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EDITORIAL 
 
Tributes are paid in this month’s edition to two men who played 
a full part in village life for many years, Roy Baker and David 
Ward (see pages 14 to 17). Our thoughts are with the families 
and friends not only of Roy and David, but of others from the 
village who have passed away in recent weeks. There is obviously 
never a good time to lose a loved one, but having a limit of 30 
people for a funeral and just six people for a wake or other 
commemorative event adds another complication during an 
already difficult period. 
By the time this edition comes out, the Prime Minister should 
have unveiled at least a partial roadmap for the easing of 
lockdown and, perhaps, the beginning of a return to a more 
normal way of life. Notwithstanding that announcement, there 
are some planned events which will definitely be going ahead, 
even if they are in a slightly different format. One of these is the 
census on March 21, and you can see details about this on page 
24.  
In the meantime, support continues to be offered by the NHS 
Volunteer Responder scheme, the Bunny Buddies scheme, and 
one-offs such as the gifts made recently by the parish council to 
those over 80 (see page 19).  
And to find out how one of the village’s institutions has been 
faring during a year of the pandemic, see pages 28 to 30 for an in-
depth look at the life of Bunny Primary School over the past 12 
months.  
Finally, you will notice that there is no ‘Back in the Day’ feature 
in this month's edition. Roger Sewell from Bunny History 
Society, who has written the feature for the past two years, is 
taking a very well-earned break, and I’d like to thank him for all 
his contributions over that time. I find it fascinating to read 
about Bunny in days gone by, and Roger has always been able to 
pick out interesting photos of events and people to write about in 
an entertaining and knowledgeable way. So thank you. 
 

The Editor 
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

Sainsbury’s out, SPAR in 
Sainsbury’s has closed the doors of its store in Ruddington for 
good. The Sainsbury’s Local in Wilford Road shut for the last time 
on February 6. 
The closure had originally been announced back in October, with 
that announcement coming a year after Sainsbury’s had said it 
would be shutting up to 15 supermarkets and 40 convenience 
stores.  
A Sainsbury’s 
spokesperson said: “Our 
Wilford Road store has 
now closed.  
“We understand this will 
be an unsettling time for 
those affected and we’re 
supporting them in any 
way we can.  
“We hope to welcome 
customers to our other 
nearby stores, including 
Keyworth Local and West 
Bridgford Local on Melton 
Road.”  
The Keyworth store is  
2.2 miles from Bunny, and the West Bridgford store is 4.6 miles 
away. The spokesperson added that a “small number” of staff were 
employed at the store, and they had been offered the opportunity 
to redeploy to other roles within the business.  
The Wilford Road store had originally opened in 2010 on the site of 
the former Grices of Ruddington electrical shop. 
A sign on the shop indicates that a new SPAR shop is going to 
open on the site. The company did not respond to a request for 
further details. 

The store in Wilford Road 
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

Cases holding steady 
Coronavirus cases in Rushcliffe have been holding fairly steady 
throughout February so far, with seven-day infection rates around 
the 200 per 100,000 people mark. 
The graph below from Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Local 
Resilience Forum shows the figures so far this year, up to 
February 12 (dates are always a bit behind to account for a lag in 
cases being recorded). It shows a significant fall since the highs of 
early January, but a levelling off rather than a continued fall in 
February. 

 
Figures hit a low of 187 cases per 100,000 on February 6, before 
increasing slightly to 216 on February 12. It means Rushcliffe 
remains below the average for the whole of Nottinghamshire (at 
232), but not by much.   
Broxtowe (160) and Gedling (206) have the lowest rates in the 
county, while the highest are in Mansfield (260) and Newark & 
Sherwood (256).  
But all areas of Notts are still above the UK seven-day average, 
which stands at 136 at the time of writing. Middlesbrough has the 
highest at 321, and the Shetland Islands the lowest at just 4.   
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With Roy’s passing, we have lost a good, kind, gentle and much-
respected friend. He died peacefully with Anne at his bedside, 
reading prayers to him. 
Roy joined Bunny and Bradmore PCC in 1981, a year after he and 
Anne moved to our village. Ten years later, in 1991, he was elected 
Church Warden and served (with a sabbatical from 2011-13) until 
his recent retirement through ill health. He also served as 
Treasurer, Gift Aid Secretary and Fabric Officer. 
He was greatly supported by Anne in all these duties - they were a 
tremendous team, generously giving of their time and themselves.  
Roy could relate to people of all walks of life, be they church 
officials or first-time visitors. 
So many heartfelt tributes 
have been received from 
Bunny villagers and from 
Bunny School, who recall his 
kindness when helping with 
school performance rehearsals 
in the church - always so 
obliging, generous and 
friendly.  
Also remembered was his 
diligence in helping Mike with 
Bradmore Parish Church, and 
Bradmore Methodist 
worshippers recollected his 
warm welcome at Bunny Family Services. Members of Keyworth 
and Stanton Churches remember him as a good friend and a great 
support to present and past church wardens, no more so than 
during the three interregna. 
Roy was immensely proud of Bunny Church. He loved our 
building. Not surprising, given his Army background (and we shall 
miss tales of his hair-raising exploits!), he could often be seen 

Roy Baker 

A True and Faithful Servant 
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1936-2021 

climbing ladders, inspecting the roof and tower, undertaking 
repairs or just picking up a broom to sweep the floor, all well past 
the age at which he ought and much to the disconcertion of Anne 
and Father Tom.  
Roy’s local authority background came to the fore in his tactful 
dealings with the Diocese and thoroughness with the reams of 
paper work and emails. A shake of the head and wry comment 
were the only indications of frustration at the bureaucracy.  
There are so many events during Roy’s stewardship, but two stood 
out for him: the installation of the heating system, and the Civic 
Service when the late Alfred Cooper (of Bradmore) was Mayor of 
Rushcliffe.  
“He was our rock”, say Anne, Suzanne, Rebecca and Julian. He was 
ours too: a man of quiet faith and duty, an inspiration to us all, 
known for his warm welcome, kindness and tireless care for 
everyone in our community. A lovely, lovely man. What a privilege 
to have known you, Roy. We are lost without you. 
 

