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EDITORIAL 
 
Farewell, then, 2020, and let’s hope we 
don’t see your like again. It’s hard to 
imagine that less than a year ago phrases 
such as ‘social distancing’ meant nothing 
to us (and still don’t, judging by some of 
the scenes in Nottingham recently). Still, 
with vaccines now seemingly ten-a-
penny, hopefully 2021 will be the year 
when some semblance of normality 
arrives back in our lives. Preferably in 
time for Euro 2020 and the summer 
holidays.  
On a very much more mundane level, how have you been enjoying 
the traffic lights on the main routes into Keyworth and 
Ruddington over the past few weeks, as the respective house-
building schemes by Bloor Homes (Keyworth Rise) and William 
Davis (Lace Fields) take shape?  
Personally, I have a particular fondness for the world’s slowest 
road-sweeping machine which operates outside Keyworth Rise, 
waiting for you on the way into Keyworth, and then getting you on 
the return journey as well. If you’re interested in what one of the 
schemes will look like when finished, see pages 16/17 for details. 
As we enter a new year, it’s time to take stock of what the Bulletin 
has to offer, and as always I’m keen to have as many different 
voices in it as possible. The regular pub review column has now 
gone, and while other contributors continue to send in columns 
every month (thank you!) it’s always good to hear from as wide a 
range of residents as we can. If there’s something that you think 
readers should be hearing about, whether on an occasional or 
regular basis, then drop a line to editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.    
In the meantime, have a good Christmas, and a healthy New Year. 
 

The Editor 
 
* Which actor plays fictional editor Ed Hutcheson in the 1952 film 
Deadline, above? Answer on p35. 
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2020 was a strange year but it was decided to try and make 
Christmas a bit different as social gatherings were not permitted. 
Moor Lane and Main Street decided to have a simultaneous 
Christmas lights switch-on with drinks and nibbles and a socially 
distanced chat with friends and neighbours. This was held on 
Sunday, December 13 at 4pm. The weather was atrocious, it was 
windy and didn't stop raining.  Over 45 people were counted on 
Main Street, socially distanced, and a similar number on Moor 
Lane. This was an excellent turn out for such an appalling 
evening. 
The highlight of the afternoon (see front page photo) was the 
appearance of Santa Claus, appearing from across The Moors 
having made a detour on his way between East Leake and 
Gotham! He handed out sweets to the children at a social distance 
with an illuminated litter picker. There was Christmas music from 
the back of Santa's Truck and the children were very excited 
and  seemed to enjoy the Christmas atmosphere. 
Many thanks to Chris Hind for chauffeuring Santa and for 
decorating his truck. It was much appreciated. A big thanks to 
everyone who was involved with this event and I hope you have a 
very Happy and Peaceful Christmas. 

Dorothy Pearson 

 

More new 
street signs 
have been put 
up in the 
village, this 
time on 
Church Street. 
The signs were 
erected on 
December 10.   
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

Covid cases continue to fall 
The rate of coronavirus infections has continued to drop in 
Rushcliffe, with the figure back down to what it was at the 
beginning of October. 
In the seven days to December 6 (the most recent period available) 
there were 90.6 cases per 100,000 people. The rate across the 
whole county and city was 148.4, and no other area in Notts had a 
figure below 100.  
That represents a huge fall since the peak at the end of October, 
when the figure was regularly in the upper 300s and hit a high of 
411 in the seven days to October 23 (see graph for Rushcliffe 
below, courtesy of Nottingham and Nottinghamshire LRF). 

