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EDITORIAL 
 
It’s good to see that the village has now 
its defibrillator up and running, 
notwithstanding the hope that the 
circumstances never arrive where it 
actually needs to be used in anger. But 
with money raised for two more, 
attention turns to where they can be 
installed, particularly the one at the 
north end of the village. If you have a 
suitable wall or fence it could be 
attached to, please see page 19 for 
details.  
Well done to all the fundraisers who helped raised the cash for the 
defibrillators. Additional help is currently needed in the village for 
the maintenance of the church, following the passing of Roy and 
Anne Baker. A small band of volunteers it keeping it clean and 
safe, but more assistance is needed in a variety of roles, details of 
which can be found on pages 18 and 19. 
The month of May saw voters (or some of them, at least) go to the 
polls in Notts, and the national gains made by the Conservatives 
were reflected at a local level. The Tories now have overall control 
of the county council for the first time in 12 years, after an election 
which saw them get an extra 4.3% of the total share of the votes. 
(By contrast, Labour was down 2.9% and the Liberal Democrats 
down 2.0%.) In addition, Nottinghamshire now has its first ever 
Conservative Police and Crime Commissioner. You can see the full 
results on pages 14 and 15. 
I realise it seems unlikely, but I think I might be able to get 
through a whole editorial without a mention of Covid. Apart from 
just there. Still, hopefully the time has come where we no longer  
need to report on the latest case figures for Rushcliffe, and instead 
look at the easing of restrictions and the number of people in the 
borough who have had the first and second jabs (71,442 and 
44,157 respectively, if you were wondering). Fingers crossed. 
 

The Editor 
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

Garden centre helps out 

Police are investigating after an opportunist burglar stole a 
games console from a house in Albert Road. 
It happened between 10.30 and 11.00 on the morning of 
Saturday May 8 while the occupants of the house were upstairs. 
The doors were unlocked and the occupants thought they heard a 
noise from downstairs. When they came down they found a 
Nintendo Switch was missing. 
Police said: “It is believed an opportunist has entered via the 
insecure front door and taken the item. Investigation is with CID 
and is ongoing.” 

A garden centre stepped in to help out after an incident at Bunny 
Primary School which saw mud thrown and seedlings which had 
been planted by reception children tipped out. 
Moore’s Nurseries and Garden Centre in Stanton-on-the-Wolds 
provided new seeds and compost 
for the school following the 
incident after school had 
finished on Tuesday April 20.   
Police said they had CCTV 
footage of the group suspected to 
be involved, but did not have 
names as yet. 
However, they said they did not 
consider that any criminal 
offences had been committed, 
and at most it was a case of civil trespass; no actual damage had 
been caused but a mess had been made which needed to be tidied 
up. Police said it was “clearly upsetting for the children after all 
their work”. Anyone with information should contact 
rushcliffesouthNPA@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk. 
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

Pub has community value 
The Rancliffe Arms has been listed as an ‘Asset of Community 
Value’ (ACV) by Rushcliffe Borough Council, giving the community 
a say if it was to be sold.  
If a building is an ACV and comes up for sale, then communities 
that would like to take ownership of it have a total of six months to 
put together a bid to try to buy it. 
It does not restrict who the owner of the listed asset can sell their 
property to, or determine the price. Nor does it give a right of first 
refusal to community interest groups. 
What is does mean is that if, for example, there was a plan to sell a 
village pub for housing, then the village would have six months to 
get together a bid which would keep it as a pub or other 
community asset.  
The Rancliffe was 
previously listed as an AVC 
back in 2016, but the 
registration only lasts for 
five years, and has to be 
applied for again. 
The latest application, 
under section 89 of the 
Localism Act 2011, was 
made by Nottingham 
CAMRA, and lasts until 
May 2026. 
In its decision notice, Rushcliffe Borough Council said: “It is 
realistic to think that the site could continue to further the social 
well- being or interests of the community, whether through that or 
another community use for the next five years.” 
The council has 45 sites and buildings listed as ACVs, including 
the Generous Briton in Costock, the White Horse in Ruddington, 
and the City Ground. 
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Election Results: 
County Council 

Voters in the area of Rushcliffe containing Bunny once again 
returned two Conservatives in the county council elections held on 
May 6. 
The Leake and Ruddington division elected Matt Barney and Reg 
Adair as its representatives. Full results were: 
 
Matt Barney (Conservative)  3,451  (25.1%) 
Reg Adair (Conservative)   3,337  (24.3%) 
Jen Walker (Labour)    2,425  (17.6%) 
Mike Gaunt (Labour)    2,291  (16.6%) 
Jason Billin (Liberal Democrat)  1,013    (7.4%) 
Richard Holmes (Green)      819    (6.0%) 
Shannon Briggs (Liberal Democrat)    424    (3.1%) 
 
In the Rushcliffe area, only West Bridgford North returned a 
Labour candidate - the same as four years ago.  
Across the council, which was previously run by a coalition of the 
Conservatives (32 seats) and the Mansfield Independents (4 seats), 
the Tories won 37 out of 66 seats to take overall control. 
Labour won 15 seats, Ashfield Independents 10, Independent 3, 
and Liberal Democrats 1.  