A Fitting Goodbye 
 
In the warmth and brightness in the early morning of 15th 
February, Roy was brought quietly into Bunny Church with Anne, 
Suzanne, Rebecca, Julian and close friends, Margaret, Joan and 
Dave, led by Father Tom.  
Roy’s service was peaceful and dignified - so fitting as we paid our 
respects and said ‘goodbye’. The Area Dean represented the 
Diocese. 
A mass of white flowers and green foliage, beautifully and lovingly 
arranged by Suzanne and Rebecca, adorned his coffin. Three tall 
candles and the Paschal candle were ringed by a similar mass of 
flowers and foliage, also arranged by Suzanne and Rebecca.    
Anne’s choice of hymns: ‘Make Me a Channel of Your Peace’, ‘Be 
Still for the Presence of the Lord’ and ‘The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, 
is Ended’ were favourites of hers and Roy’s. 
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Revd. Margaret Oldroyd gave a wonderful tribute to Roy, talking 
about his life and service in the Army, Local Government and our 
Church. Roy’s life, she said, centred around three F’s - his faith, 
devotion to his family and his friends.   
Although only 30 friends were able to attend the service due to 
lockdown, Rev Margaret referred to the many more friends of Roy’s 
who would have been there in different circumstances, many of 
whom paid their respects as the cortège passed on its way to the 
church. Roy’s friends also included the four-footed kind - his dogs, 
who were his constant companions, and every year Roy sponsored 
a Guide Dog. 
A tribute on behalf of the village was given by myself. Rev Trevor 
Kirkman read the lesson: John, Chapter 14: verses 1-6. Father 
Tom related the lesson’s message of reassurance and hope of rising 
again to be with our Lord, to the true and faithful servant that Roy 
was. A sense of duty, respect and care for others, treating all as 
equals and a warm welcome to everyone was the essence of Roy.  
Michael Worth played the organ before and at the end of the 
service. Marilyn Parker tolled the bell for each year of Roy’s life as 
Roy was taken quietly from the church to his committal at the 
graveside in the churchyard. He has been laid to rest by the west 
door, underneath the weeping cherry beside the laurel. 
* In memory of Roy, donations to Guide Dogs may be made via the 
following link: https://roy-baker1.muchloved.com.   
* The video of the funeral is available on the benefice website at 
www.ksbb.org.uk. 

Words by Penny Wakefield 
 
 

A Message From Roy’s Family 
 
Anne, Suzanne, Rebecca and Julian are very grateful for the very 
many tributes to Roy that we have received since his passing. Your 
kind words, thoughts and prayers have been a great comfort to us 
in our sad loss. Roy was devoted to our family and dearly loved by 
us. He was our rock. To know that so many of you feel the same is 
a great help and solace to us. Thank you all very much. 

 
Roy Baker, 2nd June 1936 - 27th January 2021 
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It is with sadness we mark the passing of David on 1 February 
2021. David lived in Bunny for his childhood and much of his later 

life, until he and June married in 
1970. June joined him in his love of Bunny 
and its people, so they were never far away. 
For many years they served on the PCC, 
June as Secretary and David in various 
roles. June and Anne Baker started the 
monthly Open Church on Saturday 
mornings welcoming all with a smile, cup of 
tea or coffee and a delicious biscuit. It was 
lovely to see David there and at Chat in 
Church, whenever he felt able to, right up 
until the Covid lockdown.  
David was a very talented artist and 

musician. He chose to concentrate on 
his painting and as well as exhibiting 
locally, he also exhibited at the Royal 
Academy of Arts Summer Exhibition in 
London. He was also invited, several 
times, to exhibit at The Paris Salon. 
He always said how lucky he was to 
have such a happy childhood in a place 
he loved. One of his greatest delights 
was to keep adding to his “memory 
sketch books”, recording a lot of his 
experience. Many friends recall looking 
through these wonderful chronicles of 
life in Bunny. 
A kind, modest and gentle man, who 
will be greatly missed by his family and friends. David’s funeral 
will take place on Friday 5 March at 2pm in St Mary the Virgin 
Church, Bunny and afterward cremation at Wilford Hill. 
 

Anne Wright (David’s sister) 

James David Ward 
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EAST LEAKE 
 
5th  Unknown suspect damaged window in West Leake  
  Lane by throwing stone at it. 
13th  Number plates stolen from car in Sycamore Road.   
 
KEYWORTH 
 
2nd  Financial fraud in Rose Hill. 
2nd  Males “messing around on cricket pitch” by village hall. 
16th  Credit card fraud in Ash Grove. 
19th  Drug use / dealing in Manor Road. 
24th  Alleged party and possible Covid breach in Nottingham 
  Road. 
27th  Smashed window in Main Street. 
 
TOLLERTON 
 
9th  Theft of petrol in Melton Road.  
 
PLUMTREE 
 
23rd  Van abandoned and seized in Church Hill. 
 
 
WIDMERPOOL 
 
28th  Catalytic converter stolen from car in Old Melton Road. 
   
 
There were no crimes reported in Bradmore, Bunny, Costock, 
Rempstone or Willoughby-on-the-Wolds. 
 
PC Kelly Carlile (07725 925330) and PCSO Tony Davies (07702 
141572).  