What difference this makes to which tier we are in placed in is 
open to debate, of course, because with counties generally tending 
to be treated as one complete area, a fall in Rushcliffe is unlikely 
to mean a change of tier unless it is accompanied by an equivalent 
fall in other parts of Notts.    
The biggest proportion of confirmed cases in Rushcliffe have been 
among 20 to 29-year-olds (19%), followed by 50 to 59-year-olds and 
those 19 and under (both at 15%). Over-80s make up 10% of cases. 
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A walk-through testing site for Covid-19 opened at Rushcliffe 
Arena on December 4. 
Rushcliffe Borough Council said the site was selected as a Local 
Testing Site (LTS) by local public health leaders because it is well 
known, easy to find, and is a fairly large, level space. 
The LTS based at the site is open seven days a week from 8am to 
8pm. To use the site, people should have at least one symptom of 
Covid-19 - a new, continuous cough, a high temperature, or loss or 
change to their sense of smell or taste - and will need an 
appointment (see opposite page for details).  
You should walk to the 
site wherever possible 
and, if driving, park up 
using allocated spaces 
on the site’s car park. 
There is no knock-on 
effect to those parking 
to use the leisure centre. 
You also need to take a 
form of identification. 
Leader of Rushcliffe 
Borough Council, Cllr 
Simon Robinson said: 
“As a council we want do all we can to help tackle the pandemic. 
Rushcliffe residents with coronavirus symptoms will be able to 
access this further local facility and we hope this helps reduce 
transmission rates in the borough.” 
The site is run by the Department of Health and Social Care but 
tests at the site will be self-administered by those who request 
them. Parents will carry out tests on their children if they cannot 
manage to do their own. 
It is one of six walk-through testing sites in Nottinghamshire. 
There is also a drive-through site at County Hall in West 
Bridgford. In addition, the county council publishes weekly lists of 
where mobile testing units are going to be. 

New testing centre opens 
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If you’ve driven along the A60 to Ruddington recently, then you’ve 
no doubt been held up by the traffic lights at the roundabout at the 
junction of Loughborough Road and Mere Way, the road which 
heads to Rushcliffe Country Park.   
The work is all part of the new housing development off the 
roundabout. But what’s it all about—and what will it look like 
when it’s finished? Here’s what you need to know. 
 
What is the development? 
The new development is called Lace Fields. William Davis Homes, 
which has been building homes across the Midlands for over 85 
years, is behind the scheme. 
 
Have people tried to build on the land before? 
There were plans to build a pub and motel on the site in 1997, but 
they were turned down.  
  
What will be there now? 
There will be a total of 180 new homes. The development will 
feature 126 two, three and four-bedroom homes. There will also be  
54 one, two, three and four-bedroom affordable homes - including 
apartments and bungalows. 
 
How big is the development in relative terms? 
At the time of the last census Ruddington had 3,146 homes, so an 
extra 180 homes would represent an increase of nearly six per cent.  
 
What does William Davis Homes say about the scheme?  
“Built in our trademark style using quality materials and 
traditional finishes, our homes are well spaced so homeowners can 
enjoy privacy while balanced with a sense of community.” 
 
What do local councils say about it? 
Rushcliffe Borough Council said: “The proposed development would 
deliver a substantial amount of new housing including affordable 

What will the brand new housing 
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development off the A60 be like? 

The plan submitted with the application. Credit: Pegasus Group 
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housing in an area which has a significant under-supply of 
deliverable housing sites. Bradmore Parish Council didn’t object to 
the application in principle, but did have some concerns about the 
traffic impacts of the development given the single access point 
from the Mere Way roundabout.  
 
What changes will there be to the A60? 
There will be a be a new signal-controlled Toucan crossing of the 
A60 is the north of the roundabout junction with Mere Way. A new 
pedestrian crossing point will be also provided across the central 
splitter island to the south if the roundabout.  
 
When will it be ready? 
It is hoped the first homes will be released for sale around late 
summer 2021. 

