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EDITORIAL 
 
It’s been nearly two years since 
Rushcliffe Borough Council adopted 
the specific part of its local plan 
which earmarks the former Bunny 
brickworks site for around 100 new 
houses - so it won’t have come as any 
great shock that such a proposal is 
now on the cards. What remains to be 
seen is the extent to which this scheme - and any others which may 
follow it - can be successfully challenged. 
Lots of people do want to live in Rushcliffe; the population of the 
borough increased by 13% between 1991 and 2011, and the 
council’s target of building at least 13,150 new homes between the 
latter date and 2028 was always going to have a significant impact. 
The site in Bunny is one of just 25 across the borough identified for 
housing, and there will need to be good reasons for it not to go 
ahead. The strength of the opposition expressed so far indicates 
that there are many who believe there are indeed good reasons not 
to proceed with either any proposal of this size (lack of 
infrastructure in the village, impact on traffic etc.), or with these 
specific plans (access to the homes from a bend on Gotham Lane, 
noise pollution etc.). As the scheme moves forward and the 
opportunity arises to make further representations, there seems 
little doubt this level of opposition will be maintained or increased.   
But given the amount of house-building already taking place in 
locations around Bunny, it would be a brave person putting money 
on the brickworks not joining their ranks over the next few years.  
 
* Speaking of a few years, at the end of 2021 I will have been 
editing the Bulletin for three years, which I think will be quite long 
enough for the village to put up with my ramblings. So this is an 
early shout out to anyone who would like to put themselves in the 
frame to take over, and ensure a smooth Breshnev-to-Andropov-
style handover. Please do email editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com if 
you are interested.   

The Editor 
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

Church events restart 
Regular monthly events at Bunny Church are restarting as 
activities in the village finally begin to get back to normal. 
 
The first Saturday morning Open Church is due to be held on 
August 28. It’s a chance to get together over coffee and biscuits -
usually accompanied by Jan’s jams and Christopher with his 
second-hand book stall, although both of these are on hold for the 
time being. The mornings take place on the last Saturday of the 
month from 10.30am to 12.30pm.  
 
A few days later the first Chat in Church event is due to be held, 
on Wednesday September 1, with further events on the 15th and 
29th. Anyone is welcome to drop in and have a chat, a tea or coffee, 
and a piece of cake. These events take place from 2.30pm to 
4.30pm on fortnightly Wednesdays.  
 
At both the above events adults will be asked, wherever possible 
unless for health reasons, to wear face coverings when entering, 
moving around and leaving the church. Hand sanitisers will be 
available, helpers will wear masks and gloves, table service will be 
provided, tables will be 2 meters apart, and attendance will be 
recorded for Track and Trace. 
 
Meanwhile Messy Church is due to return on Thursday October 
7. The event is a form of church for children and adults that 
involves “creativity, celebration and hospitality”. Messy Church 
runs from 3.30pm on the first Thursday of every month. Some 
arrangements will be slightly different, more details in October’s 
Bulletin. 
 
For details of Bunny and Bradmore Baby and Toddler Group 
see p24, and for Bunny Bell Ringers, see p25. 
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

Cuts to bus services 
 Kinchbus has cut its number 9 service running through Bunny 
because of driver shortages. The changes came into force on August 
16, and at the time of writing there was no indication when they 
would revert to normal. 
Previously the company ran up to 19 services a day each way. But 
that has now been cut by eight services Monday to Friday, and 
seven on a Saturday. The following journeys are NOT running: 
 
Monday to Friday 
 
Loughborough to Nottingham: 6.40am, 8.10am, 9.45am, 10.45am, 
11.45am, 12.45pm, 1.45pm, 2.45pm 
 
Nottingham to Loughborough: 7.25am, 9.00am, 10.30am, 11.30am, 
12.30pm, 1.30pm, 2.30pm, 3.30pm 
 
Saturday 
 
Loughborough to  Nottingham: 8.15am, 9.45am, 10.45am, 
11.45am, 12.45pm, 1.45pm, 2.45pm 
 
Nottingham to Loughborough: 9.00am, 10.30am, 11.30am, 
12.30pm, 1.30pm, 2.30pm, 3.30pm 
 
The company said: “Recently we have been experiencing a shortage 
of drivers at Kinchbus. We believe there are two reasons for this; 
firstly the backlog of DVLA licenses being issued due to ongoing 
industrial action slowing new applications, and secondly drivers 
self-isolating due to Covid alerts.  
“Unfortunately due to driver shortages, we will be forced to 
temporarily reduce some service levels from Monday 16 August. 
This decision has not been taken lightly, however we would rather 
run a more reliable reduced service than disappoint customers 
with journeys unable to run at late notice.” 
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Plans to build homes on land off Gotham Lane have seen dozens of 
villagers making formal objections to the borough council. 
An outline application has been submitted for up to 110 dwellings 
and up to 5,600sqm of employment units on the former Bunny 
brickworks site.  
At the moment all parts of the application except for the access to 
the site have been reserved, so it is only access issues that 
comments are 
being sought 
on. The 
proposed 
access would 
involve using 
the existing 
entrance to the 
Johnsons 
recycling 
centre for the 
employment 
units, and 
creating a new 
entrance and 
exit off 
Gotham Lane 
for the houses.   
There have 
been 68 public comments on the application on the borough 
council’s website - all of them objecting except for one in favour and 
one neutral comment.  
Many of the objections have highlighted not just access issues but 
also concerns about the development as a whole, including that 
schools and medical facilities could not support the extra 
population, potential flooding issues, and that the development 
would change the community feel of the village. Others mentioned 
that traffic noise pollution is already causing distress to the 

