on July 15, 2021, were accepted as
presented, approved and signed by the chairman.

Planning - Bunny Brickworks (application 21/02109/outline)

The meeting was told the land at the former Bunny Brickworks
Site off Loughborough Road was the subject of an outline
application for the erection of up to 110 dwellings and up to
5,600sqm of employment units including associated infrastructure
access, roadway, parking and landscape/amenity areas (all matters
reserved except for access).

The chairman opened the meeting to members of the public to
comment, and various points of objection were raised with concerns
expressed on serious problems involving the proposed access to the
site, likely heavy traffic difficulties and dangers, and an
unacceptable situation created for both drivers and pedestrians
because of the poorly situated suggested access provision.

The chairman opened the council meeting at 7-35pm and all
members individually gave their vote to object to the application,
citing the following reasons:

Planning for development had been refused on the site in 2003.
Access dangers.
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COUNCIL MINUTES

Noise pollution at the site access unacceptable.

Restricted view at the access point.

The access/egress is onto a minor road which is already busy.
Additional traffic entering the village, particularly on Gotham
Lane or Bunny Hill, is likely to create new difficulties in the area of
the site entrance.

Traffic calming.

Finance — Accounts to pay were approved as circulated.
Date of next meeting - September 16, 2021 at 7.00pm.

[Note: The parish council made the following written objection to
Rushcliffe Borough Council:

Application Number: 21/02109/0UT.

Address: Land At Former Bunny Brickworks Site Loughborough
Road Bunny Nottinghamshire.

Proposal: Outline application for the erection of up to 110 dwellings
and up to 5,600sqm of employment units including associated
infrastructure, access, roadway, parking and landscape/amenity
areas (all matters reserved except for access).

Case Officer: Mr Matt Hilton.

Comments: Objection

Reasons: Planning for development had been refused on the site
in 2003; Access dangers; Noise pollution at the site access
unacceptable; Restricted view at the access point; The access/
egress 1s onto a minor road which is already busy; Traffic entering
the village, much of it heavy goods vehicles from British Gypsum,
particularly on Gotham Lane, will create the probability of
congestion and additional dangers in connection; Access traffic;
Traffic calming.]

* Please note these minutes are subject to final approval by the
council.
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Red kites breed in Bunny?

I'm a keen local birder, and my “job” for the Notts Birders
newsletter is to put the county monthly bird news together, so I
keep in touch with local records.

One of the WhatsApp groups I'm a member of sent a message on
19th June of “five red kites at Bunny following grass cutting”.

I was intrigued as they are still uncommon in Notts, though
becoming more regular sightings, usually of single birds. I asked
for more information, as most of the fields out to the west are
arable.

I was told it was near the Keyworth crossroads; I was there within
five minutes and was indeed treated to the view of several red
kites soaring and swooping over the freshly cut fields. Having
passed the report onto the guy who does the Notts Birders website,
his immediate response was to ask if any of the birds were juvenile
-1t hadn’t crossed my mind.

Having checked the details, I went to the site again next morning.
The first two birds I saw were adults, followed by one, then two
young birds together.

I was delighted.

I then decided to do

the Bunny Park

circuit and, looking

into the park from

the Wysall road gate,

I saw a third young

bird quartering

another cut field,

looking for collateral damage (food!). I don’t recall seeing the adult
birds again, but the young birds stayed in the area for the next ten
days or so.

In my opinion, it is very likely that these birds were raised in the
immediate area, and my hunch is that they bred somewhere in
Bunny Park. It is undisturbed, except for occasional farming
activity, with plenty of mature trees for nesting.