 
No, not the same 
photo as last time… 
The Ruddy Knitters 
were out again and 
socially distanced on 
the green, but this 
time it was on 
December 10 to help 
celebrate the birthday 
of Janet Savage. 
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BRADMORE 
 
2nd  Female suspect enters store and selects items which 
  she then hides within her coat and leaves without  
  making payment 
 
EAST LEAKE 
 
13th  Over the weekend period suspects have entered   
  building site on Rempstone Rd and stolen a generator 
15th  Unknown youths have caused damage to a window on  
  an unused building on Main Street  
28th  Unknown suspects have attempted to gain entry to a  
  vehicle parked on a drive on Bullfinch Close  
 
KEYWORTH 
 
4th  Theft from shop in Wolds Drive 
5th  Anti-social behaviour, bonfire in Croft Road 
5th  Attempted burglary in Rose Hill 
8th  Anti-social behaviour with neighbours in Spinney Road 
14th  Drug-related issues in Plantation Road 
20th  Possible Covid breach in Maple Close 
23rd  Violence against person, contractor dispute, Lilac Close  
24th  Attempted theft from a van in Park Avenue 
 
WILLOUGHBY-ON-THE-WOLDS 
 
2nd  Group of people seen with fox hounds  
 
There were no crimes reported in Bunny, Costock, Gotham, 
Plumtree, Rempstone, Thrumpton or Tollerton. 
 
PC Kelly Carlile (07725 925330) and PCSO Tony Davies (07702 
141572).  

CRIMES IN NOVEMBER    
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Minutes of the meeting held by Zoom on November 25 
 
Chairman appointment issues 
 
The meeting discussed its current policy of appointment of a 
chairman, with the arrangement being for a member to take on the 
post for a three-month post. The current chairman had fulfilled 
that term of office. Coun Sutton was proposed and approved for the 
post from the next meeting in  January, with that appointment  to 
take in the period to the annual meeting of the council in May, 
after which it was hoped the appointment could take on the normal 
arrangement of a term of office for a full year. 
 
Minutes of the meeting held on October 15  
 
These were accepted as presented with two additions, approved, 
and would be signed by the chairman at an appropriate time. 
  
Report from the district and county council member 
There was no report. 
 
Council vacancy 
 
Two nominations for the single seat, to take up the membership to 
the allocated nine, had been received, from Professor Richard 
Wilson, a former member, and Mr Bill Soughton, of Moor Lane. 
After discussion the meeting agreed to co-opt the former member 
on a proposal from the chairman. The clerk was asked to write to 
Mr Soughton to thank him for his interest, with the wish he would 
put his name forward again when there was another vacancy.  
 
Finance 
 
The accounts were approved as per the circulated list.   

BBUNNY PARISH 
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Correspondence 
 
Bunny and Bradmore Charities responded to the council request 
for financial assistance towards proposed improvement work on 
the village hall and agreed to offer 50 per cent of the £2530 cost of 
the ADT fire alarm and of the £1108.99 for the emergency lighting.     
The clerk was to write and thank the Trustees for their 
consideration.   
 
Nottingham County Council  advised of the joint Gigabit 
Broadband Voucher scheme between themselves and the 
Government. It was felt as Bunny was to receive an improved 
fibreband service it would not need to call on the County Council 
scheme. 
 
Rushcliffe Borough Council advised Bunny and Bradmore 
Charities have withdrawn planning application for work at the 
Almshouses. 
 
Rushcliffe MP Ruth Edwards advised of her support for the new 
non political J9 initiative scheme aiming to creating spaces for  
across Rushcliffe to support victims of domestic abuse. The council 
agreed to support the project.  
 
William Clifford presented a report on various tree matters for the 
village. He offered to cut back branches on the tree opposite the 
Rancliffe Arms to avoid the council flag that flies there being 
damaged.  
 
Village Hall 
 
Coun Rogers had forwarded an email in respect of the efforts he 
was making in connection with the gas and electric service in the 
village hall. The basics are to get genuinely 100% energy for both 

CCOUNCIL MINUTES 
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gas and electricity, there are only a few that can offer this service 
and have reasonable to good reviews, such as Octopus Energy and  
Opus Energy. Coun Rogers said he had based the quotes on an 
average of £40 electric usage a month and £30 gas usage a month 
and asked for these can be clarified, so he could get a more 
accurate quote. He did say the unit prices by both companies 
appear to be better than those they currently have. 
 