Ben Bradley, who was elected in Mansfield North, has been 
chosen as the new leader of Nottinghamshire County Council. 
Cllr Bradley also happens to be the MP for 
Mansfield - and is the only sitting MP and local 
authority leader in the entire country.  
He said: “My current roles will allow me to 
speak to ministers first-hand and these 
conversations will directly benefit 
Nottinghamshire. No other Council Leader in 
the country has that same opportunity to put local issues direct to 
the heart of Government.” 
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Election Results: 
Police and Crime 

Commissioner 
Conservative Caroline Henry is the new Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Nottinghamshire. Results of the first preference 
vote were: 
 
Caroline Henry (Conservative) 131,318 
Paddy Tipping (Labour)   119,271  
David Watts (Liberal Democrat)    23,794  
 
Once second preferences were taken into account, the final result 
(on a turnout of 34%) was: 
 
Caroline Henry (Conservative) 138,658  
Paddy Tipping (Labour)  131,302  
 
The new Commissioner, who is married to Conservative MP for 
Broxtowe Darren Henry, paid tribute to Paddy Tipping, who had 
held the post since its 
inception in 2012. 
She said: “While we have 
significant political 
differences and I have been a 
vocal critic, no-one can doubt 
Paddy's commitment to public 
service over many years - 
both as an MP in Sherwood 
and PCC since 2012. 
Whatever party we represent or whatever ideas we have, anyone 
who puts themselves forward for public service deserves 
admiration and gratitude. 
“I'm sure Paddy will continue to make a positive contribution to his 
community, and I thank him for his kind words of support and 
encouragement as I embark on this journey.” 
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Looking after our most beautiful 
building in Bunny - Bunny Church  

The sad passing of Roy Baker who, together with Anne, gave many 
years of service to our community and church, and for which we 
are very grateful, has left an enormous gap.  
Whilst some of us have been able to take on some of the work to 
meet this gap, there are still tasks that we need help with.   
We’d be really grateful for any assistance, so please do consider if 
any of these tasks are something you could assist with. 
 
1. Fabric of the building - this 
involves undertaking 
quarterly checks on the 
physical state of the outside 
and inside of the building and 
reporting to the PCC.  
It would also involve 
undertaking minor jobs like 
sweeping out high level areas, 
cutting any ivy growth, 
checking gutters and 
downpipes, clearing out the 
ground gutters, checking the 
heating system, arranging for 
annual inspections and 
servicing of fixed electrics, lightning conductor etc.    
A degree of agility would be needed as the work would necessitate 
going into the bell tower and possibly on the roof. 
 
2. Health and safety including fire safety - this involves working 
with the Benefice Health and Safety Officer to produce risk 
assessments, arranging for checks/servicing of fire extinguishers, 
fire training, maintaining the Fire Safety Log Book and reporting 
to the PCC. 
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3. Cleaning - we are indeed indebted to Lynn, Liz T, Liz N and Ann 
for helping me keep the church clean and safe during the 
pandemic.  
We are now starting up the cleaning rota again and are looking for 
volunteers to help with this.  
Six of our regular volunteers - Pat T, Jean, Pat B, Ann and Anne 
and Roy - are no longer able to help. We are very thankful to them 
for all they have done over many years. 
The church is cleaned once a fortnight. We work in pairs, each 
pair’s turn coming around approximately every ten to twelve 
weeks.   
Cleaning normally 
takes 1-1½hrs and 
involves polishing 
wooden chairs, 
lecterns, pulpit, 
organ, piano and 
choir stalls; 
sweeping the floor 
and window sills; 
hoovering the 
carpets and 
occasional cleaning 
of the brasses. Disposable gloves, face masks and cleaning 
equipment and materials are provided. 
 
Some good news!  Chris Kerr has kindly offered to organise the 
fortnightly Chat in Church once Covid restrictions allow.   
Joey, Chris K, Chris B and Lynn are hoping to start Messy Church; 
and I am hoping to start up the monthly Saturday morning Open 
Church once Covid restrictions cease. 
 
Please do think about whether you can help with any of the above 
tasks - we really do need you and would be most grateful. The more 
of us that are involved, the easier it will be for us all. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. Please contact me on my 
mobile: 07531903490 or email: penelope-wakefield@sky.com. 
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BUNNY 
 
21st  Vehicle filled up with fuel and made no attempt to pay 
 
KEYWORTH 
 
2nd  Wing mirror knocked off car in Wynbreck Drive 
2nd  Youths messing around in Platt Lane 
4th  Drunk male and female in Fairway 
8th  Credit card fraud in Wysall Lane 
17th  Assault in Manor Road 
18th  Parking on pavement in Croft Road 
20th  Youths throwing rubbish about in Spinney Road 
22nd  Hedge set on fire in Ashley Road 
23rd  Youths playing football hitting cars in Debdale Road 
25th  Caller hit by thrown bottle in Nottingham Road 
30th  Eggs thrown at house in Ashley Road  
   
PLUMTREE 
 
5th  Car window smashed and items taken in Main Road 
   
STANTON-ON-THE-WOLDS 
   
17th  Bats possibly disturbed in Stanton Lane 
 
WIDMERPOOL 
 
12th  Damage to a vehicle in Church Lane 
 
WILLOUGHBY-ON-THE-WOLDS 
 
19th  Fly-tipped rubbish blocked road 
 
There were no crimes reported in Bradmore, Costock or Rempstone. 
 
PC Kelly Carlile (07725 925330) and PCSO Tony Davies (07702 
141572).  

CRIMES IN APRIL   
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Bunny Defibrillator Fund 
 
 
I am sure you will be pleased to know that the first defibrillator 
has finally been installed on the new build of the Village Hall, by 
the dustbins.  
We would like to thank Nigel 
Sutton who has kindly donated 
his time to the installation. 
We are now eager to install the 
other two. Our problem is the 
area around Loughborough 
Road and Albert and Victoria 
Roads.   
We are looking for someone to 
volunteer to have it attached, 
preferably to a wall or a fence. 
The power is only needed to 
stop the batteries freezing up 
in the winter. 
 
PLEASE think seriously about 
this request or if you can 
suggest where else it could 
possibly be sited. The 
community has done so well to raise the money for this important 
life-saving addition to the village. 
 