CRIMES IN JANUARY    
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After the parish council received some funds to help people during 
this pandemic, it decided to help residents by distributing some 
orchids, cakes and shortbread cookies. 
With the help of the Buddy volunteers and some parish councillors, 
22 of these packages have now been distributed to people over the 
age of 80, to 
Hillside Farm 
nursing home, to 
Greenwood Lodge 
and to residents 
who sought help 
from the Bunny 
Buddies scheme. 
The card included 
a message, "A 
little something to 
help you through 
this lockdown", 
signed from 
Bunny Parish 
Council and the Bunny Buddies.  
We have already received so many thank you calls, and hope this 
has brought some smiles to everyone.  
If we have missed you, perhaps for looking too young, please let one 
of our councillors know.  
Thank you to our volunteers who distributed the gifts, including 
John Alldred, Isabella and Luciano Leone, Michelle Darkin Price 
and Esther Wainwright.  
The flowers and cake were bought from Notcutts Wheatcroft 
garden centre, which gave us 20% discount for a good community 
cause, so thank you also to Wheatcroft.  
 

Izumi Featherstone 
On behalf of Bunny Parish Council and the Buddy scheme  

Flowers and cakes for over-80s 
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BBUNNY PARISH 
Minutes of  the meeting held by Zoom on Thurs Jan 21 

 
Appointment of chairman to end of financial year 
The clerk explained that earlier in the financial year the council 
had agreed that the appointment of chairman be taken every three 
months. Coun Nigel Sutton was proposed and accepted as 
chairman to the end of the current financial year, with Coun David 
Beckford continuing as vice-chairman. 
 
Casual vacancy appointment  
The meeting confirmed the co-option of Mr Dick Wilson to fill the 
vacancy.  
 
Minutes of the meeting held on November 25, 2020 
Were accepted as circulated and would be signed by the chairman 
when appropriate.  
 
Covid-19 
NALC continue to advise parish councils they should hold face-to-
face meetings, a ruling echoed by the Society of Local Council 
Clerks. There are currently an increasing number of clerks retiring 
and currently there are 11 councils in Nottinghamshire without a 
clerk, including two more announced today, at Blyth and Granby.   
The clerk said Notts County Council had asked a second time for 
details of how the parish council had spent the £500 community  
grant it had been awarded. Coun Featherstone said currently there 
were some elderly residents affected by the third lockdown 
imposed by the Government and suggested small gifts might be 
given to them to help boost their morale, a move supported by the 
members. 
 
Correspondence 
* Notts County Council were to be told no-one had volunteered to 
be snow warden in the village.  
* Letters from Nick Sparrow of West Bridgford and a reply from 
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CCOUNCIL MINUTES 

Bunny Park estate on the subject of public access to their land 
were received without comment.  
* A quotation had been received from Aart De Groot for tree work 
on the village green. A second quote had been sought and would be 
considered when received. Concerns were expressed that because 
of the condition of some of the trees there could be incidents of 
branches falling. 
* Bunny website: in November there had been 42 page visits a day, 
two more than in October, and of the visitors for the month399 
were first time visitors out of the 1247 page visitors.  
* Coun Wilson had presented members with a response to the 
Rushcliffe Borough Council’s proposed planning enforcement policy 
and it was agreed this be forwarded to the Borough. 
* Rushcliffe Borough Council wrote in regard to possible localised 
flooding following the recent heavy rain storms and a general 
discussion took place. Coun Berridge said there was a regular 
problem on Moor Lane with an overflow from a drain being a 
regular occurrence. The clerk was asked to write to the local MP 
and to ask what might be done to tackle the ongoing problem. 
 
Village hall  
* Rushcliffe Borough Council had advised that permission would 
not be required to install new shelving in the village hall, the 
decision based on the information forwarded to them by Coun 
Featherstone and without a detailed site visit having taken place. 
* Electricity supply: Coun Rogers updated the meeting in regard to 
the power supply, and members agreed to change the supplier from 
Eon to Octopus, at least for a year. Coun Rogers said the firm he 
was putting forward had given the best price of the three he had 
obtained. 
* Mr Dave Williams to finish off the remainder of electrical work in 
the village hall including installation of two LED strip light for the 
small room of the village hall, £350. Coun Featherstone to oversee. 
* ADT fire alarm company to commence work next week with the 
installation of the emergency exit sign and the internal fire alarm 
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system. Coun Sutton to oversee. 
* Painting of the Village Hall to commence Feb by Mr Squires. 
* New Village Hall sign: to make final decision on font and colour 
of the lettering next meeting, decision made not to run the 
competition as not easy to do at present. 
* EICR due February, Cllr Sutton to inform us if this requirement 
is on an annual basis or every three years. 
* All workers and councillors to adhere to Covid ruling when 
accessing the Village hall. 
* Mr Wilson commenced refurbishing the village hall notice board.  
Agreement with the extra cost of £30 for a thicker cork board and a 
front opening £50 for the notice board outside the village hall 
passageway. Total cost £150. 
 
Highway matters 
* A question was raised as to why there was only a painted 50mph 
sign on the A60 Loughborough Road on one of the two routes for 
the village. The clerk was asked to seek a comment from the 
County Highways department and request for another painted sign 
to be provided. 
* Concerns were raised at the number of parked vehicles on Bunny 
Hill at the entrance to the Wood. The clerk was asked to check on 
why the volunteers who carry out maintenance work there could 
not  park within the boundary of the site to avoid the need for 
pedestrians having to walk onto the road to pass the entrance.  It 
was suggested some of the vehicles would be there because their 
owners took dogs into the wood. 
 