The council agreed that a list of proposed items of tasks for the hall 
provided by Coun Featherstone should be considered in detail by 
the council before any move to progress them was approved.  Coun 
Rogers again raised the question of the viability of the hall  and 
said the council had to  think carefully about expenditure on it 
because it was currently running at a loss of many hundreds of 
pounds a year. 
 
The clerk was asked to organise a competition within the village 
for suggested designs for a new sign  for the village hall. Three 
professional designs had been submitted by a company quoting for 
the work but these were rejected. 

 
Planning 
 
Rushcliffe Borough Council Applications 
 
There were none 
 
Rushcliffe Borough Council Decisions 
 
20/01275/ful. Mr & Mrs Webster, 16 Loughborough Road.  
Demolish existing dwelling and erect replacement. Refuse. 
 
Nottingham County Council application by Peter Johnson 
Aggregates and Recycling Ltd Retrospective Section 73 planning 
application seeking permission to vary the approved layout of the 
waste recycling facility at Bunny Loughborough Road, to provide 
additional Incineration Bottom Ash storage facilities. Granted. 
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Covid-19 
 
The clerk repeated that the advice they were receiving was that 
meetings should continue to be held on  line and not face to face. 
   
Environment 
 
The council had been offered the penny farthing bike that had been 
made by John and Jane Dennis and their son John as part of the 
displays staged in the village to commemorate the  Tour of Britain 
visit in  September 2018, for a continued display in the village.  
One of the suggested places for it was the small green area next to 
the village pole opposite the Rancliffe Arms.  
Some concern was expressed that because of the restricted size of 
the area concerned  the cycle could become a serious obstruction 
from a point of view of maintenance of the area. The village green 
opposite the village hall was also thought to be a possible site. 
 
Christmas activities 
 
Members agreed that the coronavirus situation was preventing 
most of the usual festive events the village was usually able to 
host, including the ceremony for switching on the Christmas tree 
lights. But the council could still provide the tree but not have a 
ceremony.   
The chairman said she was organising a competition for residents 
to produce the best wreath, the most original wreath, the most 
amusing elf in a house window and the most traditional Santa in 
the window. 
 
Date of next meeting 
January 21, 2021 
 
 
* Please note these minutes are subject to final approval by 
the council. 
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HARE COURSING 
 

In case you don’t know, hare coursing is a bloodsport where dogs 
such as greyhounds or lurchers are used to chase, catch and kill 
hares.  
The participants use farmers’ fields without their permission. They 
spread out in line, side by side, and walk across a field until one of 
them puts up a hare.  
The hare runs, the dogs are slipped from their leads and bets are 
placed on which dog will get the hare first. Large amounts of 
money are involved.  
Once killed, the hare's body is discarded and the participants carry 
on until all the hares in the field have been caught. They then 
move on to the next field. 
Hare coursing tends to start after harvest when large areas of land 
have been cleared of standing crops. It usually, but not always, 
occurs at dawn or dusk. 
It is illegal in the UK under the Hunting Act 2004, which makes it 

an offence to hunt wild 
mammals with dogs.  
Anyone convicted of the 
offence can receive a fine of 
up to £5,000 by a 
Magistrates’ Court. 
Bunny residents can help 
fight hare coursing by looking 
out for activity around 
Bunny.  

When travelling along Gotham Lane, Fairham Brook Lane, 
Keyworth Lane or Wysall Lane keep an eye out for the following 
signs:   
 
1) Groups of vehicles parked in a rural area, perhaps by a gateway 
to farmland, on a grass verge, on a farm track or bridle path. 
2) These will usually be estate cars, four wheel drives or vans. It 
will be obvious looking inside whether there is evidence of dogs or 
not. 
3) They often travel in convoy, with vans at the front and rear 

25 

containing minders. 
4) They will often use binoculars to spot hares. 
5) Coursers often walk along the edge of a field to frighten a hare 
into the open. 
 