Homes plan sparks mass objections 

A plan of the site (for illustration purposes only) 

15 

residents living near the road, and that there is are limited 
recreational facilities in the village for children. 
Based on a household count of 278 at the last census, an extra 110 
homes would be an increase of nearly 40%. 
The parish council has objected on the grounds of access dangers, 
including a restricted view at the access point; the entrance being 
on a minor road which is already busy; noise pollution; likely 
congestion; and the fact that planning for development on the site 
was refused in 2003.  
Last year a proposal for five glamping pods on adjacent land was 
also rejected. One of the reasons for refusal was that it had not 
been demonstrated “that a safe means of access can be provided”.  
In terms of the new application, Highway Access Solutions has 
sent a letter of to the borough on behalf of the parish council which 
points out a number of concerns, including safety at junctions and 
crossings along the A60, and the likely “severe impact” on local 
network capacity.     
On August 12, around 
two dozen people 
attended a meeting of 
the parish council in the 
village hall to discuss the 
issue, with attendees 
being urged to formally 
object to the access 
plans. Parish clerk Mike 
Elliott noted that the 
former brickworks site 
was earmarked for 
housing in the Rushcliffe 
Borough Council local 
plan which, although it 
was objected to by the  
parish council, was nevertheless a legal document.  
The local plan identifies the site for an allocation of “around 100 
homes” and employment use. It says that having this amount of 
housing there “is appropriate, taking into account the size of the 
former brickworks site, Bunny’s existing size and status and the 
capacity of its local services.”   

The village hall meeting 
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Please introduce yourself! 
I’m Cathy Bloodworth, also known as Cathy Clark or Allotment 
Cathy. I live with my husband Paul (we married in April 2021 
after 24 years together) and our 18-year-old daughter, Molly. 
 
How long 
have you 
lived in 
Bunny? 
We have lived 
in Bunny for 
13 years. 
 
Where do you 
live? 
Victoria Road. 
 
What made 
you decide to 
move to the 
village? 
We moved to  
Bunny to be nearer to the primary school. We lived in Colwick but 
really struggled to get a school place for Molly. We discovered there 
was a place available at Bunny Primary and the rest, as they say, 
is history!  
 
Do you have any particular roles or responsibilities here? 
I am the Secretary for Bunny Allotment Association and have been 
doing this role for approx. 11 years. I cannot believe it’s actually 
been this long. The allotment committee works really hard to 

MY BUNNY 
In the hotseat this month to tell us all about their life in the 
village is ... Cathy Bloodworth. 

Cathy with Paul and Molly 
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ensure the allotments are well-used and run smoothly. The 
committee are an absolute pleasure to work along side. 
 
What are the best things about living in Bunny? 
I have to say the peace, quiet and the people makes Bunny a great 
place to live. I’ll never get tired of hearing the sheep across the 
fields.  
I love the community spirit! It’s a running joke in my house that I 
can post a letter or water my allotment and be gone for over an 
hour as I have bumped into someone and end up gossiping. I can 
only apologise to those who end up being accosted by me, I can’t 
help myself sometimes.   
I also find it amusing when someone asks for the address and as 
soon I say Bunny, its met with either ‘really? that’s cute’, ‘you must 
be loaded’ or ‘how do you spell it?’. 
 
And the worst? 
I have to say the road noise from the A60, especially late at night 
by loud exhausts. The public transport can be a bit hit and miss. 
and so grateful that Molly passed her driving test in May! The 
phone signal isn’t the best but there are worse problems to have. 
 
What has surprised you about 
living here? 
I was amazed at the warm 
welcome we received when we first 
moved in. We lived in Colwick for 
nine years and barely knew any of 
the neighbours. To be met by so 
many friendly faces was 
wonderful, and it’s great to know 
that we can rely on each other if 
we are ever in a pickle (from 
washing machine breakdowns to 
wedding cars!). 
 
If you could make one change to the village, what would it be? 
Better wifi is literally all I could wish for.   

Colwick: Not friendly 
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DEFIBRILLATOR No. 2 
 
Before too long our second defibrillator should be up and running 
at the entrance to the allotments in Victoria Road. 
Thanks must go to Heather Pendleton who has agreed to supply 
the electricity needed to prevent freezing up.   
Also, thanks must go to the Allotment Association, who will kindly 
donate £10 a year 
towards the 
running cost.   
The defibrillator 
will be placed 
inside the gate on 
the left hand side 
as you enter the 
allotments. 
Signage will be 
installed to show 
the position of the 
defibrillator on the 
Village Hall, as it 
is not obvious from 
Church Street. In future, signage will probably be needed for the 
defibrillator on Victoria Road. 
The Defibrillator Team promised to organise additional CPR 
sessions. These will be run by Dr Ben Lowe and take place on 
September 20 in the Village Hall.   
Dependent on the uptake there will be two sessions of 15 people 
initially. 
 