If so, this is only the second breeding of this species in Notts,
following a pair in the north of the county two years ago. They
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have bred in the Vale of Belvoir near the castle for some years, but
that is in Leicestershire. There are also regular sightings around
Oxton, north of
Nottingham.
Once widespread, red kites
(file photos below left and
right) just held on as a
breeding species in Britain
in central Wales following
persecution. They were
reintroduced to the
Chilterns in 1990 and soon
started to breed. You can’t
drive down the M40
nowadays without seeing several. Following the success of this
programme, they were introduced to other areas, including
Dumfries and Galloway and Rockingham Forest,
Northamptonshire. The birds seen locally probably initially came
from the latter site. There are several thousand breeding pairs in
Britain now.
If anyone has any definitive information regarding this report, I
would be interested to hear it. In a time of lots of bad news, it is
cheering to reflect on a positive conservation story. It shows what
can be done with positive action. Now, if we can just get ospreys
breeding in Notts......

Phil Read

kkhdhhhhhhdhhdhdhhhfhdhdhdhdhhhfhfkdhdidiisx

We are pleased to say that baby and toddler group has started up
again. It is for babies and pre-school children and their carers
and provides a chance to play and meet others.

We are trialling afternoon sessions so we currently meet in
Bunny Village Hall on Tuesday afternoons during term times
from 1.30pm to 3.30pm.

It costs £1.50 for the first child plus 50p for additional children.
There is no need to book, just drop in.

Bunny and Bradmore Baby and Toddler Group
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BUNNY C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL

A very warm welcome back to the new school year from all the
staff at Bunny C of E Primary School.

I hope that all Bunny residents had a restful break over the
summer holiday. Also, a big Bunny welcome to all our new
children starting at our school this term.

Our priority this year is to resume a more ‘normal’ approach to
day to day school life.

Already this term we have enjoyed whole school assemblies and
the children playing together during break and lunchtimes.
Parents have been informed that in the case of a Covid-19
outbreak at school,

stricter control

measures may be re-

introduced such as

forming bubbles, re-

introduction of

wearing face coverings

around school and

temporarily stopping

whole school

gatherings.

Public Health

Education and the

Local Authority will ~ [1@7vest festival

Bunny BHistory Group

continue to offer
advice and support to schools throughout this next phase.

We remain hopeful that our planned activities for the Autumn
Term will be able to take place.

Events such as Harvest Festival, Remembrance Day, Children in
Need activities and Christmas nativities have been simplified over
the last 18, months and we can now look forward to returning to
full celebrations this year.

Mrs Anelay
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Bunny Millennium History Group held its delayed Annual
General Meeting on Wednesday 8 September 2021. The Chairman
reported that no other meetings have been held in 2020 due to the
Pandemic lockdowns and restrictions. Reference was made to the
sad loss of members Roger and Suzy Sewell (RIP).

The Pandemic Memories Project advertised in the Bunny
Bulletin needs more adult copy. Contributions have been received
from Bunny School children but little from adults.*

Marilyn Parker reported that there had been no financial
transactions since the website contract was ended and
responsibility taken over by Bunny Parish Council. However,
HSBC had notified us of an upcoming £5 a month charge and costs
for transactions. It was considered that these charges would be too
much and drain our account unnecessarily.

Other banking arrangements are to be researched. It was felt that
the balance should be used to bring our pictorial records held on
pen sticks to hard copy by either photobooks or prints which could
be enlarged if required. A photobook based on exhibitions and
village events, including those undertaken by the History Group
Members is to be produced.** Also the possibility of printing
Graham’s thesis on Harriet Forteath is to be researched.

We are pleased to report that Bunny Primary School is to liaise
with us regarding adding local history to school projects and we
will arrange for the borrowing of artefacts and information for
history days.

Meetings to bring the Archive up to date and also to absorb the
files received from Roger will be held over the winter months.

* Please, we need some adult reflections of the impact of Covid to
add to our Archive. We all experienced the lockdowns, but it had
different impacts, so it would good to include yours in our Archive.
** Anyone have any photographs of the Bunny Fun Run over the
years, especially of the visit of Alf Ramsey?