A recent sighting was of just one parked vehicle on Fairham Brook 
Lane and four men walking spread out across a field. The observer, 
taking care not to be seen, made a note of the car make and 
registration number then beat a retreat before leaving the scene. A 
phone call was made to Nottinghamshire Police were contacted 
and a crime number allocated. This was followed up by a call from 
the police the following day for more detail.  
Apparently there have been a number of sightings in this area. If 
you see something suspicious please do report it but do not 
approach these people - they are not very nice to say the least.   
 

A concerned resident 
 

Ed’s note: Nottinghamshire Police’s official guidance on hare 
coursing is that, “If you see an event taking place we would advise 
you not to approach the participants but contact us on 999 
immediately.”  
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Date  Time Event  Place 
      

30/12 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

6 Wednesday Blue Bin Day  

13 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

18 Monday  February Bulletin deadline  

20 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day  

21 Thursday 1.30pm Mobile library Hill Top 
Convent   

  2.05pm Mobile library Church View 

  2.30pm Mobile library Albert Road 

27 Wednesday  Grey Bin Day  

     

Mobile Library Dates for 2021    

Feb 18  Mar 18   

Apr 15 May 13   

Jun 10 Jul 8   

Aug 5 Sep 2   

Oct 28 Nov 25   

VILLAGE DIARY FOR JANUARY 

A Communion service will be held for members of the Benefice in 
St Mary's Church each Sunday at 10.30am. The elderly or infirm 
are advised not to attend. Anyone who has been exposed to 
Covid19 must not attend, though due precautions will be enforced. 
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 Bunny Parish Council   
 Name Address Phone 
 John Alldred 42 Loughborough Road 921 2280 
 David Beckford 2 The Paddock 07414 004494  
 John Berridge 25 Moor Lane 984 7767 
 Izumi Featherstone 17 Albert Road 984 6466 
 Chris Rogers 11 Victoria Road 07919 593429 
 Steve Stubbs  23 Moor Lane  07843 052914   
 Nigel Sutton 1 The Paddock 07860 899585 
 Maria Webb 30 Moor Lane 921 3561 
 Mike Elliott 19/21 Main Street, 937 6506 
 (Clerk to the Council) Keyworth  

VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS 
 

Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm) 
Small hall only: £4 per hour 

Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour 
 

To book, please contact Andrew Featherstone on 
07397 189535 or 0115 98 4646 

Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com  

St Mary the Virgin Bunny with 
Bradmore Parish Church  

Churchwardens:  
Heather Paul  9845172 
Penny Wakefield 07531 903490 
Incumbent:  Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk) 
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NORBURY NATTERS 
Foregone Festivities 
Even Bah Humbugs were sad that it was not possible to go ahead 
with the usual festive fun, including the Parish Supper, 
Christingle, Lights Switch-on, Carol Service and Santa’s Sleigh. 
However, at the time of writing, alternative activities are planned 
including the parish Council Wreaths and Elves competition and 
other street events.   
 
Village Hall Vicissitudes 
All Village Halls have suffered during the pandemic and Bunny is 
no exception. For Bunny the lockdowns etc. have enabled essential 
maintenance to be carried out, without affecting bookings. 
However, the loss of income has again focused attention as to the 
extent that the shortfall in income over expenditure should be met 
from Council Tax. Associated with this is the extent to which 
further improvements would lead to an increase in bookings and a 
reduction in the annual deficit. If and when bookings resume, 
consideration could be given to ideas such as short mat bowls and 
Saturday breakfasts. Also please consider hiring the hall for family 
gatherings, not just children’s parties. 
 