Session 1 – 7pm-8pm 
Session 2 – 8pm-9pm 
 
You can book your place either on The Bunny Village Facebook 
page, or by telephoning Lynn Hind on 07973 441165. 
 

Chris Brown on behalf of the Defibrillator Team 
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BUNNY 
 
13th  Vehicle filled with £60 of diesel and no attempt to pay.  
 
KEYWORTH 
 
4th  Attempted burglary in Ashley Road. 
7th  Assault in Nottingham Road. 
9th  Noise issue in Manor Road. 
12th  Youths fighting in Platt Lane. 
17th  Several calls made about drugs use in Manor Road. 
24th  Verbal threats made in Manor Road.    
26th  Damage to a fence in Brook View Drive. 
26th  Damage to a camera in The Square. 
 
PLUMTREE 
 
11th  Cows blocking Main Road.  
 
REMPSTONE 
 
20th  Unknown persons have caused a Royal Mail postbox to  
  explode in the early hours. Investigation ongoing. 
   
TOLLERTON 
 
21st  Theft of phone and wallet in Melton Road. 
22nd  Noise issue in Cotgrave Road. 
30th  Theft of food and alcohol from shop in Melton Road. 
 
WIDMERPOOL 
 
1st  Theft from tractors in Willoughby Road 
 
There were no crimes reported in Bradmore, Costock, Thrumpton.  
 
PC Kelly Carlile (07725 925330) and PCSO Lee Sampson (07702 
141707).  

CRIMES IN JULY 
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BBUNNY PARISH  
Minutes of  the meeting of the parish council held in the 

Village Hall on Thursday July 15  
 

Couns. Nigel Sutton (Chairman), Steve Stubbs (A), David 
Beckford, John Alldred, Chris Rogers, Maria Webb (A), Izumi 
Featherstone, Dick Wilson.  
The clerk Mike Elliott and Coun. Reg Adair (Notts County Council 
and Rushcliffe Borough Council) were in attendance. 
 
Apologies for absence: Coun. Steve Stubbs.    
Declarations of interest: There were none. 
Minutes of the meeting held on June 17, 2021 were accepted 
as circulated and would be signed by the chairman. 
 
Clerk’s report 
Council vacancy. Rushcliffe Borough Council are yet to advise we 
can proceed with co-option but will do so in time for next meeting. 
There is currently some confusion between NALC and the Clerks 
Society over whether a single nomination received for a single 
seat has to be automatically accepted or can be voted on and if 
decided rejected. 
 
Report from the district and county council member 
Coun. Adair said the work of both Notts County Council and 
Rushcliffe Borough Council was progressing but there was no 
particular problems of which he was aware involving the village.    
 
Covid-19 matters 
The clerk spoke on a report he had received  which discussed risk 
assessments in relation to Covid-19 as far as parish council 
meetings are concerned, stressing that councils should be asked if 
their meetings were totally necessary at this particular time. 
    
Correspondence 
 
Confirmation was given by Mr Kev Cannon of his application for 
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CCOUNCIL MINUTES 
the casual vacancy. 
 
RCAN provided advice on the use of  village halls during the 
current time. 
 
Mr Harry Barr wrote to confirm PAT testing arrangements and 
said there would be a need for Bunny Charities items in the 
almhouses to be tested.      
 
A letter from  Helen Shirtcliffe and other residents in respect of 
problems caused by continual and  heavy parking on Church 
Street and Main  Street was received. The residents were 
unhappy the council website indicates the roads in question were 
suitable for parking.  
 
The clerk said they were awaiting the proposed new stickers for 
fire extinguishers from the fire service.  
 
Bunny Charities wrote to ask if use of village hall toilets could be 
available for workman who would be engaged on work at the 
Almshouses. The meeting agreed a decision should be delayed 
until after the final Government actions on lifting the Covid-19 
lockdown restrictions took place the following week. There were 
concerns over the cost and necessary arrangements for cleansing 
work that would be needed.  
 
Website figures in June showed an average 31 page visits every 
day.    
 
The clerk said correspondence had been received in respect of the 
Queen’s Platinum being celebrated in June next year. The 
meeting agreed members should think on what might be 
arrangements for the village and discuss the matter in 
September.  
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BBUNNY PARISH  
Jason Golding presented a village hall window cleaning quote, of 
£55 for inside/outside and hopper clean if four times a year, or £80 
if once a year. The council would give consideration to it at the 
next meeting. 
 
Rushcliffe Borough Council announced an electoral review of 
ward boundaries. The current ward for Bunny for Borough 
elections is Bradmore, Bunny, Costock, Rempstone, Thorpe in the 
Glebe, and  Wysall, and it was not felt any need for change. 
 
Notts County Council  wrote to give thanks to those people who 
had given volunteer help during the pandemic period.  
 