Please contact Jan 9841570 if you can help with the above

requests.
Jan Eastgate
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Date

10
13

17
18
20
24
27

28

30
31

VILLAGE DIARY FOR OCTOBER

Time
Sunday 10.30am
Wednesday
Sunday 10.30am
Wednesday
2.30pm
Sunday 10.30am
Monday
Wednesday
Sunday 10.30am
Wednesday
2.30pm
Thursday 1.35pm
2.05pm
2.30pm
Saturday 10.30am
Sunday 2.00am
10.30am

Event

Place

Harvest Communion Service St Mary’s

Grey Bin Day
Communion Service
Blue and Green Bin Day
Chat in Church
Communion Service
Bulletin deadline

Grey Bin Day
Communion Service
Blue and Green Bin Day
Chat in Church

Mobile library

Mobile library

Mobile library

Open Church

BST ends: Clocks go back

Communion Service
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St Mary’s

St Mary’s
St Mary’s

St Mary’s

St Mary’s
Convent

Rancliffe

Albert Rd
St Mary’s
St Mary’s
St Mary’s

Bunny Parish Council

Name Address Phone

John Alldred 42 Loughborough Road 921 2280
David Beckford 2 The Paddock 07414 004494
Izumi Featherstone 17 Albert Road 984 6466

Chris Rogers

11 Victoria Road

07919 593429

Steve Stubbs

23 Moor Lane

07843 052914

Nigel Sutton

1 The Paddock

07860 899585

Maria Webb

30 Moor Lane

921 3561

Dick Wilson

Middle Barn, L'boro Road

940 6872

Mike Elliott
(Clerk to the Council)

19/21 Main Street,
Keyworth

937 6506

VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS

Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm)
Small hall only: £4 per hour
Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour

To book, please contact Sean Featherstone on
07414 059689 or 0115 984 6466
Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com

St Mary the Virgin Bunny with
Bradmore Parish Church

Churchwardens:
Heather Paul
Penny Wakefield

Incumbent:

9845172
07531 903490

Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk)
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT

As flagged up in last month’s NHW Report, the
focus this month is on traffic issues. A lot of
concerns on this theme have been shared with
me, so this month I'll report on those concerns
that cause residents most stress, and next
month I'll look at possible ways of addressing
some of these issues.

TRAFFIC ISSUES

SPEEDING This is at the top of the list, giving rise to real and
feared consequences. For example, Lucy Perrow and her family
experienced a tragedy when their “... beloved dog was recently hit
and killed by a speeding driver on the A60, who failed to stop.”
Tony Croft has seen some aggressive driving habits linked to
speeding “....such as tailgating through the 30 mph limit” and then
“....overtake on the wrong side of the islands”.

The transition from 50 to 40 to 30 mph within a short distance for
traffic heading north into the village is seen by some as being
confusing.

DISREGARD FOR PEDESTRIANS’ SAFETY Lots of parents
worry about the risks to themselves and their children as they walk
to/from the school. Rebecca Ferguson says that, as a consequence of
the increasing volume of traffic coupled with widespread speeding,
her heart is in her mouth every time she and her two young
children take that walk. This is made worse by poor/narrow
pavements in places, the dust generated by the traffic, and the
draught that HGVs create.

POLLUTION The fumes from speeding traffic increase the risk of
cardiac arrest, which may partially explain concerns over car
engines left running whilst parents wait outside the school at drop
off/pick up time, ignoring the safety signage.

INCONSIDERATE PARKING Two particular malpractices have
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generated concern in the village. One is the danger caused by
vehicles parking along both sides of the A60 outside the Rancliffe
Arms on Sundays; and the other is the persistent parking of
vehicles on the pavement by the mouth of Main Street and the
A60.

NOISE Research suggests that traffic noise can be linked to

dementia, so it needs to be taken seriously. Residents on Gotham
Lane regularly have their sleep disturbed around 5.00 a.m. by the
noise from heavy vehicles thundering past — sometimes in convey.
Thoughtless motorcyclists are also a noise nuisance in the village.

CYCLISTS Some motorists display irresponsible impatience
when they’re held up by cyclists, which can lead to dangerous
overtaking. On the other hand, cyclists in groups can have an
impact on safety considerations — especially given the restrictions
caused by pedestrian refuges in the village.

HORSE RIDERS The need for horse riders to use the A60 to get
to bridle paths gives rise to dangers, but Aimee Shelton has
observed that HGV drivers are the most considerate where horses
are concerned.