Bunny Business Bounty 
Businesses have suffered during the pandemic, but a walk round 
the village would indicate that we are generating significant 
economic activity, particularly for builders and on line companies. 
In addition, the Rancliffe deserves a special mention with pubs 
suffering under the constant changes in the rules. The Friday night 
and Sunday lunch ‘Take Aways’ have been brilliant.. Hopefully, it 
will be possible to  put the world to rights with a pint of 
Wainwrights again in the near future.  
 
Tree Trimming 
Tree surgeons are among the many trades active in the village. It is 
worth remembering if you live in the Conservation Area you may 
need permission from Rushcliffe before carrying out the work. Most 
reputable tree surgeons will ask for confirmation. 
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XMAS AND NEW YEAR BUS SERVICES 
 
 
Christmas Eve, Thursday 24 December  
Current Thursday service with last buses at:.  
Loughborough to Nottingham 5.45pm  
Nottingham to Loughborough 6.30pm 
 
Christmas Day, Friday 25 December  
No service 
 
Boxing Day, Saturday 26 December 
No service 
 
Sunday 27 December  
Current Sunday service.  
 
Monday 28 December  
Current Sunday service.  
 
Tuesday 29 December  
Current Saturday service. 
 
Wednesday 30 December  
Current Saturday service. 
 
New Year's Eve, Thursday 31 December 
Current Saturday service with last buses at: 
Loughborough to Nottingham 5.45pm 
Nottingham to Loughborough 6.30pm 
 
New Year's Day, Friday 1 January 
No service. 
 
Saturday 2 January  
Current Saturday service.  
 
Sunday 3 January  
Current Sunday service.  
 
Monday 4 January  
Current Monday to Friday services to resume. 



30 31 
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Dark now fills the old wooded hill, 
Pre-dawn mist enfolds the wold. 
Bare-limbed trees sit leafless and 
chill, 
Frost-spined twigs are ice-clad cold. 
 
Mouse slips by a lonesome cranesbill, 
Risking open ground patrolled. 
Tawny stirs, but eating her kill, 
Passes up this morsel bold. 
 
Come twilight as shadows infill,  
Robin wakes his plot to hold.  
Warming up with tentative trill,  
Echoes down each ride and fold.  
 
Blackbird joins with phrases less 
shrill, 
Winter days his song withhold. 
Bides his time ‘till bright daffodil, 
Speckles field and verge with gold.  
 
Reborn sun now rises to fill, 
Eastern sky whose tones unfold, 
Greets the morn with light to instil, 
New year’s dawn, with hope foretold. 
 
Chris Terrell-Nield 2020 
 

* Photos courtesy John Dickenson 

ON THE DAWN OF THE YEAR 
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Notes From Bunny Wood 
A post-festive walk in the wood is an excellent way to burn some 
extra calories, and you may be surprised how active the bird life is 
at this time of year. Wood pigeons coo-coo (there are rather a lot of 
them now), rooks and crows caw and magpies cry their eponymous 
“Pica-pica”. But the bird you are most likely to hear is the robin. 
Robins (Erithacus rubecula) sing nearly all year round and, 
despite their cute appearance, are aggressively territorial and 
quick to drive away intruders. Both males and females defend 
territories in winter and their loud fluting song is quite 
characteristic. Some phrases sound quite lonely, others are 
halting, suggesting that the singer has forgotten which bit comes 
next. Blackbirds also sing in winter, but this is a quiet “sub-song” 
issuing from the undergrowth, almost as if the bird is singing to 
itself. Later they are much more in evidence, their melodious 
phrases delivered from a prominent song post. 
Both birds can be heard singing at night, especially near 
streetlamps. In December our resident garden robin was 
announcing his (or her) presence well before dawn. Night singing, 
also performed in summer has led to reports of nightingales, which 
are a summer visitor. They are very rare in south Notts, but the 
habitats and management around Bunny Wood may one day 
encourage them - we can but hope! On the other hand, if you visit 
at dusk you have a good chance of hearing our tawny owls. They 
don’t usually nest in the wood, but certainly hunt there, according 
to the regurgitated owl pellets we find. 
Midwinter woodland isn’t known for being floral, although there 
are already emerging shoots of dog’s mercury and quite soon the 
spears of bluebells will start poking through the decaying leaf 
litter.  
It is our hope that spring 2021 will start seeing a return to 
normality. We have carried on with our management activities, so 
the rides and paths continue to be accessible, and it is our 
intention to run events, assuming things continue to move in the 
right direction. Even if this doesn’t happen, the bluebells will be 
there for you to see, and the birdsong for you to listen. In the 
meantime, have a happy and hopeful New Year! 
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CHIRPINGS 
Notes on birds and nature in the garden 