TO activate the defibrillator, phone 999 and state where you are. 
You will be given a code to unlock the defibrillator. All instructions 
are on the casing.  
 

The Defibrillator Team 
 
Defibrillator Team: Kelly and Ben Lowe (07902 468397); David 
Beckford (07414 004494); Chris Brown (0115 9211791); Lynn & 
Catriona Hind (Lynn 07973 441165, Catriona 07890 226035). 
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BBUNNY PARISH 
Minutes of  the meeting held by Zoom on April 15 

 
Couns. Nigel Sutton (Chairman)(A), Steve Stubbs, David Beckford 
(in the chair), John Berridge, John Alldred, Chris Rogers, Maria 
Webb, Izumi Featherstone, Dick Wilson.  
 
The meeting began with members observing a minute’s silence in 
memory of 99-year-old HRH Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh, 
whose funeral was to be held on Saturday April 17. 
  
Apologies for absence: Coun. Nigel Sutton (on holiday). 
 
Correspondence 
 
Pete Pearson asked for action in respect of an unsafe footbridge 
over Fairham Brook on FP7 and FP8. The clerk was to write to the 
officer at Notts County Council.  
 
Rushcliffe Borough Council confirmed a village hall rate relief for 
the entire £723.55p charge being made. The ICO confirmed the 
grant of the annual Certificate until April 2022. 
 
Nottingham County Council provided its adoption statement for 
Minerals Local Plan. There was no mention of proposals for 
anything in the area of the council. 
 
Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire village hall being 
encouraged to sign online record to mark 100 years of rural 
community action. The clerk was asked to compile an item on the 
village hall. 
 
A letter from the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government on the question of local authority meetings was 
received, giving an update on the situation of meetings by Zoom 
due to end of May 6, but which the clerk said looked set to continue 
until later in the year.  

21 

CCOUNCIL MINUTES 
Chris Terrell-Nield, Notts Wildlife Trust, wrote in connection with 
concerns by the council on a vehicle build-up at the entrance on 
Bunny Hill to Bunny Wood. During the present Covid-19 situation 
numbers visiting the wood had increased by 50 per cent. 
 
Notts County Council wrote thanking those who had been involved 
in managing the pandemic situation. 
 
Village hall  
 
The clerk reported an approach from a resident asking for an 
update on the village hall accounts. In the most recent ‘good’ full 
year for the village hall, 2018/2019, income from hirings was 
£2,679. Expenditure was £9,397, giving a loss of £6,718.  
In the previous year to that, 2017/2018, income from letting was 
£3,368, and expenditure £9,547, a loss of £6,179. In the 2019/2020 
year, affected slightly by the pandemic for between two and three 
weeks, income was £2,440 while expenditure was £9,257, giving a 
loss of £6,817. The loss over the three years was £22,154. 
 
The council was told that decorators would move into the hall the 
following week. It was agreed that work to remove the old pelmets 
should proceed, as well as purchase of a new bin for use in the 
kitchen. The council agreed to expenditure to a maximum of £100 
before the next meeting and for members then to discuss what was 
required in the way of continuing work. Concerns were expressed 
that even when the Covid-19 rules were totally relaxed there would 
be many people still not willing to attend functions in the hall for 
some time.  
 
The clerk was asked to write to Mr Wilson, the contractor involved 
in restoration of the notice boards, to thank him for his work. 
 
Thanks were offered to Coun. Sutton for the amount of work he 
had carried out in the Hall over recent weeks, it was greatly 
appreciated and was a tremendous help. 
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Highway matters 
 
Coun. Featherstone said a resident had raised the matter of the 
north-bound bus shelter on Loughborough Road near Albert Road 
needing a light. The clerk said previously one had been sought for 
the spot but the cost had been excessive because it needed 
installation of a power supply. The clerk was asked to make 
contact with the Highways department at Nottinghamshire County 
Council to find the current position.  
 
The clerk was also to seek a contractor to remove the public seat 
sited opposite the Bunny Hall Nurseries entrance as it had become 
rusty and was dangerous. 
 
The question of a problem being caused by the Johnson Aggregates 
Site on the old brickworks site off Loughborough Road were raised. 
Concerns were expressed at the amount of fallout of dust etc for 
100 metres either side of the actual entrance and the height of the 
spoil tips on site. The clerk was asked to write to the Environment 
department at Nottingham County Council.  
 
Planning  
 
Rushcliffe Borough Council Applications 
 
21/00920/ful. Mr and Mrs Muston, 33 Main Street. Change of use 
of land to garden/amenity, demolish Dutch barn, construct 
detached garage with home/office room over. No objection. 
21/00921/RELDEM 33 Main Street, Bunny. Demolish Dutch barn. 
No objection. 
 
2100915/ful. Grace Griffiths, 12 Loughborough Road, Bunny. 
Construct two storey rear and single storey side extension, side 
terrace with balcony, extension to loft and rear dormer window. 
Roof ridge addition to existing side bay window. New front porch 
with balcony, Alter doors and fenestration. Landscaping and 
associated works with raised planters, pergola and patio. New car 
port with canopy roof added to existing garage. No objection. 
 

23 

Rushcliffe Borough Council Decisions 
 
21/00302/ful. Mrs J Cripwell, land west of Grange Farm Moor lane, 
Bunny. Change of use from a paddock for stabling, horse exercise, 
poultry and storage of farm equipment, materials and feed to a 
residential development consisting of four dwellings and associated 
car garages and landscaping. Demolish large storage barn and 
timber horse stables and shed. Grant. 
 