Village hall   
 
The full cleaning of internal and external window of the village 
hall taken place with the cost of £53. It was suggested this be an 
annual clean in the future. It was agreed to report to the Bunny 
and Bradmore Charities some breakage and missing internal 
windows. It was stated that Health and Safety requirements are 
entrances should have a anti slip mat and it was agreed one to be 
purchased for the entrance from the Church door.  
Letter to be sent out to Head of Bunny Primary school to see if the 
school will consider hiring the village hall during school hours or 
use it as extended service after school.  
A member of the public has come forward to refurbish the old 
school hooks.at the hall entrance. 
Need to review and update contract of employees. The clerk to 
forward existing contract to PC members. 
Jubilee picture frame to replace backing before placement on wall 
- Cllr Featherstone to oversee. Iron railings outside of the village 
hall will require some paintwork in the future - to establish 
responsibility of this matter. Doors in the village hall - to obtain 
some more quotes for replacement of doors. Update the village 
hall website with new pictures and hire information. Couns. 
Featherstone and Beckford to oversee.  
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CCOUNCIL MINUTES 
Highway matters 
 
The council decided on no action at present in regard to removal 
of the public seat alongside Loughborough Road. The clerk said if 
it did go ahead the council would be responsible for the cost of 
traffic regulations being brought into effect on the highway 
including traffic signalling costs. 
 
Planning  
 
Rushcliffe Borough Council Applications 
 
21/01472/agric. Field House Farm, 6 Loughborough Road. Erect 
steel portal frame building for storage of animal food and farm 
equipment. No objection 
 
21/01758/ful. The Woodlands, Bunny Hill. Detached garage and 
car port.  No objection. 
 
21/01521/LBC Old Vicarage, 8 Moor Lane. Dismantle and 
remould section of boundary wall stabilised by 1 existing and 5 
new buttresses. No objection.  
 
Environment  
 
The question of traffic speeds was discussed without any action 
being suggested.  
 
The chairman raised the question of  provision of a hearing loop 
system for the village hall. Coun. Adair offered to help towards 
meeting the cost of such provision. 
 
Date of next meeting September 16, 2021 at 7.00pm. 

 
* Please note these minutes are subject to final approval by the 
council. 
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We are hoping to restart our little group as restrictions ease. It is a 
group for babies and pre-school children and their carers.  
We have toys and crafts, a snack and we finish by singing some 
songs. We meet in Bunny Village Hall in terms times only, and 
they are drop-in sessions so you can come as often as you like. 
Some of the previous helpers are no longer available so we are 
looking for potential helpers - but also looking to establish whether 
there is enough demand. 
Tasks for helpers may involve setting up and tidying away the 

room, providing 
snacks and 
looking after the 
finances.  
The more helpers 
there are, the less 
work there is, but 
you can attend 
without 
volunteering! 
We used to run on 
Tuesday 
mornings, but 
currently have 
more demand for 

Tuesday afternoons. We are hoping to start again from Tuesday 
September 7 but the timings will depend on levels of interest.  
If you would be interested in attending, and especially if you may 
be able to help, please contact Steve on 07843 052914 or Jan on 
0115 9841570. 
We hope to provide another update in the October Bunny Bulletin. 
Until then, keep an eye on the Bunny Village Facebook group or 
ask to be kept informed.  
 

Nikki Groom  

Bunny and Bradmore Baby and Toddler Group 
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BUNNY BELL RINGERS 
Bell ringing has been practiced for more than 300 years in our 
churches, and although Covid has stopped us for the last 17 
months now is the time for the bells in Bunny to ring out again. 
Our small band of ringers have missed our hobby that is a mixture 
of music, exercise, discipline and teamwork and includes a bit of 
paperwork, a bit of concentration and a challenge to your sense of 
humour. (That is if you ring at Bunny.) 
The skills required to be a bell ringer are not acquired overnight 
and require a lot of close contact 
with your teacher so 
unfortunately at the moment new 
ringers cannot be taught. 
However, if you are new to the 
village you may have learnt to 
ring in the past and, just like 
riding a bike, you never forget - 
so if this is you, come along and 
join us you will be made very 
welcome.  
Bunny Ringers practice on 
Tuesday evening from 7.30pm to 
9.00pm, and we are hoping to 
start ringing again from 
September 28, and then on 
Sundays for as many services as 
possible. 
Also new for the next months we are welcoming Ruddington 
Ringers every third Thursday of the month while they are not able 
to ring in their own tower. 
If you have been a ringer in the past and are interested in being 
involved and finding out more, contact Marilyn Parker on 0115 
9844081. 
 

Marilyn Parker 
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Date  Time Event  Place 
      
28 Saturday 10.30am Open Church St Mary’s 

30 Monday  Bank Holiday  

1 Wednesday  Blue & Green Bin Day  

  2.30pm Chat in Church St Mary’s 

2 Thursday 1.30pm Mobile library Convent   

  2.05pm Mobile library Church Vw 

  2.30pm Mobile library Albert Rd 

5 Sunday  10.30am Communion Service St Mary’s 

8 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

11 Saturday Ride and Stride St Mary’s 10.00am 

12 Sunday 10.30am Communion Service St Mary’s 

13 Monday  Bulletin deadline  

15 Wednesday Blue and Green Bin Day  

  2.30pm Chat in Church St Mary’s 

19 Sunday 10.30am Communion Service St Mary’s 

22 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

25 Saturday Open Church St Mary’s 10.30am 

26 Sunday  10.30am Communion Service St Mary’s 

29 Wednesday  Blue and Green Bin Day  

  2.30pm Chat in Church St Mary’s 

30 Thursday  Mobile library - as above  

VILLAGE DIARY FOR SEPTEMBER 
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St Mary the Virgin Bunny with 
Bradmore Parish Church  