I know winter’s arrived when I see coal tits at the feeders – darting 
in to grab a sunflower heart and whizzing away again into cover, 
avoiding the larger, heavier members of the tit family and the 
more aggressive finches.  
And round about this 
time of year I usually get 
a visit from the smallest 
of birds, the goldcrest, 
who scrambles happily 
around the bare stems of 
the apple tree.  
Usually just the one, but 
a delight to see, with its 
shining golden crest and 
big dark, white-ringed 
eye. 
The latest garden survey 
results recorded more great spotted woodpeckers than usual 
recently, though sadly not in my garden.   
During the summer they have a very varied diet - seeds, nuts, 
insects, young birds and eggs raided from nests - but in winter 
when all of the above are in short supply in the countryside they 
have learned to raid garden feeders instead, and they are 
particularly fond of peanuts.   
Easily identified by their upright stance on a tree, pole or feeder 
and the splash of red on the underside by the tail, you might still 
only get a brief glimpse as they are the experts in spotting when 
they have been spotted and disappearing round the back of 
whatever they are perching on.   
If you stay still and quiet, after a while it will pop its head out 
briefly to see if you are still there.  
The male great spotted woodpecker also has that glorious red bar 

Goldcrest 
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Answer to question on page 11: Humphrey Bogart 

on the back of the neck, 
where the female is just 
black. 
Boxing Day is of course 
traditionally wren-
hunting day, and 
personally I’m glad we 
don’t do that any more. 
Enjoy your Christmas 
robins!  
 
 
Sheila Clark Great spotted woodpecker 

HOME SECURITY 
 

The four-week lockdown has once 
again kept me from the internet and 
my e-mails, so I can only hope that the 
villains have stayed at home as well.  
Please be alert if you are walking dogs 
or taking other exercise around the 
village for things of a suspicious 
nature, and dial 101 if at all doubtful 
and 999 if certain. 
 

Christopher Paul 
Bunny Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

XristopherP@yahoo.co.uk  
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SAPLING WORK CARRIED OUT 

Workers from the Aart de Groot tree care company are shown 
clearing a small area of brambles and self-set cherry trees at the 
Bunny allotments, at a resident's request. They found a frame 
with honeysuckle in there and an ornamental grass, both of which 
were left.  
Company founder Allan de Groot retired four years ago this 
Christmas. New owner William Clifford said: “I worked for him on 
and off for 20 years. He first started up over 20 years before that. 
“When I first sent out my letters asking for work, I was coming to 
the end of two years studying forestry and had found out about 
arboriculture. I was trying to gain some experience in the summer 
holidays before starting three years of arboriculture studies. 
“Allan took me on, 'showed me the ropes' as it were and was 
always my base through 20 years of working with trees. He would 
let me disappear working with trees abroad - New Zealand, 
Austria, Norway mainly - sometimes for 18 months at a time, but 
would always have me back. 
“Now I've taken over the hard but enjoyable role, and Allan is very 
much enjoying his retirement!”  
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Bunny Allotments and Leisure 
Gardeners Association 