The Police are aware of most of these issues — often via Facebook
rather than from formal complaints, but our local Beat Manager,
PC Kelly Carlile, “....is more than happy to hear from local

residents with regard to traffic issues”, so feel free to drop her an

email (kelly.carlile@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk ).

Dick Wilson, Lead Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator

Tel: 0115 940 6872

E-mail: DickWilson@nottswatch.co.uk or
dick.wilson@bunny.parish.email.
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Museum looking for volunteers

If you are looking for some voluntary work, the Framework
Knitters Museum in Ruddington is currently on the lookout for
volunteers. Here museum assistant Jan Perrett MBE explains a
little bit about what’s needed.

“If you are local to Ruddington, you will probably have noticed that
the museum has been undergoing extensive building work over the
last few months, thanks to a grant from the National Lottery
Heritage Fund. This money has allowed us to create a new
entrance, reception, shop and cafe in the old Gunn Cottage, and
this means we have more opportunities for you to be involved in
the museum’s

visitor

experience.

“Our

volunteers

come with a

range of

Iinterests,

including

history and

craft, but all

share the

common goal

of helping our visitors have a great time and a greater
understanding of this unique site and its importance to
Ruddington.

“Whether you have a day to spare or just a few hours - or perhaps
you just want to help out at special events - we would love to hear
from you. All new volunteers are supported with training and
information and there is always someone to ask, if you get a tricky
question from a visitor.

“We are a very friendly community and the role is very varied -
from welcoming visitors and helping in our new cafe and shop to
getting involved in school visits or craft workshops. There’s always
something interesting happening. (continues page 35)
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NORBURY NATTERS

Bunny Banter

Cathy Bloodworth highlighted another feature of life in Bunny,
namely the fact that people talk to each other, taking time to greet
strangers they meet. The daily trip to the garage to buy the paper
and the walk round the village can take me anything up to an hour
as I pass the time of day with those I meet. This has helped to
make life tolerable during the long months of the pandemic and it
1s a great advert for Bunny as a friendly village.

Brickyard Backlash

Thanks go to the many who saw fit to register their objections to
the proposed development. The current consultation is in respect of
the proposed access, but it does no harm to reiterate the wider
objections to part of the site being allocated for housing. No doubt
there will be further rounds of consultation and it is essential that
the developers do not wear objectors down. If the development does
go ahead then the developers should not be along to water down
any restrictions, or community benefits.

Editor Eulogy

Sad to hear that our esteemed editor has decided to call it a day
after three successful years at the helm. Despite the growth in
social media and specifically the village Facebook page and Village
Website the BB continues to have an important role in the life of
the village. It is hoped that someone comes forward to take over.

Church Congregation

It was great to see that both the end of the month Saturday
opening and Chat in Church on alternate Wednesdays have
resumed. Penny Wakefield and all the helpers deserve our thanks
for bringing back such popular events. The tea, carrot cake and
chat went down very well.

Bottle tops and Balls

Thanks to everyone for leaving bottle tops at our door, please
continue. Pleased to report that the Scooby Doo ball has been
reunited with its owner Nancy.
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INSECTIVORE

Night-time is still under ash and elm,
Whose summertime roof pends, curling and brown,
Breakdown by worm and dark mould realm

To catalyse growth of spring’s vernal gown.

Then comes a sniff, and a head peeps out

From mouldering mound by old sessile
oak.

Twitching his nose with a keen-sense
snout

Brisk scratching the moss from his spiny

cloak. Hedgehog

Notes From Bunny Wood

Onward he goes, snuffle-tests the earth,

Close searching the scene for earwig and
slug,

Knows in the fall there is rarely dearth

Of mollusc and fly and fattened sow bug.

Find food he must as frost draws near

To strengthen reserves from late autumn
flush.

Common shrew

Quarters the copse using scent and ear

Then sleeping through day in densely laid brush.