Churchwardens:  
Heather Paul  9845172 
Penny Wakefield 07531 903490 
 
Incumbent:  Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk) 

 Bunny Parish Council   
 Name Address Phone 
 John Alldred 42 Loughborough Road 921 2280 
 David Beckford 2 The Paddock 07414 004494  
 Izumi Featherstone 17 Albert Road 984 6466 
 Chris Rogers 11 Victoria Road 07919 593429 
 Steve Stubbs  23 Moor Lane  07843 052914   
 Nigel Sutton 1 The Paddock 07860 899585 
 Maria Webb 30 Moor Lane 921 3561 
 Dick Wilson Middle Barn, L’boro Road 940 6872 
 Mike Elliott 19/21 Main Street, 937 6506 
 (Clerk to the Council) Keyworth  

VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS 
 

Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm) 
Small hall only: £4 per hour 

Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour 
 

To book, please contact Andrew Featherstone on 
07397 189535 or 0115 98 4646 

Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com  
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 
The main focus this month is on FRAUD and, 
in October, my focus will be on TRAFFIC-
RELATED MATTERS. 
 
A BUNNY WELCOME  
 
Nobody has notified me of the arrival of any newcomers to the 
village since my last report, but I’m aware that Bunny Hall has 
been sold, and two apartments within the Hall are currently on the 
rental market, so there will be new residents to welcome from that 
location soon. Please let me know about new neighbours in your 
neck of the woods! 
 
Whilst he’s not resident in Bunny, a warm welcome is extended to 
Inspector Rob Lawton (the newly-appointed officer responsible 
for neighbourhood policing in Rushcliffe) who is now in post and 
working hard to tune in to local concerns. You can find his blog (and 
much more) at: https://www.nottinghamshire.police.uk/
neighbourhood/leake-keyworth  
 
FRAUD     
 
Reported fraud/scams are up by almost 40% over the past year at 
413,553, although this is only c.10% of the Crime Survey of England 
& Wales’ estimate of total scams. In rank order the main categories 
of fraudulent scams include: 
 
(i) Online shopping & auctions fraud 
(ii) Advance fee requests 
(iii) Retail fraud 
(iv) Cheque, card, & online banking fraud 
(v) Investment fraud 
(vi) Computer fixing fraud 
(vii) Dating site scams 
(viii) Door-to-door fraud 
(ix) Ticket scams 
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To these we can add vaccine passport scams (requesting payment 
for a service that is free from the NHS), and scams based on e-
mails that purport to come from HMRC, Royal Mail, PayPal, and 
so forth, or your bank.  
Anyone asking for personal and financial details who claims to be 
from such organisations is almost certainly a scammer, so do not 
comply. If pressured, simply lie! 
We’re all vulnerable because fraud is not restricted to older people. 
Last year those aged 20-39 reported 43% of overall fraud cases, 
whereas those aged 60+ reported only 22%, even though both 
groups are of very similar size as a proportion of the total 
population.  
Younger people are most likely to be scammed by text and are 
more affected by (i), (iv), and (ix) from the above list, whilst older 
people are most likely to be scammed by ‘phone and are more 
affected by (vi), (viii) and (x). 
During the coronavirus crisis burglaries have declined, whereas 
online fraud has increased greatly. Now that restrictions are being 
eased, there is a noticeable increase in door-to-door scammers 
offering such services as  building, gardening, and home 
improvements, often over-charging or failing to finish the job 
(especially if paid in advance). 
How can one’s vulnerability be reduced? Here are some ways: 
 
* Avoid sharing personal details (as noted above). 
* Don’t rely on the i.d. proffered by a cold caller. 
* Look out for bad grammar or spelling mistakes in texts or emails. 
* Be wary of requests for upfront payment. 
* Scammers try to work quickly, so don’t be rushed – and check 
with family or friends if you’re uncertain about anything. 
* Report your experience of actual or attempted scams. If by text, 
forward it to 7726, if it’s via email, forward it to 
report@phishing.gov.uk (which has received more than 5.5 m over 
the past year, leading to 81,000 fake websites being taken down) 
and, if you’ve been scammed into transferring money, contact your 
bank. 
* Suspicious traders can be reported to Nottinghamshire County 
Council’s Trading Standards (search at 
www.Nottinghamshire.gov.uk), and free advice is available from 
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Citizens Advice Consumer Service (tel. 0808 223 11 33). Either can 
provide details of the Nominated Neighbour Scheme if you have a 
vulnerable neighbour or relative who is anxious about answering 
the door to cold callers. 