An appeal has been made against a decision by Rushcliffe Borough 
Council for the creation of a new vehicular access to Chestnut 
Farm, Bunny Hill, Bunny by Mr S Finch and Ms J Harrison. The 
appeal will be taken by written representations. 
 
Finance 
 
Discussion took place on the village hall hire fees. It was agreed to 
give 12 months’ notice to raise the hourly rate for use of the small 
room to £5, for the large room to £12 an hour and for commercial 
use to £15 an hour for the use of the building.  The clerk would 
write to the regular hirers. 
 
Discussion took place on a price increase for hire of the land by the 
council for allotments on Victoria Road. Currently the parish 
charges £425 for the site, past of the land they rent from Rushcliffe 
Borough Council and sub-let to the allotments. The council pays 
Rushcliffe Borough Council an annual figure of £650 for the area 
concerned, part of which is used by local youngsters as a play area. 
The clerk was asked to talk to the Allotments group on the 
question of rent. 
 
Environment  
 
The question of flooding in the village was raised by Coun. 
Berridge and he offered to circulate a report to all members in 
connection with a meeting he was to have with Seven Trent and 
invited any member interested to join him. 
 
* These minutes were approved by the council on May 1. 
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Minutes of  the annual meeting of the parish council held 
by Zoom on Saturday May 1 at 12.15pm 

 
Couns. Nigel Sutton (Chairman), Steve Stubbs, David Beckford,  
John Alldred, Chris Rogers (A), Maria Webb, Izumi Featherstone, 
Dick Wilson. The clerk Mike Elliott was present. 
 
Election of chairman 
 
Coun. Nigel Sutton was proposed and approved as the chairman 
for 2021-2022. 
 
Minutes of the meeting held on April 15, 2021  
 
Were accepted as presented, approved and would be signed by the 
chairman when appropriate. 
 
Approval of the Annual Governance Statement and 
Accountability Return and the accounts for 2020 / /2021 
 
The accounts had been presented and signed off by the Auditor, 
and members agreed to approve the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return.  
They then approved the details of the actual accounts for the 12 
months which showed in the 12-month period the annual precept 
had brought in £21,900 while other receipts totalled £11,302.51.  
Payments in the year amounted to £16,941.16 and the balance of  
£23,939.33 was carried forward to 2021/2022.  
No points were raised on the accounts.  The chairman and the 
clerk would arrange to sign the necessary forms as appropriate. 
   
There being no further business the meeting closed at 12.43pm. 
 
 
* Please note, these minutes are subject to final approval by the 
council. 

PPARISH ANNUAL MEETING 
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YYour Letters 

A little story to brighten our days, especially after the year we have 
all had!  
When we had those warm days a few weeks ago, I set off down 
Moor Lane about 4.15 in the afternoon. Birds were singing, a bird 
of prey circling above, and the sky was blue, how lucky we are to be 
living in Bunny, are we not.   
I took the straight ahead lane at the end of Moor Lane heading 
towards the little bridge that goes across the brook, stepping out 
with gusto and determination to rid some of the lockdown excesses 
I had gained. Onward and forward, the new-sown crops showing 
their new growth.  
As you all know that this route takes a sudden turn to the right 
around a hedge just before the bridge. Thinking ‘should I go right 
or go over the little wooden bridge?’, that was the big decision. 
Over the bridge - decision made.  
Well, that was not what I was expecting I can tell you! Turning 
right at end of the long field just before the bridge, a young couple 
who were in what can only be described as a state of undress were 
putting the birds and bees theory to the test. The male looked at 
me, I looked at them, and back came a surprised ‘Sorry mate’ from 
the red-faced male. My reply was ‘Enjoy!’, and I carried on 
passing the pair and onwards over the bridge.  
Anyway, I did not recognise said couple. A thought crossed my 
mind that the young couple obviously did not know the area very 
well, as the scene of the happening is a busy little junction as there 
are four walks at least that converge by the brook bridge, rather 
like a motorway junction.  
So, my lockdown therapeutic walk was certainly not what I was 
expecting. Oh well, having been down that walk now a few times 
since then a little chuckle comes to my mind. If you go down into 
the fields today, who knows what lays ahead?  
 

Tony Riley 
Moor Lane 
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Date  Time Event  Place 
      
2 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

6 Sunday Communion Service St Mary’s 

9 Wednesday Blue and Green Bin Day  

10 Thursday 1.35pm Mobile library Convent   

  2.05pm Mobile library Rancliffe 

  2.30pm Mobile library Albert Road 

13 Sunday  Communion Service St Mary’s 

14 Monday  July Bulletin deadline  

16 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

20 Sunday Communion Service St Mary’s 

23 Wednesday Blue and Green Bin Day  

27 Sunday Communion Service St Mary’s 

30 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

VILLAGE DIARY FOR JUNE 

Monday 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM Keyworth 

Tuesday 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM Ruddington 

Wednesday 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM East Leake 

Thursday 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM Keyworth 

Friday Ruddington 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 

All Public Libraries are temporarily open as follows: 
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  Bunny Parish Council  
 Name Address Phone 
 John Alldred 42 Loughborough Road 921 2280 
 David Beckford 2 The Paddock 07414 004494  
 John Berridge 25 Moor Lane 984 7767 
 Izumi Featherstone 17 Albert Road 984 6466 
 Chris Rogers 11 Victoria Road 07919 593429 
 Steve Stubbs  23 Moor Lane  07843 052914   
 Nigel Sutton 1 The Paddock 07860 899585 
 Maria Webb 30 Moor Lane 921 3561 
 Dick Wilson Middle Barn, L’boro Road 940 6872 
 Mike Elliott 19/21 Main Street, 937 6506 
 (Clerk to the Council) Keyworth  

VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS 
 

Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm) 
Small hall only: £4 per hour 

Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour 
 

To book, please contact Andrew Featherstone on 
07397 189535 or 0115 98 4646 

Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com  

St Mary the Virgin Bunny with 
Bradmore Parish Church  

Churchwardens:  
Heather Paul  9845172 
Penny Wakefield 07531 903490 
Incumbent:  Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk) 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 
This year's Neighbourhood Watch 
Week runs from 5-11 June, during which the 
focus of "neighbours watching out for each 
other, building safer and more inclusive 
communities" will be promoted. Against this 
backdrop there are two themes for this 
month’s report: the perennial problem of 
litter, and who to contact in connexion with criminal activities. 
 