Planning 
 
Rushcliffe Borough Council Applications 
 
20/03204/LBC  Bunny and Bradmore Charities, Schoolhouse and 
Almshouses, 124/126 Loughborough Road. High level masonry and 
stone restoration, chimney stacks, gables, kneelers, copings, finials 
and quoins. Structure repair to failing dormer window, with roof 
strip and relay to eave. Restore east elevation gutters and 
downpipe. Restore leaded casements, associated ashlar mullions at 
first and second floors. No objection. 
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20/03232/ful. Naden Moothia, Greenwood Lodge, 49-55 Gotham 
Lane. Single storey detached building to the rear. No objection.   
 
Rushcliffe Borough Council Decisions 

  
20/01345/ful. Jacky Cripwell, land west of Grange Farm, Moor 
Lane. Change of use from paddock for stabling, horse exercise, 
poultry and the storage of farm equipment, materials and feed to a 
residential development of four detached dwellings and associated 
car garages and landscaping. Demolish large storage barn and 
timber horse stables and shed. Grant. 
 
20/02010/FUL. S Finch and J Harrison, Chestnut Farm, Bunny 
Hill. Create new vehicular access. Refuse. 
 
20/02566/ful. Chris Pountney, 6 Church View. Single storey front 
porch extension. Grant. 
 
Coun Berridge presented an  updated report on the working group 
looking at production of a Parish Plan and said good progress was 
being made.  The idea of a Neighbourhood Plan and a Village Plan 
were being investigated, explaining that for a Neighbourhood Plan  
the Borough Council had to take notice of its contents when 
dealing with any planning application in the village. The report 
presented by Coun Berridge had been circulated to all members 
and explained the details of production of a local plan and a 
neighbourhood plan. Members were told the plan working party 
were preparing to present a recommendation  to the next council 
meeting on their proposals in respect of the publication of a plan. 
 
Finance 
Budget and Precept 2021-2022: Members discussed a report on the 
finances of the council and the suggested requirements for the 
coming year, in which it was suggested requirements would be 
£24,640. The precept for the present year was £21,900 and after a 
vote it was agreed the precept should be increased to £22,350, an  
increase of 2 per cent. 

 
Date of next meeting: February 18, 2021 

24 

The census takes place on March 21 - but things will be a bit 
different this time around. 
The majority of people will be asked to complete the census online, 
although there will still be the option to fill in a paper version if 
preferred. 
At the 2011 census, Bunny had a population of 689, living in 278 
different households, so it will be interesting to see how the figures 
have changed over the past decade.  
Rushcliffe Borough Council's cabinet portfolio holder for 
community and the environment, Cllr Abby Brennan, said: 
"Households will 
begin receiving 
letters with online 
codes in March 
explaining how 
they can complete 
their online 
census. People can 
also request a 
paper 
questionnaire if they’d prefer to complete the census that way.   
"In areas where lower online completion is expected, around 10% of 
households will receive a traditional paper form through the post. 
"There is plenty of help available, with people also able to complete 
the census over the phone with assistance from trained staff via 
the ONS’ free phone contact centre. The ONS also aims to provide 
in-person support to complete the census online through Census 
Support Centres where it is safe to do so." 
The main census field operation will begin only after March 21, 
contacting those who have not responded.  
Field staff will never need to enter people’s houses; they will 
always be socially distanced, wear PPE and work in line with all 
government guidance. They will be operating in the same way as a 
postal or food delivery visit. 
Results will be available in 12 months. For more information and 
advice on how to answer the questions, visit census.gov.uk. 

Census day approaching 
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NORBURY NATTERS 

Parish Council Viral 
The  Zoom meeting of Handforth PC is worth watching on 
YouTube. Jackie Weaver, the star of the show, faced up to bullying 
and sexism, ejecting the miscreant councillors from the meeting. 
They were arguing that the meeting was illegal, and it turns that 
there was already an investigation into the same councillors’ 
behaviour. Parish Councils deserve better recognition than this for 
all the unpaid work they do, but as some say, there is no such 
thing as bad publicity. 
 
Considerate Construction 
Steve Stubbs’ “thank you” for the patience of his neighbours during 
construction work was much appreciated. It is a reminder that it is 
a matter of courtesy to keep neighbours informed of any plans from 
the outset and during work. This is particularly the case when 
there is no off-street parking, or usable access for delivery and 
construction vehicles.   
 
Pub Praise 
The continuance of the Rancliffe ‘Take Aways’ is much appreciated 
and enjoyed by many in the village and the surrounding area. 
Thanks go to Rachel, Robyn and all the staff for all their efforts 
and hope that they will be rewarded with a full reopening before 
long. A pint of draught Wainwrights would go down a treat. 
 
Vintage  Visit 
Mike Elliott’s article on the village association with Notts County, 
reminded me of my first visit to Bunny in the 1950s. Dad was a 
Magpies fan and he got free entrance by virtue of being a St John 
Ambulance man.  
He must have known Bertie Edwards, and we had a look round the 
hall. My memory is of the fountain in the garden and a visit to the 
nursery in the walled garden. Little did I know that 40 years later 
I would end up living in the village. 
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Date  Time Event  Place 
      

3 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day  

10 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

15 Monday  April Bulletin deadline  

17 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day  

24 Wednesday  Grey Bin Day  

31 Wednesday  Blue & Green Bin Day  

VILLAGE DIARY FOR MARCH 

VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS 
 

Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm) 
Small hall only: £4 per hour 

Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour 
 

When available, to book please contact Andrew Featherstone on 
07397 189535 or 0115 98 4646 

Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com  

Services at St Mary's Church in Bunny are now suspended until 
the end of lockdown. Online services can be viewed at https://
www.keyworthstantonbunnychurch.com/video.htm.  