 
Official support is, sad to say, proving to be inadequate. For 
example, only one in 200 police officers is dedicated to 
investigating fraud even though fraud and cybercrime account for 
half of all crime in the UK, costing the economy £4.7 bn in the past 
year. The police allocate only 1% of their resources to fraud, 
acknowledging that they lack adequate resources and the specialist 
training needed to combat modern fraud. They have been accused 
of giving fraud a low priority because it is seen as being 
“victimless”, even though any one of us is more likely to be a victim 
of fraud than of any other type of crime, and it can cause 
considerable distress as well as embarrassment (financial or 
otherwise). 
 
The Government published its Beating Crime Plan in July but, 
among its 20,000 words, only 264 relate to tackling fraud. The 
Online Safety Bill that is currently going through Parliament 
barely gives fraud a mention, so it looks like we, as citizens, need 
to take steps to protect ourselves (and our neighbours) from fraud 
since both the Police and the Government are struggling to make 
satisfactory progress in doing so – as evidenced further in July 
when Action Fraud was suspended after an avalanche of 
complaints about its fitness for purpose. The Government intends 
to replace it by an improved national fraud and cybercrime 
reporting system….in due course. We shall see! 
 
 
Dick Wilson, Lead Neighbourhood Watch 
Coordinator 
Tel: 0115 940 6872 
E-mail: DickWilson@nottswatch.co.uk or 
dick.wilson@bunny.parish.email. 
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NORBURY NATTERS 
Bunny Brickyard Building Battle 
The inclusion of part of the brickyard site for housing in the Local 
Plan was on the grounds that it is a brown field site and would 
help to meet Rushcliffe’s housing targets. In doing so it ignored 
many of the objections which remain valid today and in some cases 
have strengthened.  
A key aspect of the current plans is the issue of access. The original 
planning permission for office and industrial use required the 
diversion of Gotham Lane round the back of the flats, care home 
and wooded area on to Loughborough Road, with the existing 
Gotham Lane becoming a cul-de-sac. The current plans involve a 
direct access on to Gotham Lane adjacent to the Appliance City 
site with a separate access from the A60 to the industrial units.  
It is interesting to note that one of the reasons for the rejection of 
the proposed glamping site was the issue of access from Gotham 
Lane. In addition, some years ago an application for a rural 
housing development on the land next to the Fairham Brook was 
refused on the grounds that the access was too close to the exit 
from the housing known as Garden City. 
 
Calming Cows and Tractors 
A nostalgia session in the Rancliffe brought up the time when cows 
were driven down Loughborough Road. It was suggested that we 
might obtain a village cow and revive the practice as a traffic 
calming measure, but this was rejected on animal welfare grounds. 
However, an agricultural alternative was to provide a muck 
spreader for Larry Parker to tow behind his little Grey Fergie. 
 
Community Contribution 
With the lifting of most of the restrictions, community groups 
should be able to resume activities. Please consider taking part  
again, or consider joining. New members are always welcome. 
Details can be found in the BB or on the village website and 
Facebook pages, plus the Welcome Booklet which should be 
published shortly. 
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FRUITS OF THE FOREST 

Mist in the hollow and dew on the meadow, 
Green wood is waking to days so mellow. 
Sloes on the blackthorn arrayed gin ready, 
Crabs on the apple were green, now yellow. 
Summer is fading each dawn in September, 
Gone is the swallow in flight with fellow. 
They’ll take a route that they’ll long remember, 
To follow, follow their sunward flock. 
 
By shady north ride the elder is spreading 
Table of goodness, red wine for making. 
Cooked with some ginger and lots of sugar, 
They act to lessen flu limbs so aching. 
Up in the sunlight the red hawthorn berries, 
Shining like blood drops stop a heart breaking. 
This healing rose makes some secret syrup, 
To lower, lower your vital clock. 
 
Down in the coppice the bramble drupes glisten, 
Sweetness is hidden midst thorns close twisted. 
Blended with sugar and crabs less acid, 
Make up a sweetmeat that’s not resisted. 
Fruit of the forest is ripe for the picking, 
Not for us humans this cache existed. 
Leave some for wildlife to weather the winter, 
 
Not plunder, sunder this vital stock. 
 
Chris Terrell-Nield 2021 

Crab apple 

Sloe 

Hawthorn 
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Notes From Bunny Wood 
September has been described as the “season of mists and mellow 
fruitfulness” although Keats was referring to Autumn in his 19th 
century poem. Although meteorological autumn starts on the first, 
climate change has made September an extension of summer, with 
frosts rare in the south and most trees still in leaf.  
What is noticeable is the profusion of berries – hawthorn, sloe, and 
blackberries. However, none if these is actually a berry.  
Hawthorn fruits are a “pome” as are apple and pear. Sloes are 
“drupes”, which includes plums, peaches, and cherries. Here, we're 
eating the outer wall of the ovary. The inner wall is stony (the pit) 
and houses the seed. A blackberry is an aggregate of many small 
druplets.  
If you want to sample a true berry, eat an elderberry – but make 
sure it is cooked.  Raw berries of Sambucus, its leaves, roots and 
flowers contain cyanogenic glycosides. These cause nausea, 
vomiting, abdominal cramp and diarrhoea.  
Elderberry wine is fine, though it might make you dizzy, and a 
syrup made from the berries contains antioxidants, vitamins and 
minerals that can help strengthen your immune system and lower 
blood sugar.  
Blackberries are rich in vitamin C, and there are significant health 
benefits in hawthorn berries, where research using a standardised 
extract has shown improvements in early stages of heart failure, 
angina pectoris, high blood pressure and mild arrhythmia 
(irregular heartbeat), mainly by relaxing blood vessels. 
Many of these plants have been used in traditional medicine, 
especially Chinese for years, though it should be stressed that the 
medicinal dose from just eating them is very variable. In other 
words, enjoy your blackberries, elderberry wine and sloe gin but 
don’t try these other remedies at home!  
When you forage, remember to get permission if it’s not on public 
land, and don’t strip the bushes. Birds and small mammals rely on 
berries to help them overwinter. They’re probably very healthy too! 
The poem is inspired by “Try to remember” (1960) from the 
Fantasticks, by Tom Jones. Not that one, but an American lyricist. 
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CHIRPINGS 
Notes on birds and nature in the garden 