LITTER-PICKING 
 
Did you know that the Great British Spring Clean 2021 is 
taking place between 28 May and 13 June?  
If not, you do now! (See 
www.keepbritaintidy.org). 
Recent letters on litter 
from Pete Pearson (March 
& May), Lou Stubbs 
(April), and Jan Eastgate 
(May) published in BB 
indicate that it is a 
serious issue – of 
continuing concern to lots 
of people (including 
Neighbourhood Watch).  
There’s plenty of scope for individual litter-picking initiatives, such 
as Pete & Dorothy Pearson’s “adoption” of Fairham Brook Lane (a 
location which I understand has nostalgic significance going back to 
their courting days!) 
Until the lockdown in 2020, collective endeavours have centred on 
the Annual Litter Pick organised by Pete on behalf of the Parish 
Council. This is very likely to resume once Covid rules allow. All 
volunteers are welcome to participate. 
Streetwise Environmental Ltd is Rushcliffe Borough Council’s 
appointed contractor dealing with fly-tipping and also works with 
local groups (including Parish Councils) to provide litter-picking 

29 

support (e.g. litter pickers, bags, and waste collection). If you would 
like their support for your individual initiatives, or to report fly-
tipping, contact: www.streetwiseenvironmental.co.uk or tel. 0115 
914 8408. 
Safety guidelines should be followed at all times - including 
wearing gloves, social distancing, hand-washing, and double-
bagging any waste that may have been exposed to Covid-19 (which 
should be stored for 72 hours prior to being put out for collection). 
For further information see: www.gov.uk/coronavirus. 
In January RBC set up a one-year partnership with Waste 
Investigations Support & Enforcement (WISE) to tackle fly-
tipping, littering, and dog fouling. Their Environmental Crime 
Officers will be on duty in the borough every day of the week, with 
authority to issue Fixed Penalty Notices to anyone caught breaking 
the rules. 
 
CRIME CONTACTS 
 
Bunny is admirably served by the Rushcliffe South Beat Manager 
PC Kelly Carlile 1530 assisted by PCSO Lee Sampson 8133. 
Their contact details are: 
kelly.carlile@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk  
Tel. 101 extn. 8008570, mobile 07725 925330 
sherrylee.sampson@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk 
Tel. 101 extn. 3108133, mobile 07702 141707 
 
These contact details should only be used in connexion with low-
level issues (such as ASB, neighbour disputes, requests for visits) 
and should not be used to report crime because PC Carlile and 
PCSO Sampson are not always on duty!  
Urgent issues should be reported by ‘phoning 101 
(Nottinghamshire Police Control Room). For emergency matters 
(where life is in danger or a crime is in progress) call 999.  
Consider the following examples: 

 
If you see cars coming and going on residential streets and 

suspect drug dealing, note details and call 101. (Alternatively, 
you could report matters online – see below.) 
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If you witness an accident (e.g. road traffic collision or RTC) on 
the A60 and there are no emergency services at the scene, call 
999 with details. 

If you encounter a tractor being driven in a dangerous manner in 
the village or its environs call 101 to report it. 

If you’ve been scammed, defrauded, or experienced cyber-crime, 
call 101 or contact ActionFraud. 

 
ActionFraud is the UK’s national reporting centre for fraud and 
cyber-crime. Contact details are tel. 0300 123 2040 or 
www.actionfraud.police.uk. If you receive a scam/phishing email 
forward it to the Suspicious Email Reporting Service (SERS) at 
report@phishing.gov.uk. Similarly, suspicious texts should be sent 
to 7726 immediately for investigation. See also 
www.nottinghamshire.police.uk and www.nottswatch.co.uk. Do 
consider signing up to receive NottsWatch Action Alerts via 
www.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk  - they’re useful and they’re free! 
 
Dick Wilson, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator for Bunny 

 
Tel: 0115 940 6872; E-mail: DickWilson@nottswatch.co.uk or 
dick.wilson@bunny.parish.email.  

*********************************************** 

Kerry Squires in 
painting the 
village hall 
ceiling. The work 
is completed and 
the hall is now 
available for 
booking, within 
any current Covid 
restrictions. 
Contact Andrew 
Featherstone for 
details (see p27). 
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NORBURY NATTERS 
BIG’s Back 
With hopefully warmer weather and the relaxation of Covid 
restrictions the BIG Group can recommence activities which will 
include planting wild flower seeds around the village. On a 
personal note, this means a return to repainting the waste bins. 
Unfortunately, the winter and passing traffic has not been kind, 
particularly to the bin outside the church yard, so a washdown and 
repaint will be needed. It is hoped that the gold bands and 
lettering can be applied this time. 
 
Wilson’s Watchers 
Dick Wilson’s revival of Neighbourhood Watch deserves support. 
Its activities should dovetail with those of other groups in the 
village groups such as the Parish Council and BIG. An irritant at 
the present time is the number of scam telephone calls, the latest 
being one purporting to be BT Internet claiming that they have 
detected unusual activity on your internet and are proposing to cut 
off your landline. Conventional crime in Bunny continues to be low 
with non-payment for petrol being the most common. Another 
increasing crime is dog stealing which must be of concern to the 
many owners in Bunny. 
 