All public libraries are now closed until further notice. Use of 
their PCs is restricted to prebooked sessions at West Bridgford. 
Telephone 01623 677200. 
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St Mary the Virgin Bunny with 
Bradmore Parish Church  

Churchwardens:  
Heather Paul  9845172 
Penny Wakefield 07531 903490 
Incumbent:  Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk) 

 Bunny Parish Council   

 Name Address Phone 

 John Alldred 42 Loughborough Road 921 2280 

 David Beckford 2 The Paddock 07414 004494  

 John Berridge 25 Moor Lane 984 7767 

 Izumi Featherstone 17 Albert Road 984 6466 

 Chris Rogers 11 Victoria Road 07919 593429 

 Steve Stubbs  23 Moor Lane  07843 052914   

 Nigel Sutton 1 The Paddock 07860 899585 

 Maria Webb 30 Moor Lane 921 3561 

 Dick Wilson Middle Barn, L’boro Road 940 6872 

 Mike Elliott 19/21 Main Street, 937 6506 
 (Clerk to the Council) Keyworth  
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The first school closure was announced in March 2020, and the 
school staff were only given a couple of days to prepare packs of 
work for each child in school, whilst simultaneously preparing the 
children for the unknown.  
Despite the short notice, I was amazed by the resilience and 
flexibility of the teaching staff to transform their teaching practice 
overnight, and the immediate response of our families to adapt to 
home schooling in our school 
community without any 
preparation. Little did we know 
that the school closure would 
continue well into June 2020. 
During the first lockdown we 
opened our school in term time 
and during school holidays to 
provide care for children with 
keyworker parents and for 
vulnerable children. All 
children were cared for on a rota system by staff, with the majority 
of school staff working remotely from home.  
The school was eerily quiet, and the children that remained in 
school enjoyed bike rides on the playground, PE with Joe Wicks 
and lots of crafting. Looking back now, the weather was beautiful 
and I am sure that most of our children will remember keyworker 
school as being far more relaxed than ‘real’ school.  
For those children learning at home, they continued to receive 
work from their teachers, and parents worked hard to keep their 
own children on track - quite difficult when juggling work/family 
life for the majority of parents at school.  
As we progressed deeper into lockdown, teaching staff adapted 
their practice and we delved into the unknown world of meeting 
children on Microsoft Teams. Initially, we approached this strategy 

 

Head teacher Georgina Anelay looks back at a year since the 
school first went into lockdown. 

BUNNY C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL 
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as a means to maintaining relationships between children and 
staff and between peers. It was clunky at the beginning, but as 
staff and children got used to communicating through a screen, it 
proved to be a huge success in keeping the school community 
connected.  
As June approached, we received guidance from the Government to 
re-open our schools to specific year groups. Along with this came a 
wealth of information about implementing specific measures to 
keep everyone as safe as possible and mitigate any risk.  
The Local Authority and Diocese were supportive in providing 
template risk assessments, but the workload and pressure weighed 
heavy at this time. Keeping my whole school community safe and 
healthy was now my number one priority as head teacher - I had 
lots of sleepless nights!  
After a difficult few days communicating with trade unions we 
reopened our school to Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. We continued 
to provide remote learning for our other year groups who remained 
at home.  
Being the head teacher of a small school, cleaning contact points 
became part of my everyday routine and teaching staff got used to 
cleaning tables, backs of chairs and handles after each lesson. My 
small office started to look like a cleaning cupboard full of soap, 
hand sanitiser and cleaning products. As the summer term drew to 
a close we were all exhausted and ready for a summer holiday.  
I couldn’t wait until September to re-open school for all our 
children and bring our school community back together. The 
reality in September was actually very different - despite having 
all the children back in school we had to create class bubbles, and 
socialisation across the school was severely restricted.  
Whole school gatherings were not allowed and we were unable to 
eat together, play together and worship together. Once again, the 
teaching staff adapted to the restrictions and I saw such resilience 
and courage in our children.  
We continued in this form until Christmas and the children all 
returned to school on Monday January 4th … for one day! The 
memory of watching our Prime Minster announce a second school 
closure saddened me, despite understanding the necessity in 
controlling the spread of Covid-19. Our children had enjoyed being 
back at school so much after a Christmas full of restrictions - they 
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were so pleased to be with their friends.  
Following the announcement I met with my Chair of Governors - 
always a calm voice of reason - and we arranged a staff meeting at 
9pm with teaching staff. Yet again, they listened to my plans and 
we decided to close school the following day, to organise lists of 
keyworker children and finalise the switch to remote learning.  
Following the late Monday night staff meeting I attempted several 

times to communicate with my parents 
and school community but all school 
email systems were difficult to access 
due to the sheer amount of internet 
traffic. I made the decision to travel 
into school early in the morning to 
communicate to parents.  
I would say that it was at this point 
when I was alone in school that I felt 
deeply saddened by a second school 
closure. Whilst I had great trust in our 
home learning strategy, I felt sad for 
the lost playtimes, fun games, fall-outs 
and make-ups, laughter and friendship.  
As a school we have attempted to 

deliver a remote learning offer that helps to maintains the 
connection between our children and staff as much as we can. The 
wellbeing of all the children remains our number one priority and I 
am forever hopeful that they have been given the best possible 
education in the circumstances we found ourselves in. I would like 
to take my hat off to all teaching, support and office staff who work 
in my school and across the country. I can only steer the ship 
through uncharted waters with the unwavering support of all staff 
in school who all agree on one thing - that children come first!  
Parents have continued to inspire me through the whole lockdown 
- their natural instinct to support and educate their children has 
been second to none. I appreciate it hasn’t always been easy, but 
they are all doing their very best and I am grateful for that. 
Finally, I would like to thank all children for showcasing the very 
best of their beings - resilience, adaptability, courage and kindness. 
Let us all learn from our children. I look forward to the time when 
the children in all of our schools can reunite again.  
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YYour Letters 

A lot has been said about the amount of fly-tipping that occurs 
along Wysall Lane, also known as Fairham 
Brook Lane! Whilst this is totally 
unnecessary and unsightly, it does get 
removed quite quickly by a hard-working 
Streetwise team.  
Far worse, in my opinion, is the quantity of 
litter that is thrown into the ditches and 
hedgerows by thoughtless people. This type 
of litter falls into the undergrowth or is 
covered by growing vegetation only to emerge 

when dieback or 
grass cutting 
occurs.  
This is reflected in the attached photos 
of such rubbish, picked along Wysall 
Lane during January. A similar amount 
was harvested in December. All the 
bottles, cans and plastics have been 
recycled.  