There have been many versions of what pigeons might be saying 
when you hear their 5-note call – cu-coo-coo-cu-cu – but my 
favourite is one I came across the other day: “I didn’t do-it, not me, 
I didn’t do-it, not me, I …” 
The two I dissuaded from nesting in my apple tree by pulling down 
their raft of sticks before they had time to lay an egg definitely did 
do it, but have moved away to more peaceful surroundings.  In my 
garden, pigeons are viewed as pests, tolerated up to a point but 
nesting is a stretch too far. 
Which brings me on to another hot topic – garden pest control. We 
are urged not to use chemicals to manage the various unwanted 
intruders into our little patch of paradise, and the RPSB offers 
some useful tips from a fully organic gardener.   
He highlights hungry caterpillars as a key element in the food 
chain and especially important for those adorable blue-tit chicks.  
But he goes on to suggest 
that planting cabbages, 
lettuces etc. in rows is like 
putting up a ‘Five-Star 
Restaurant Here’ sign for all 
the little beasties which can 
start at one end of the row 
and much their way from 
one to the next all the way 
to the other end.   
He recommends dotting 
them around among a 
patchwork of other plants, 
and I have seen this done in 
some gardens. It does make 
for a very attractive plot, and apparently confuses pests and 
encourages pest-predators onto nearby plants. Marigolds in 
particular are good companions for vegetables, their nectar 

Green lacewing 
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attracts hoverflies whose larvae then eat the aphids.   
The message is to let hoverflies and lacewings do the job for you.  (I 
found a very beautiful green lacewing on my car the other day, and 
spent some time just admiring its delicacy.) 
That brings me on to flies – hoverflies are good, yes, houseflies are 
at best unwelcome guests.  There are over 7,000 species of fly in 
the UK and there are 
probably more flies in a 
garden than any other 
above-ground creature.   
Some of them are predators 
like the hoverfly, but this 
and other drone flies are 
also important pollinators. 
Many, including the house- 
fly, are efficient waste-
disposal units.  
So learn to respect them,  
and maybe even enjoy the 
stripy (harmless) marmalade 
 hoverfly next time one comes to hover in front of you. 
 

        Sheila Clark 

Marmalade hoverfly  

Nottinghamshire residents are being asked to ‘Go Green For 
September’ by making small changes to their everyday lives 
which will help the environment.  
The county council is running the 
scheme with Veolia, and residents who 
sign up at www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk 
will receive a daily email offering tips 
on how they can become greener.  
The council says that the pandemic has 
meant more waste being generated in 
Nottinghamshire in 2020/21; as more people have been at home in 
the day; and that recyclable materials such as paper, card, plastic 
bottles, yoghurt pots and margarine tubs are often ending up in 
the general waste rather than the recycling bin.  
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 WE’D LIKE TO HEAR WHAT YOU THINK 
 

GOD’S ACRE 
 
Do you think that part of the churchyard should become a wildlife 
area? The grass would continue to be cut in the following areas: 
 
 • from the west side of the church building to the boundary with 
Church Street, where most of the graves that are tended by 
relatives and friends are located; 
 • around the entrances; 
 • between the paths and the church building and one meter on the 
other side of the paths. 
 
The rest of the church would 
be allowed to grow into an 
area for wild flowers, grasses 
and mini beasts and would be 
cut by scythe once a year at 
the appropriate time. 
Is this a good idea? If this 
were to happen, would anyone 
be interested in helping to 
establish and manage the 
wildlife area and/or undertake 
a survey before and after it is 
established to record what 
wildlife has been 
attracted? Would Bunny 
School and BIG be interested? 
Please let Heather Paul (0115 984 5172), Steve Stubbs (0115 821 
5418) or Penny Wakefield (07531903490) know your thoughts and 
ideas. 
 

BUNNY CHURCH: 
IDEAS FOR THE FUTURE 

37 

THE SHAPE OF SERVICES IN THE FUTURE 
 
During the pandemic, because of our size, Bunny Church has 
served as the main church for our Benefice, welcoming friends from 
Keyworth, Stanton and Bradmore to a communion service on 
Sunday mornings when Covid restrictions allowed.  
We are now beginning to think about what kind of services we 
should hold when things are back to a ‘new normal’ (though we are 
not sure when this will be since we are uncertain of the Covid 
infection rate this autumn and winter). 
We know from talking with some of you that you would like a 
variety of services and we’ll come back to you with more details in 
October’s Bunny Bulletin.   
 