Rancliffe Revival 
The latest relaxation of the rules means that once again it is 
possible to go indoors at the Rancliffe and enjoy your favourite 
tipple and grub. Many thanks to Rachel and all the staff for firstly 
providing the ‘Take Aways’ and later, weather willing, the outside 
catering and the ability to down a pint of Wainwrights. Doing so 
indoors will be brilliant. 
 
D Day 
On May 17th residents on Main Street awoke to the return of the 
Bunny lakes as the result of a burst water main, rather than rain. 
However, a reminder that the authorities have yet to fulfil their 
agreement to hold an on site meeting to enable them to understand 
more fully the roots of the problems and at long last provide a 
solution.   
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SNAILS FOR BREAKFAST 
Cupped in a cleft of an oak ivy-dressed, 
Throstle sits tight in her moss-lined nest, 
Guarding her brood in the early June light, 
As uttered from high come phrases bright. 
 
Here I am, here I am, here I am, hear me, 
This ground is mine, this bush, this tree, 
Come on, come on, come on, pity me, 
I’ve wife to feed and nestlings three. 
 
Female awakes, preening fletch-spotted 
breast, 
Hatchlings agape with an empty chest, 
Male now departs on an urgent request, 
For snail-rich delight, or worms at best. 
 
But to leave must defend, must protect  
his patch, 
So sings to prove he’s up to scratch. 
I’m here, I’m here, I’m here in my tree, 
My mate, my mate, my clutch, needs me. 
 
Down on the ground in a damp mossy lea, 
Knows there’s a patch serving food for free. 
First find a snail, find some rock debris, 
Now bang on the shell a one, two, three. 
 
Then the male futters back bearing food 
with glee, 
Feeds tasty tack to nestlings three, 
Gives song daylong in da capo key, 
I’m back, I’m back, I’m back, pretty me! 
 
Chris Terrell-Nield 2021 

Song thrush (throstle) 

Thrush’s anvil - an 
unusual example of tool 
use in birds  
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Notes From Bunny Wood 
I heard a Song Thrush last week, not in the Wood but in Keyworth 
Square when I was waiting for my wife to re-emerge from the 
dentist. So, I thought – when did I last hear a Song Thrush in 
Bunny Wood? 
We have records from the Wood’s southern coppice compartments. 
These provide a suitable habitat for a species that naturally feeds 
and nests in areas close to cover. It’s also less disturbed there, 
though thrushes have been recorded from the carpark, probably 
because there are more people to hear their memorable song. 
The Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos) – Turdus meaning “thrush” 
is smaller than mistle thrushes and blackbirds. Look closely and 
you’ll see that the speckles on its breast form upward pointing 
arrow heads (hence fletch-spotted). In flight the underside of the 
wings has a pinkish tinge, absent in a mistle thrush, which has 
white outer tail feathers. But it’s the song that makes this 
eponymous bird special. 
Males sing to advertise for a mate and to retain a territory. The 
song is loud and based on repetitive phrases: “filip filip filip codidio 
codidio quitquiquit tittit tittit tereret tereret tereret”. After each is 
a listening pause before the next one. A male may have dozens of 
these, many copied from his parents. Garden song thrushes often 
include car alarms and ‘phones.  
The song gives this bird its name philomelos from Philomela, who 
had her tongue cut out, then was changed into a singing bird. Her 
name comes from Ancient Greek philo- (loving) and melos (song). 
Hence the term “philharmonic”. 
With much reduced populations, song thrushes are red listed. This 
decrease is likely due removal of hedgerows and change in 
woodland management, often to remove the shrub layer and to 
improve drainage. This leads to less cover for nest sites and ground 
too hard to extract earthworms. Recent surveys, though suggest 
the decline has levelled off. With our management, song thrush 
phrases still echo through the wood. I wouldn’t have heard the 
Keyworth bird but for a boiled sweet and a cracked tooth! 
* Note: “Da capo” is a musical term meaning repeat from the start. 
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CHIRPINGS 
Notes on birds and nature in the garden 

I came across an article in ‘Bird Watching’ magazine recently 
which encouraged us all to love our misunderstood and hard-done-
by magpies, which have undoubtedly suffered from a bad press 
they apparently do not deserve. Read on … 
It seems magpies might not be as piratical as we thought they 
were. In winter they are mainly vegetarian, eating fruits and 
berries, and in summer they are positively helpful in going for the 
less-loved creatures that destroy garden lawns, adult and larval 
beetles, ants, and leatherjackets (cranefly larvae), supplementing 
this with caterpillars and grasshoppers which may or may not be 
beneficial to the 
garden. 
I have often seen them 
in the fields around the 
village and on some 
larger lawns strutting 
about as if they own 
the plot and probing 
the ground for insects 
(aerating the lawn?).  
There is a lot for them 
to find – Britain 
apparently has 4,100 
species of beetle, 50 species of ants and 327 species of cranefly. 
Who knew?  Probably not all present in the same garden at the 
same time, thankfully.  
The magpie-defender does acknowledge that the birds will take 
away carrion, such as roadkill – doing us a service by cleaning up 
the roads, of course – and occasionally “a few living birds, 
mammals and reptiles”. That, of course, is when they come to our 
notice and get their bad press. 
But magpies don’t get things all their own way, and can be 
positively victimised by jackdaws and crows which will drive a 
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magpie out of their territory when they have nestlings.   
A crow will actually harass a magpie on sight, whether it needs to 
or not, and would be capable of killing one. Do you feel sorry for the 
magpie yet? Crows have been proved to steal magpies’ nest 
material, eggs and even nestlings. The biter, bit.   
So magpies try to nest high in shrubs and trees using branches 
that will not bear a crow’s weight – intelligent, then. Or the magpie 
will build a nest close to people, knowing that crows are more wary 
of humans nearby. Their nests are built up one stick at a time, 
taking as much as 40 days to complete, and one has been found 
comprising 598 sticks piled up on a mud platform.  That’s a tower-
block, surely. 
And finally, the argument runs that magpies don’t actually steal 
shiny things because they are not edible so there’s no point. The 
article’s author clearly has no appreciation of the importance of 
lifestyle-enhancing internal décor in the nest. Overall, I’m not 
convinced – are you? 
 