This problem will not go away. 
Everyone needs to take a leaf out of 
Charlie Shelton’s book and do 
something about it. 10-year-old 
Charlie was so sickened by all the 
litter and rubbish in the Lane he took 
the trouble to produce a poster asking 
people to stop it.  
Why not adopt a length of road and 
clear it? If you have a walk up Wysall 
Hill, there’s loads! 
 

Pete Pearson 
Main Street  
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MAD MARCH MOUSE 
Blinking and stiff, with whiskery twitch, 
Mousey peeps out from mossy log pitch. 
Food hard to find, she searches the ditch, 
Violets though sweet, her hunger can’t fix. 
 
Then there’s a scent, 
Strong to bewitch. 
Something quite strange, 
In a mouse niche. 
 
Tracing the source, 
Diet to enrich, 
Creeps underground, 
Then there’s a glitch. 
 
Click! 
 
Trapped in the dark, predator’s maw?             
In this strange gut, peanuts and straw. 
Eaten her fill, too tired to gnaw, 
Settles to sleep, tail curled in paw. 
 
Woken with start, airborne with caw, 
What fearsome clutch begs now for gore? 
Then there is light, and a huge claw 
Grasps her so tight, mouse to withdraw. 
 
Out from the sky comes a great jaw, 
Is this the end? Mousey no more? 
Then she’s set free, slight barber’s itch, 
Bounding for home, back in the ditch. 
 
Thinks… 
 
Soft bed and board, food that’s not kitsch, 
Catch me again, there’s hardly a hitch! 
 

Chris Terrell-Nield 2021  
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Notes From Bunny Wood 
We have five small mammal species recorded from the wood. 
Common and pygmy shrew are both rare; harvest mouse is 
recorded mainly from the butterfly meadow, where their spherical 
grass nests are found. Bank voles are widespread, and woodmice 
particularly common around Toothill Steps as the undergrowth 
there is particularly dense. If you hear high pitched squeaks as 
you climb the steps, though it isn’t your boots, but shrews calling. 
Woodmice are either very quiet or their calls are too high pitched 
for us to hear. So how do we know how many are there? The 
answer is live trapping. 
Apodemus sylvaticus (woodmouse or long-tailed field mouse) is 
Britain’s most common and widespread small rodent. It lives 
mostly in woodland and fields, but often in gardens (as far as our 
cat is concerned). In Bunny Wood, woodmice eat acorns, ash, and 
hawthorn seeds in winter, switching to more animal food in spring, 
then later to blackberries then fungi in autumn. At all seasons 
they cache food in their underground burrow but may leave stores 
elsewhere.  
In March our female has set up a small home range and is alone. 
Males will visit several females, who give birth to litters of 4-7 
young from March to October. Breeding may continue over winter 
if a good food supply is available. Woodmice live for less than a 
year and they have many predators including foxes, weasels, and 
owls. In fact, Tawny owls can fail to breed if numbers of woodland 
rodents are low and they have to eat less nutritive prey such as 
frogs and worms. 
Our female has been caught in a Longworth live trap (left) during 
a survey. We put hay bedding in our traps and bait them with 
porridge oats and peanut butter (tasty!). Traps are checked twice a 
day and small mammals are sexed, weighed, and marked with a 
fur clip (hence barber’s itch). Marks last a few weeks and with 
repeated trapping we can calculate the population size from the 
proportion of marked animals we find. 
One problem is that mice can get “trap happy” since they soon 
learn to come back for food. This reduces our population estimate 
since we recapture more mice than we should!  
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CHIRPINGS 
Notes on birds and nature in the garden 

Old names for birds – who knew that when Hamlet declares he 
knows a hawk from a handsaw he was using an old Norfolk word 
for heron, handsaw or hanser? So what are our garden birds’ other 
names?  
At the time of the Norman Conquest our robin would be called a 
Ruddock, an early version of the later ‘red breast’. Robin is 
actually a nickname for Robert, and the magpie’s nickname 
‘Macon’ became associated with King Richard III because he liked 
shiny things as a child. The cheeky little house sparrow used to be 
much more plentiful than it is now, and 200 years ago young 
children would catch 
perhaps 100 at a  
time of the sparrers 
or spadgwicks for 
one penny, as they 
were considered 
farm pests.  The 
plainer, grey-brown 
dunnock or hedge 
sparrow was hedge-
Betty.   
Tits in medieval   
times were called 
titmice, the plural 
form of titmouse,  
and only got their shortened name in Victorian times. The 
affection they have been held in is reflected in their other names, 
Tom Tit and Jackie Bluecap. Great Tit and Coal Tit are 
straightforward descriptive names, but the little Longtailed Tit 
has in the past been called a Barrel-tit or Bum-barrel, or 
featherpoke for its long tail, or jack-in-a-bottle. Next time you see a 
family part of them raiding your feeders think ‘patteney paley’, 
which is the Cornish name for them. 