Penny Wakefield 

Wildflower planting 
 
Members of the Bunny Improvement Group have been planting 
wildflower seeds around the village - and this photo shows the 
outcome at one of the locations, by 
the bus stop at the end of Albert 
Road.  
It has not been straightforward, 
with members reporting varying 
degrees of success in overcoming 
the existing grasses and nettles in 
favour of these attractive and bee-
friendly flowers 
Pete Pearson from the group said: 
“What it does show is a strong 
willingness to improve the village, 
and the hard and dedicated work 
that has to be done even to grow a 
few wild seeds.”  
He said it was likely that further 
efforts will be made next year.  
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BUNNY ALLOTMENTS RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

Beetroot Brownies – makes 15-20 
 
Ingredients: 
 
500g whole raw beetroot   100g unsalted butter 
200g bar plain chocolate (70% cocoa) 1stp vanilla extract 
250g golden caster sugar   3 eggs 
100g plain flour     25g cocoa powder 
 
Method: 
 
1. Top, tail and peel the beetroot (you may wish to wear gloves). 
You will need about 400g flesh.  Roughly chop and put into a large 
bowl. Add a splash of water, cover with cling film, then microwave 
on high for 12 minutes or until tender. 
2. Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. While the beetroot cooks, 
butter then line a 20x30cm traybake 
or small roasting tin. Roughly chop 
the chocolate and cut the butter into 
cubes. Tip the cooked beetroot into a 
sieve, drain off any excess liquid, then 
put into a blender or food processor 
with the chocolate, butter and vanilla. 
Whizz until the mix is as smooth as 
you can get it. The chocolate and butter will melt as you do this. 
3. Put the sugar and eggs into a large bowl, then beat using an 
electric hand whisk until thick, pale and foamy (about 2 minutes).  
Spoon the beetroot mix into the bowl then use a large metal spoon 
to fold it into the whisked eggs. Try to conserve as much air in the 
mixture as you can. Sift in the flour and cocoa powder, then gently 
fold these in to make a smooth batter. 
4. Pour into the prepared tin and bake for 25 minutes or until risen 
all over. Cool completely in the tin, then cut into squares. 
 
Would you like an allotment? Please contact Cathy on 07803 
004582 or Sheila on 9213783. 
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION 
 
ONLINE 
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk. 
 
DIARY PAGES 
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the 
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172. 
 
COPY 
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text 
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files 
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be deliv-
ered to Erica at 34 Main Street (please include a contact number). 
 
COPY DEADLINE 
Deadline for next edition: Mon Sep 13 
Delivery of next edition: Sat Sep 25 / Sun Sep 26 
  
ADVERTISING 
Enquiries to cjeanb36@hotmail.com. 

DISTRIBUTION 
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local 
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791. 
 
COMMITTEE 
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.  
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791 
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road, 
9845172 
 
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily 
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and 
when it is considered appropriate. 
 
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of 
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is 
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission. 
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website. 
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LOCAL GROUPS 

 
 Allotments 
 Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582 
 
 Baby & Toddlers 
 Steve 07843 052914 or Jan 0115 984 1570 
 
 Bunny Improvement Group 
 Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com) 
 
 Church Bell Ringing 
 Marilyn 0115 9844081 
 
 Church Choir 
 Heather 0115 9845172 
 
 Community Choir 
 Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)  
 
 Fabric Fundraisers 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Friends of Bunny School 
 friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com 
 
 Gardeners 
 Graham 0115 9846253 
 
 History 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Lunch Bunch 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Men’s Institute 
 Bob 01509 768184 or David 0115 8374922  
 
 Messy Church 
 Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com) 
 
 Women's Institute 
 Angi 07970 801709  
 angelacharlesworth@hotmail.co.uk 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS   

Bunny Primary School 0115 921 2727 
Church House Surgery, Ruddington 0115 984 7101 
Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington 0115 984 8024 
Crimestoppers UK 0800 555111 
East Leake Health Centre 01509 852181 
East Leake Leisure Centre 01509 852956 
Electricity Loss of Supply  105 
Floodline 0345 988 1188 
Gas Emergency 0800 111999 
Hate Crime Helpline 0800 138 1625 
Keyworth Dental Surgery 0115 937 5828 
Keyworth Health Centre 0115 937 3527 
Keyworth Leisure Centre 0115  937 5582 
Keyworth Library 0115 937 3509 
Leakline & Sewer Problems 0800 783 4444 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 0115 940 6872 
NHS Direct  111 
Nottingham City Hospital 0115 969 1169 
Nottinghamshire County Council 0300 500 8080 
Police (if crime in progress call 999)  101 
Queen's Medical Centre 0115 924 9924 
Ruddington Library 0115 921 2309 
Ruddington Medical Centre 0115 921 1144 
Rushcliffe Borough Council 0115 981 9911 
South Wolds Academy 0115 937 3506 
Telephone Preference Service 0207 291 3320 
Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth 0115 937 2226 
Village Dental Practice, East Leake 01509 852399 
Village Hall Administrator 0115  984 6466 