Chris Terrell-Nield 2021
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After leaf fall, autumn is a good time for detritivores including
millipedes, woodlice, mites, and earthworms whose main food is
decaying plant material. It is also important for their predators
(including spiders) as they build up reserves to survive the winter.
Many animals eat insects, but only one mammalian group is
classified as Insectivores (Order Eulipotyphla, which means ‘poor
eyesight’). The term was originally applied to moles, which can see
quite well, plus shrews and hedgehogs (Erinaceus europaeus).
‘Insectivore’ indicates common ancestry, not diet, since a variety of
foods is eaten. Most species are nocturnal, hunting by sound and
scent.

Three insectivores have been identified from Bunny Wood:
European mole, Common and Pygmy shrew. Toothill Steps is a
good area for shrews — listen for them squeaking. Moles, which
mainly eat earthworms, are more obvious, especially along the
central ride (count the molehills!). However, we haven’t yet
recorded hedgehog. They should be there, so if you see one, please
let us know.

Hedgehogs are 20—25c¢m long and weigh up to 1.2kg. They have
long snouts and brown spines on their back. They have a
distinctive waddling gait but can move quite fast. They only meet
to mate, though litters of 3 to 7 spend about six weeks with their
mother. They mature at about 12 months and can live for seven
years. Eating mostly beetles, slugs, earthworms, and caterpillars,
hedgehogs may feed on carrion and eggs of ground-nesting birds.
Your best chance of seeing one in your garden is putting out some
wet cat food at night then listening for their distinctive huffing and
puffing sounds — a bit like a miniature steam engine.

Hedgehogs have decreased by up to 50% in the last 20 years, due
mainly to agricultural habitat reduction, house building and
gardens with impenetrable fences. You can help by leaving
overgrown areas, and log piles undisturbed, providing some food
and water and making access holes. In autumn, check bonfires for
hibernating hedgehogs before you light them.

* Seen a hedgehog? Visit the British Hedgehog Preservation
society at www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/ to log your sighting.
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CHIRPINGS

Notes on birds and nature in the garden

And all of a sudden we’re into autumn and looking for the arrival
of the winter thrushes, fieldfares and redwings, coming to feast on
our berries.

Our native thrushes - song thrush and mistle thrush - will be
defending their feeding grounds, and you may well see a mistle
thrush in particular standing tall on its chosen fortress and
chasing off the newcomers.

But - thanks to the British Trust for Ornithology - here’s a few
things you might not know about our resident song thrush.

* Overall, their UK population is just half the size it was in
1960s,with the biggest declines in urban and suburban areas. The
good news is that farmland and woodland thrushes are showing
signs of recovery and gardens are increasingly important too.

* Nests are often in the
dense cover of ivy or
evergreen bushes, with a
hard lining made from
fragments of rotten wood
bound together with saliva,
ending up with something
like chipboard which retains
heat well.

Mistle thrush
* Eggs are bright pale-blue istle thrus

winter and caterpillars in late spring. Snails are top choice for July
and August and in dry weather when the soil-dwelling creatures
are more difficult to get at. In autumn and early winter they feast
on fruit, fallen apples and berries.

Their larger cousins the mistle
thrushes have a lighter, grey-
silvery tone and don’t have the
soft orange-brown shading
under the wing, but probably
the easiest way to tell them
apart is the shape of the
markings on the chest and
belly.

The song thrush has
arrowheads pointing

upwards, the mistle thrush

has more rounded spots Song thrush

sometimes overlapping each
other. Apparently the mistle thrush also has unique white
rounded corners to its tail, visible when it is flying away. If you can
see these you are doing a lot better than me!

Sheila Clark

with spots or blotches of

dark purple-brown or black. The thrush lays one egg a day and
when she has finished only then does she start to incubate, so all
will hatch at about the same time.

* Song thrushes do feed on snails and use a stone as an anvil to
break them open, but they also depend on earthworms during the
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(continued from page 30)

The museum is due to reopen in October, and there are two
different roles available, welcoming visitors to either Parkers’ Yard
in Chapel Street, or the museum site in Chapel Street.