House sparrows, or ‘spadgwicks’ 
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And so to the garden finches – the Spink or Pinkie (chaffinch, 
imitating its call), the Greenie (greenfinch) and the King Harry 
redcap – which seems absolutely to fit the feisty little goldfinch.  
Then we come to the thrush family. You may have come across the 
medieval name Mavis for a song thrush, which was also called a 
throstle. How many Mavises know they are named after a 
songster?  
The bigger mistle thrush is the Storm Cock from its habit of 
continuing to sing even in wind and rain; another old name for it is 
Jeremy joy, apparently a corruption of January joy because it sings 
very early in the year. 
Of our winter visitors 
the big, rangy Fieldfare 
used to be a Fulfer or 
Feltie, but the Spanish 
call it the ‘Zorzal real’ 
or royal thrush in its 
role as a herald – of 
winter, rather than of 
the king. The smaller 
redwing strangely 
doesn’t seem to have 
other names, the red 
patch under the wing 
being the feature we 
have always recognised it by. 
Finally, the Jenny Wren; whose Latin name “troglodytes 
troglodytes” seems somehow over the top for such a tiny bird, but is 
in honour of its habit of disappearing into cracks and under the 
undergrowth like a cave-dweller.  
So with a garden full of Robins, Toms, Jennys, Mavises, Jeremys, 
Bettys, Jackies and King Harry with his red cap you could have 
quite a party. No need for face-masks or social distancing! 
 

      Sheila Clark 
 

(With thanks to Birds Britannica, and to the Wildlife Trusts 
magazine for inspiring the search with its reference to the 
handsaw.) 

The mistle thrush, or ‘Storm Cock’ 
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HOME SECURITY 
 

Christopher Paul has now stepped down 
as co-ordinator of Bunny Neighbourhood 
Watch. Many thanks to Christopher for 
his efforts in the role during two decades 
of service. 
The new co-ordinator is Dick Wilson, 
who can be contacted on 0115 940 6872. 

 

Bunny Primary Nursery 
Calling all pre-school children! 

Places are available from September 2021 at our small, 
friendly nursery for children from the school term after 
they turn 3 years of age. 

Up to 15 hours of funded childcare places per week can be 
accessed from 8.55-11.55 each morning, with the possible 
option of extended lunch until 12.55pm at a small charge. 

These hours may be taken solely at our nursery or shared 
with another nursery setting. 

Please contact office@bunny.notts.sch.uk to register your 
interest and to put your child’s name on the waiting list. 

Please share this information with any friends/
neighbours who have pre-school aged children. 
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BUNNY ALLOTMENTS RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

Leek and Stilton Quiche (serves 6-8) 
 

For the shortcrust pastry 
225g/8oz plain flour; 125g/4½oz butter; 1 free-range egg 
1 tbsp water 
 
For the filling 
1 tbsp olive oil; 2 leeks, thinly sliced; 2 sticks celery, thinly sliced; 
4 free-range eggs; 450ml/16fl oz double cream; 2 tbsp chopped 
parsley; 150g/5½oz Stilton cheese, coarsely grated;  
salt and freshly ground black pepper 
 
1. Preheat the oven to 200C/180 Fan/Gas 6. 
2. To make the pastry, measure the flour and butter into a food 
processor and blend until the mixture resembles breadcrumbs. 
Add the egg and water and blend again until it forms a smooth 
dough ball. Roll on a lightly floured work surface and use the pas-
try to line a 28cm/11in loose-bottomed, deep quiche tin. Form a 
little lip around the top and prick the base with a fork. Place in the 
fridge for 15 minutes. 
3. Line with baking paper and baking beans and bake for 15 
minutes. Remove the beans and paper and return to the oven for a 
further 5–10 minutes, or until just cooked and pale golden-brown. 
Reduce the oven temperature to 180C/160 Fan/Gas 4. 
4. To make the filling, heat the oil in a wide-based frying pan, add 
leeks and celery and fry over a high heat for few minutes. 
5. Lower the heat, cover and simmer for about 25 minutes, or until 
the vegetables are completely tender. Remove the lid, increase the 
heat and fry for a minute to cook off any excess water. 
6. Beat the eggs and cream together in a jug and season with salt 
and pepper. 
7. Spoon the soft leeks and celery into the pastry case, scatter with 
cheese and parsley and season with salt and pepper. Pour over the 
cream. 
8. Bake for about 35-40 minutes, or until golden-brown and just 
set on top. Leave to sit for about 5-10 minutes before turning out. 
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Mike Elliott remembers some of the characters who 
shaped the life of the village in the 1950s 