       Sheila Clark  
 

 
The Friends of Rushcliffe Country 
Park have had a reprint of the ‘Bombs 
to Butterflies’ book which is now 
available to purchase.  
Copies will be sold at our pop-up shop 
on the first Wednesday of each month 
from 10am until 12 noon. 
You can also obtain copies by sending 
me an email at 
dorothypearson45@gmail.com. 
Each copy is £6.  
Thanks, Dorothy.  

*********************************************** 
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Birds, Butterflies and Bees  

Keen to see if there was any enthusiasm for Bunny Improvement 
Group (BIG) to resume, an alfresco meeting was held on the 
Village Green on Saturday 15th May.  
The attendance was good and spirits high and plans were soon 
underway to brighten 
Bunny. 
The first was to sow wild 
flower seeds throughout the 
village at places selected by 
the sowers. Developing a 
wild seed bed is not as easy 
as one may imagine, it 
involves preparing a seed 
bed that will not be 
overwhelmed by existing 
plants and constant 
attention until it has properly developed.  
Hence a ‘small steps at a time’ approach. If you don’t see any wild 
flowers you will see small signs indicating where they should be. 
We hope to bring more Birds, Butterflies and Bees to Bunny!  
Making a quick start to our plans, on Wednesday 19th May BIG 

did a group weed and 
sweep around the Church 
perimeter as a start to 
our ‘Brightening up’ 
aims. 
We will be having a more 
intimate meeting in the 
near future at either the 
Rancliffe Arms or the 
Village Hall. A date has 
yet to be fixed, but all are 
welcome.  
 

Pete Pearson 
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BUNNY ALLOTMENTS RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

Summer Berry Cake - Serves 12 
 
Ingredients 
325g butter (room temp) 425g caster sugar 
2tsp almond extract  ½ lemon, finely zested 
250g plain yogurt  4 large eggs 
375g self raising flour  225g ground almonds 
 
Filling 
200g mascarpone  300ml double cream 
1tbsp lemon juice  icing sugar to taste 
800g summer berries  4tbsp caster sugar 
   
Method 

 
1. Heat the oven to 180/160 fan. Butter and line the bases of three 
23cm cake tins. Cream the butter and sugar until light and fluffy, 
then add the almond extract and lemon zest. With a fork, whisk 
the yogurt with the eggs. With the mixer on a low speed, add the 
flour, ground almonds and ½ tsp salt to the butter and sugar, 
alternating with the yogurt and eggs. 
2. Divide the batter between the tins and bake for 35-40 minutes.  
Cool in the tins for 5 minutes then turn onto a wire rack and leave 
to cool. 
3. Beat the mascarpone to loosen it. Whip the cream until it holds 
its shape. Combine the cream, mascarpone and lemon juice then 
carefully add the icing sugar to taste. 
4. Assemble the cake just before serving.  Toss the berries with the 
caster sugar.  Spread the flattest cake with half the cream, then 
add half the fruit. Top with a second cake, spread the rest of the 
cream and top with the rest of the fruit. Finish with the last cake 
and sift over with icing sugar. 
 
Would you like an allotment?   Please contact Cathy on 
07803 004582 or Sheila on 9213783. 
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Mike Elliott talks cobblers - as well as buses and vicars 