Volunteers work 3-hour shifts — either morning or afternoon — to
suit their availability. This can be regularly (once a week or once a
fortnight); occasional (e.g. for special events); or ‘filling in’ when
colleagues are not available.

If you are interested, please call 0115 9846914 or send an email to:
office@frameworkknittersmuseum.org.uk. Information can also be
found on the website www.frameworkknittersmuseum.org.uk.
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Mike’s Memories

Mike Elliott looks back at the moment when the
allotments were almost lost to housing

Bunny is a fortunate village in a number of ways, including the
fact it has a very successful allotment society which provides a
facility that many other villages would love to have.

But it was not so just over 60 years ago, in the late 1950s, when
nearly 20 families in the village were preparing for a battle with
the then Basford Rural District Council who were threatening to
take back land they had let to the village for use by allotment
holders.

The district council - which was disbanded in 1974 when Rushcliffe
Borough Council came into being to replace them, merging with
Bingham Rural District Council and West Bridgford Urban District
Council to form one larger council - owned land on Victoria Road
and had let it to the parish council to use as allotments, but was
planning to turn it into housing land.

Basford council, despite being based north of the city and including
such places as Selston and Annesley, miles away from Bunny, also
controlled Ruddington, Gotham, East Leake, Costock and
Bradmore in the southern part pf the county.

Parish council chairman Harold Ives - also a member at Basford -
said the district council was preparing to use the land for council
housing purposes, and could take it back from the parish council at
any time.

Mr Jack Shaw, whose home on Victoria Road backed on to the
allotment land and who was secretary of the village Allotment and
Gardens Society, had informed plot holders they could expect to
lose their plots because of the Basford intention to build housing In
them.

I wrote a report on the situation because of the upsets the
announcement had caused, especially as Mr Shaw said he did not
know if the council would be offering an alternative site.

My report at the time said up to 70 houses were being
contemplated.
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Coun. Ives, who was both chairman of the parish council and the
allotments society, said the district could have rented the land to
Bunny at an exceptionally low rent and would not have to impose
removal notice of the statutory one year because of this. He said
they could take it back at any time they wanted.

Initially Basford had purchased the land to build houses but
postponed their first

intentions until a scheme

for main sewage for the

village had been brought

into use.

In November 1958, the

district council said the

scheme was progressing

well, and at that time the

pumping equipment

installed was to be tested

and once proved correct

connections to all properties in the village could begin.

A firm was engaged by the district council to begin work on
provision of houses, and foundations were dug. And those
foundations, never to proceed to properties, became a favourite
play area for youngsters of the village - including myself - who
turned the ‘trenches’ as we called them into a play facility that
allowed us a type of hide and seek game, with us being able to lay
down in a trench and hide.

Mr Ives told the parish council that contractors for the scheme had
hit some problems during their work, including the fact that at one
point in the village they had hit water at a depth of only 12 feet
whilst they had requirements to dig down to 20 feet to install the
necessary drainpipes.

Residents were told it would be compulsory for every home in the
parish to connect to the new system, which was costing £57,000
once it was available. He thought the district council would allow
residents to repay their part of the costs on an instalment basis.
Bunny at the time had just over 100 houses and a population of
600. A number of the properties, including the school, did not have
water toilets and had cesspits that Basford had to empty on a
regular basis.
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Free parking comes to an end

Rushcliffe Borough Council’s free parking promotion across its car
parks - including at Bunny Lane in Keyworth - came to an end on
September 30.

The authority brought in the ‘Free After 3’ the initiative in April to
support local business as they were recovering from the Covid
pandemic.

The free parking after 3pm had been available at:

Bridgford Road, West Bridgford
Nursery, West Bridgford
Gordon Road, West Bridgford
Needham Street, Bingham
Bunny Lane, Keyworth

But the council said: “With many businesses now trading full time
again on high streets in West Bridgford, Bingham and Keyworth,
and locally larger sporting events again taking place, the council is
returning to pre-Covid parking operations at its sites.

“This is to assist further turnover of spaces at the popular facilities
in line with its Off Street Car Parking Strategy.”