Mike’s Memories 

Bunny in the 1950s had plenty of local personalities, and many of 
them played an important role in the life of the village. 
Harold Ives, who lived on Loughborough Road at the Chells Estate 
end, was chairman of the parish council for many years and was 
looked upon by most as the leader of the village. He was also a 
member of Basford Rural District Council - it disappeared in 1974 
under the Local Government reorganisation that saw the 
formation of Rushcliffe Borough Council - and chairman there as 
well. The estate name came from the developers. 
Mr A B Perkins of Moor Lane was well to the fore in the activities 
of the parish church, along with Mr R A Lacey whose family lived 
in the first of what we knew at that time as the ‘big’ houses on the 
right hand side at the corner of Albert Road and Loughborough 
Road. In those days their frontage road was not of a hard surface.  
Living in the third of those houses was the Colton family, whose 
son Chris took up a medical career and climbed the ladder to 
become one of the top doctors in Nottingham, and who headed the 
team of medics at the hospitals serving the county.  
Mr Colton senior was often in the USA on business, and I 
remember that if a group of friends of Chris were round at the 
house Mrs Colton would ask us to be quiet because she was 
expecting a telephone call from her husband in the States. It was 
quite a thing for us to go home and tell our parents there had been 
a call to the village from the USA. 
The houses on the left hand side of the commencement of Albert 
Road were not there then, the land being a play area for the local 
youngsters, and always the site of the village bonfire on Nov 5.  
Mr Bert Wilson of Loughborough Road, at the Gotham Lane end of 
the village, played his role for many years as chairman of the 
village football club, while another local personality was Mr Tom 
Chambers who lived in one of the Almshouses. He was to be seen 
almost every day of the week sitting in ‘his seat’ at the Rancliffe 
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Arms drinking his one bottle a-day of Guinness. Another regular 
at the pub and friend of Tom was Dick Gunn, who was a good 
supporter of Bunny FC.  
Tom Hornbuckle was a likeable village resident who had many ups 
and down in his life. One of his children, David, died in the early 
days of polio, and the fact he had been attending at the village 
school not long before his death caused it to be closed for two 
weeks while it was given a thorough cleansing. Parents were given 
the option of sending their children back after the two weeks, or 
keeping their children away for a further two weeks. 
The Wing twins - Keith and Ken - of Moor Lane, were both 
members of the 
village football club 
and often played 
when they were 
home on leave from 
the RAF for a 
weekend, as did 
Vic Gunn of Main 
Street and John 
Henson of 
Loughborough 
Road. Les Hibbitt  
who lived opposite 
of what was then  
the village school, 
was the football  
club captain for 
many years and  
the Hibbitt family - John and Peter - were also footballers. Their 
mother was the village ‘Post’ lady and she delivered newspapers 
around the village for many years.  
The village football club played an active role in the life of the 
village and with their title being Bunny United Football Club it 
was often shortened to BUFC, and then at the end of the war and 
while food rationing was still on, they became the BU’s, which was 
short nationally for Bread Units that had to be given every time 
anyone wanted to buy bread. So, for some time the club were 
known as the Bread Units during the period I was secretary!  

Bunny FC featuring Keith Wing (back, 
second left), John Henson (middle, left), Vic 
Gunn (front, left), Les Hibbitt (front, centre) 
and Ken Wing (front, right). 
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Bin scheme open for new customers 

A spot of 
snow didn’t 
stop Jeff 
Wilson 
getting to 
work on 
refurbishing 
the village 
hall notice 
board. See 
page 22 for 
details of the 
work being 
carried out. 

Rushcliffe Borough Council’s green bin scheme is now open for new 
customers for the coming financial year. 
The bins can be used for grass cuttings, hedge clippings, twigs and 
small branches, weeds with excess soil shaken off, flowers, plants, 
leaves and bark. They should not be used for gravel, rubble, bricks, 
food waste or large amounts of soil.  
Applications for new customers for the period from April 2021 to 
March 2022 opened on February 14. Existing customers should 
have been contacted about renewing for this year.  
The price has been held from 2020 at £40 for one bin per year, or 
£25 for each extra bin, up to a total of five on one property. 
Collections are fortnightly throughout the year except for a break 
around Christmas and New Year. This is due to operational 
reasons and a lack of customer demand over the holiday period.  
The council’s portfolio holder for neighbourhoods, Cllr Rob Inglis, 
said: “The green waste we collect is subsequently recycled and 
reused at a site just outside the borough in Oxton, meaning it’s 
great for the environment too.” 
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION 
 
ONLINE 
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk. 
 
DIARY PAGES 
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the 
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172. 
 
COPY 
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text 
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files 
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be 
delivered to Erica at 34 Main Street (please include a contact no.). 
 
COPY DEADLINE 
Deadline for next edition: Monday, March 15 
Delivery of next edition: Weekend of March 27/28 
  
ADVERTISING 
Enquiries to cjeanb36@hotmail.com. 

DISTRIBUTION 
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local 
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791. 
 
COMMITTEE 
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.  
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791 
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road, 
9845172 
 
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily 
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and 
when it is considered appropriate. 
 
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of 
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is 
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission. 
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website. 
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LOCAL GROUPS 

 
 Allotments 
 Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582 
 
 Baby & Toddlers 
 Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914 
 
 Bunny Improvement Group 
 Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com) 
 
 Church Bell Ringing 
 Marilyn 0115 9844081 
 
 Church Choir 
 Heather 0115 9845172 
 
 Community Choir 
 Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)  
 
 Fabric Fundraisers 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Friends of Bunny School 
 friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com 
 
 Gardeners 
 Graham 0115 9846253 
 
 Handbells 
 John 0115 9211335 
 
 History 
 Roger 0115 9216596 
 
 Lunch Bunch 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Men’s Institute 
 Bob 01509 768184 or David 0115 8374922  
 
 Messy Church 
 Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com) 
 
 Women's Institute 
 Angi 07970 801709  
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS   

Bunny Primary School 0115 921 2727 
Church House Surgery, Ruddington 0115 984 7101 
Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington 0115 984 8024 
Crimestoppers UK 0800 555111 
East Leake Health Centre 01509 852181 
East Leake Leisure Centre 01509 852956 
Electricity Loss of Supply  105 
Floodline 0345 988 1188 
Gas Emergency 0800 111999 
Hate Crime Helpline 0800 138 1625 
Keyworth Dental Surgery 0115 937 5828 
Keyworth Health Centre 0115 937 3527 
Keyworth Leisure Centre 0115  937 5582 
Keyworth Library 0115 937 3509 
Leakline & Sewer Problems 0800 783 4444 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 0115 940 6872 
NHS Direct  111 
Nottingham City Hospital 0115 969 1169 
Nottinghamshire County Council 0300 500 8080 
Police (if crime in progress call 999)  101 
Queen's Medical Centre 0115 924 9924 
Ruddington Library 0115 921 2309 
Ruddington Medical Centre 0115 921 1144 
Rushcliffe Borough Council 0115 981 9911 
South Wolds Academy 0115 937 3506 
Telephone Preference Service 0207 291 3320 
Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth 0115 937 2226 
Village Dental Practice, East Leake 01509 852399 
Village Hall Administrator 0115  984 6466 