Mike’s Memories 

In November 1970 the then morning paper for the area, the 
Nottingham Guardian Journal, ran a whole page of news on  
Bunny, under the heading of a regular series of articles they 
produced, “Down your Way”. 
I was asked to talk to the leading residents in the village and come 
up with a story of a few thousand words to highlight the village 
with a quaint name positioned exactly halfway between 
Nottingham and Loughborough. 
And that was the time when the once very rural village had begun 
to expand, with new homes appearing in several areas of the 
parish. 
I recall that there was a good start for my story because at the time 
residents were making strong noises to a fear that Trent Motor 
Traction, who ran the No 66 bus service from Nottingham to 
Loughborough, were saying they may have to withdraw from then 
route because it was losing money and needed subsidies to keep it 
afloat. Such a move would have effectively  cut off the village. 
Parish clerk at the time, Mrs Iris Hayes  of Loughborough Road -  
recognised  then to be one of the very few female clerks in  
Nottinghamshire – said the loss of the service would be a 
tragedy.    
“There are a great many people, particularly the old and the 
widows, who do not have cars and for them to be  without a bus 
service would mean they would be stranded.” she said. 
Mrs Hayes was actively involved with the fight to get a village hall 
and was at the head of the committee in 1969 when the former 
school was handed over to the village after a 25-year battle began, 
raising cash through a special committee in the hope they could 
build a hall.  They got as far as buying a plot of land on Church 
Street on which a block of cottages had stood and where the village 
shoe and boot cobbler, Mr Whittaker, lived and operated from. 
 “I remember on a warm summer day old Mr Whittaker would 
move on to the pavement on front of his cottage and carrying out 
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his cobbling work for everyone to see.  And children – including 
myself – from the school would go over and talk to him in their 
lunch hour and watch him work. 
“And I also remember that his property was never very tidy and 
can recall when 
someone went to 
collect their 
repaired shoes, he 
would ask them to 
go and look for 
their shoes among 
huge piles spread 
all over the floor 
and on top of his 
furniture. 
Sometimes it took 
the caller ten 
minutes to find their shoes.” 
The land on which the cottages had stood was bought for £350 and 
some time after, when  the committee accepted they would never 
raise enough money to build a hall, was sold by auction for £1,200, 
to become part of the site for new houses adjacent to the entrance 
to the new school which was then yet to be built. 
Vicar at the time was the Rev Hywell Evans, having moved to 
Bunny from his post as vicar of Holy Trinity Church at Clifton. He 
said at the time that Bunny was marked as a green belt village and 
that meant it would not undergo any rapid change, with that 
appealing to his idea of country life. 
In those days the village had two main employers, Ransome and 
Marles and H J Baldwin brickworks, two shops including the 
post office, and the Rancliffe Arms public house . 
And at the time the spelling of the village name was still a talking 
point, with many people saying it should be a six-letter word 
‘Bunney’ and not plain Bunny. But by 1970 the local authorities in 
the area had dropped the extra letter.  
(The village was originally known as Bonei, while in 1225 it had 
become Boney. Later it was shown as Bunneya and then in 1576 as 
Bunney. It is thought that Bunny first appeared in 1718.) 
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Bunny Lane car park in Keyworth is one of six in Rushcliffe to be 
awarded a safety award. 
It has been given the ‘Park Mark’ award along with Bridgford 
Road, Gordon Road, Nursery and Rushcliffe Arena car parks in 
West Bridgford; and Needham Street car park in Bingham, Bunny 
Lane car park in Keyworth and Rushcliffe. 
Part of the Safer Parking Scheme national standards, a Park Mark 
is awarded to parking facilities that pass a risk assessment 
conducted by the Police and the British Parking Association. 
Getting the award involves 
passing management and 
maintenance standards of 
the facility, ensuring that 
there are appropriate levels 
of surveillance, lighting, 
signage and cleanliness. 
These criteria are known to 
reduce the opportunity for 
crime and create a safer 
environment for the 
motorist and their vehicle. 
Peter Gravells British Parking Association Area Manager said: “I 
am delighted that Rushcliffe car parks are achieving the Park 
Mark award as it demonstrates the hard work and commitment to 
providing a safe environment for users. 
“Each car park undergoes a rigorous assessment by specially 
trained police assessors. Those achieving the award have 
management practices and security measures that actively reduce 
crime. They look safer, they feel safer and they are safer.” 
Nottinghamshire Police Designing out Crime Officer Boguslawa 
Motylska said: “It is a pleasure to see security standards as high as 
those demonstrated by the Rushcliffe car parks. The combination 
of measures installed in each facility follows the principles of crime 
prevention through environmental design that are known to reduce 
the risk of crime.” 

Awards for car parks 
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION 
 
ONLINE 
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk. 
 
DIARY PAGES 
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the 
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172. 
 
COPY 
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text 
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files 
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be deliv-
ered to Erica at 34 Main Street (please include a contact number). 
 
COPY DEADLINE 
Deadline for next edition: Mon Jun 14 
Delivery of next edition: Sat Jun 26 / Sun Jun 27  
  
ADVERTISING 
Enquiries to cjeanb36@hotmail.com. 

DISTRIBUTION 
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local 
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791. 
 
COMMITTEE 
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.  
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791 
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road, 
9845172 
 
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily 
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and 
when it is considered appropriate. 
 
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of 
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is 
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission. 
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website. 
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LOCAL GROUPS 

 
 Allotments 
 Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582 
 
 Baby & Toddlers 
 Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914 
 
 Bunny Improvement Group 
 Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com) 
 
 Church Bell Ringing 
 Marilyn 0115 9844081 
 
 Church Choir 
 Heather 0115 9845172 
 
 Community Choir 
 Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)  
 
 Fabric Fundraisers 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Friends of Bunny School 
 friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com 
 
 Gardeners 
 Graham 0115 9846253 
 
 Handbells 
 John 0115 9211335 
 
 History 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Lunch Bunch 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Men’s Institute 
 Bob 01509 768184 or David 0115 8374922  
 
 Messy Church 
 Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com) 
 
 Women's Institute 
 Angi 07970 801709  
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS   

Bunny Primary School 0115 921 2727 
Church House Surgery, Ruddington 0115 984 7101 
Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington 0115 984 8024 
Crimestoppers UK 0800 555111 
East Leake Health Centre 01509 852181 
East Leake Leisure Centre 01509 852956 
Electricity Loss of Supply  105 
Floodline 0345 988 1188 
Gas Emergency 0800 111999 
Hate Crime Helpline 0800 138 1625 
Keyworth Dental Surgery 0115 937 5828 
Keyworth Health Centre 0115 937 3527 
Keyworth Leisure Centre 0115  937 5582 
Keyworth Library 0115 937 3509 
Leakline & Sewer Problems 0800 783 4444 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 0115 940 6872 
NHS Direct  111 
Nottingham City Hospital 0115 969 1169 
Nottinghamshire County Council 0300 500 8080 
Police (if crime in progress call 999)  101 
Queen's Medical Centre 0115 924 9924 
Ruddington Library 0115 921 2309 
Ruddington Medical Centre 0115 921 1144 
Rushcliffe Borough Council 0115 981 9911 
South Wolds Academy 0115 937 3506 
Telephone Preference Service 0207 291 3320 
Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth 0115 937 2226 
Village Dental Practice, East Leake 01509 852399 
Village Hall Administrator 0115  984 6466 