It said it will continue to

review its car parking policy

and charges in line with any

central Government changes

as a result of the pandemic,

and has decided to make the

change to assist with providing

a continued sustainable

service.

It added: “Charges at

Rushcliffe car parks are re-invested back into facilities that ensure
they are safe and attractive with maintenance on lighting,
resurfacing, ticket machines and improvements such as the highly
popular RingGo service and electric vehicle charging points.”
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BUNNY ALLOTMENTS RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Butternut Squash and Spinach Filo Pie — Serves 4

This recipe is really easy and crammed full of vegetables, so it
contains all 5 of your recommended daily intake.

Ingredients

1 butternut squash (1kg), peeled, deseeded and cut into 2cm dice

2 red onions, cut into wedges 400g bag spinach
1 tsp chilli flakes 100g feta cheese, crumbled
4 sheets filo pastry 1 tsp olive oil

Green salad to serve (optional)

Method
Heat oven to 220/200 fan/gas 7.

Put the squash, onions and chilli
flakes in an oven-proof pie dish.
Season and cook for 20 minutes until
the squash is tender and the onions
are starting to char at the edges.

Meanwhile, put the spinach in a colander and pour over a kettleful
of boiling water. Squeeze out any excess liquid and stir into the
squash mix.

Dot over the feta, crumple up the pastry and place on the top, then
brush with the oil. Return to the oven and cook for a further 15
minutes until the pastry is golden and crisp.

Serve with a green salad, if you like. This can also be served with
mixed vegetables.

Would you like an allotment? Please contact Cathy on 07803
004582 or Sheila on 9213783.
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Wildlife Talks

Each winter, Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust’s South Notts Local
Group presents a programme of monthly talks covering the whole
spectrum of wildlife. This winter’s programme promises to be
equally diverse and rewarding:

* Roadside verges are things most of us drive by without taking
much notice, but on October 7 we will explore the wide range of
wild flowers to be found there.

* Butterflies nationally are in decline; on November 4 we will look
at how our gardens can help these beautiful creatures to survive
and grow.

* The December 2 talk will transport us from the depths of our
winter to sunshine safaris in the national parks of South Africa.
* On January 6, best-selling author Gordon Hamlett will take a
light-hearted look at the stories behind his book on birdwatching in
the Scottish Highlands.

* We stay in Scotland on February 3, exploring the magical
landscapes and wildlife of

Skye, the Outer

Hebrides and the Shetland

Islands with wildlife

photographer Nick Martin.

* On March 3 we look at the

more prosaic but rapidly-

declining hedgehog, and

how two brothers inspired a

village to protect this

beautiful creature.

Each talk will be available through Zoom, both live and recorded,
so come and join us from the comfort of your own home in a winter
wildlife wonderland. Each talk costs £3; subscribe for all six for
£15. Full details, including technical requirements and how to
book, are available at www.southnottswildlife.org.uk.

Gordon Dyne
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION

ONLINE
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk.

DIARY PAGES
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172.

COPY

E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files
(.x1s) and pictures as JPEGs (jpg). Handwritten items can be deliv-
ered to Erica at 34 Main Street (please include a contact number).

COPY DEADLINE
Deadline for next edition: Mon Oct 18
Delivery of next edition: Sat Oct 30 / Sun Oct 31

ADVERTISING
Enquiries to cjeanb36@hotmail.com.

DISTRIBUTION
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791.

COMMITTEE

Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.

Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road,
9845172

Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and
when it is considered appropriate.

Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission.
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website.

41



LOCAL GROUPS

Allotments
Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582

Baby & Toddlers
Steve 07843 052914 or Jan 0115 984 1570

Bunny Improvement Group

Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com)

Church Bell Ringing
Marilyn 0115 9844081

Church Choir
Heather 0115 9845172

Community Choir
Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)

Fabric Fundraisers
Jan 0115 9841570

Friends of Bunny School
friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com

Gardeners
Graham 0115 9846253

History
Jan 0115 9841570

Lunch Bunch
Jan 0115 9841570

Men’s Institute
Bob 01509 768184 or David 0115 8374922

Messy Church
Joey (Joevhamilton102@gmail.com)

Women's Institute
Angi 07970 801709
angelacharlesworth@hotmail.co.uk

\N

5

Gems Muddy Hnuves{

Horse rug wash reproof & repair
Stable £3.00
Light weight £8.00

Medium weight £10

Heavy weight £13.50
Fleece £6.00

Reproof + £6.00 on all T/O
Contact Gemma 07885527074
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& SIX ACRE NURSERIES GARDEN CENTRE
GARDEN DELI & COFFEE SHOP

Conveniently located on the A60 just outside Loughborough.
We are an independent, family-run, horticultural nursery.

LA

You will find everything you need at our nursery;

- Perennials - Climbers - Heathers - Roses - Fruit trees -
- Ornamental Trees - Fruit and Vegetables - Hedging Plants - HOME BOARDING FOR DOGS

- Seasonal Bedding Plants - Pots and Sundries -
| have been boarding dogs in my home for at least 15 yrs now.

I live just through Bunny and have a very secure big garden. |
V|S|t our only take one owner’s dog/dogs at a time, so it is very much a
one-to-one. | have always had aregular little group of dogs

GARDEN DEL' & COFFEE SHOP but sadly some of the ones who have been with me since the

. . . start are now passing over Rainbow Bridge. | love walking but
for a wide range of delicious food and drink like to take the dog and not be taken by the dog, so dogs

must walk calmly on the lead. The dogs are never let off the

Phone: Six Acre Nurseries lead when off my property, but have free access to the
01509 856079 Loughborough Road garden. | always love to meet the dogs and owner prior to
Opening Times Costock makin booki Eor further inf ati d ori I
Monday - Saturday 9am to 5pm Loughborough L
Sunday & Bank Holidays 10am to 4pm Leicestershire be contacted by email at laurelfarm@yahoo.com or phone
Garden Deli & Coffee Shop closed Mondays LE12 6XB 01509 856493. Thank you, Val.
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NEIL MCDONALD
CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

M’ D‘\\

‘-,r"'\.ll Na H'T (_L1

Telephone Office :01509 856858
Mobile : 07885 299726

www.neilmedcarpetcleaning.co.uk
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BARN GARAGE

Est. 1975

KEYWORTH'S M.O.T.
TESTING STATION

PETROL, CATALYST & DIESELS
TESTED
WEEKDAY & SATURDAY
M.O.T.s

ALL MAKES AND MODELS
SERVICED AND REPAIRED
TYRES, EXHAUSTS &
BATTERIES FITTED FREE

L I

COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE

UNIT 5 DEBDALE LANE
KEYWORTH
NOTTINGHAM

0115937 4483

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Bunny Primary School

Church House Surgery, Ruddington
Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington
Crimestoppers UK

East Leake Health Centre

East Leake Leisure Centre
Electricity Loss of Supply

Floodline

Gas Emergency

Hate Crime Helpline

Keyworth Dental Surgery
Keyworth Health Centre

Keyworth Leisure Centre
Keyworth Library

Leakline & Sewer Problems
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
NHS Direct

Nottingham City Hospital
Nottinghamshire County Council
Police (if crime in progress call 999)
Queen's Medical Centre
Ruddington Library

Ruddington Medical Centre
Rushcliffe Borough Council

South Wolds Academy

Telephone Preference Service
Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth
Village Dental Practice, East Leake
Village Hall Administrator

0115
0115
0115
0800
01509
01509

0345
0800
0800
0115
0115
0115
0115
0800
0115

0115
0300

0115
0115
0115
0115
0115
0207
0115
01509
0115

921 2727
984 7101
984 8024
555111
852181
852956
105

988 1188
111999
138 1625
937 5828
937 3527
937 5582
937 3509
783 4444
940 6872
111

969 1169
500 8080
101

924 9924
921 2309
921 1144
981 9911
937 3506
291 3320
937 2226
852399
984 6466