 
We hope you all had an excellent Christmas and managed to 
celebrate the New Year despite the Covid-19 restrictions. 
2020 was a strange year for most of us, and like most villagers 
many of our plotholders took advantage of lockdown by using the 
delightful green space around Bunny, which in their case meant 
digging the allotment. Most plots are generally well looked after 
but last year they looked spectacular.  
Whether it was another effect of Covid or not we don’t know, but 
we also had a record number of applications for plots last year, and 
for the first time in over a decade we now have a waiting list. 
However, if you are interested in having a plot still make contact 
with us (see Cathy’s article on the previous page for details) 
because a few plots do normally become available during the 
season. 
Like many Societies and Clubs we had to postpone our AGM, 
normally held in late November, until it becomes safe to do so. No 
AGM meant that a new Committee could not be elected but the 
current one has agreed to continue serving until the next meeting 
is held - probably later this year. Members are listed on our brand 
new notice board which is located at the entrance to the 
allotments. 
Towards the end of last year we saw the installation of a new 
mains water supply to the allotments which was made possible by 
a kind donation from Bunny Men’s Institute. This new supply will 
be put to good use this Spring and Summer and comes just in time 
for the celebration of 80 years of our allotment site. 
Most of our keen plotholders have been taking advantage of our 
magical manure heap and last year (probably with all plots being 
in use) the demand for it was particularly high. In anticipation of 
this being the case again in the future, Larry has extended the 
storage area to the side which will ensure a plentiful supply for all 
users. Thanks to Larry for organising this and to Ammie and 
Marcus & Joan for the supply. 

Phil Brooks 
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Mike Elliott looks back at Christmases spent in Bunny  

Christmas-time in Bunny over the last 70 or so years hasn’t  
changed that much, and memories of the excitement it brings are 
easily recalled as the big day arrives.  
But someone presenting their memories in coming years and 
including the year 2020 will have plenty of opportunity to highlight 
differences which the coronavirus pandemic is forcing on everyone 
in the UK. 
My own memories go back to Christmas in 1944 when I was just 
six years old. In my family - we 
lived in the house on Albert Road 
where I was born - I remember we 
didn’t hang a stocking up because 
my parents could not afford to 
buy enough items to fill one, and 
so instead we hung a sock on the 
mantlepiece. But we were still 
excited to receive a bar of 
chocolate - in those days a rarity 
because of the war - an orange, a 
pencil, a Christmas card, a small 
cake and a single sock, to make a 
pair by using the one with the 
presents in. 
Christmas day dinner was also different. It wasn’t turkey or goose 
or ham, it was rabbit, which my brother Norman would have 
‘snared’ on land in  Bunny Hall Park - where he was working as a 
young teenager - and which my mother would have had to skin and 
remove all its innards. And as a treat we had ice cream for ‘afters’, 
as we called them then.  
We didn’t have a fridge and Mr Briggs, who ran the village shop 
and Post Office, would keep the ice cream for us until I went down 
to fetch it just before lunch on the 25th. 
I remember in 1945, Christmas Day found a lot of homes in the 
village without power, with all Albert Road affected. Mum couldn’t 
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cook lunch but Mrs Pitman, who lived opposite us, had a coal- 
driven stove and was able to cook our potatoes and vegetables, so 
at least we had something warm. We didn’t have TV and only a 
radio that  needed electricity, and so Christmas Day was very 
quiet. We could not listen to the King George VI speech. 
Moving forward to 1959, by which time I was firmly engrossed in 
local life in the village - I had been secretary of the village football 
club  since I was just 14 years old, ran the youth club and was 
secretary to the village hall fund - it became known just before 
Christmas that the popular village Vicar, the Rev William 
Metcalfe, was to move on to a new appointment.  
Annually, on Christmas Eve, Mr Metcalf and his wife invited 
residents to the Vicarage on Moor Lane for coffee and mince pies, 
and I recall that year they were inundated with visitors, all 
anxious to be able to say a personal goodbye to them. Vicar of the 
village since 1947, the number of visitors in 1959 shot up to well 
over 150 for the event, and Mrs Metcalf and a team of church 
ladies were kept busy meeting the demands on them. And they 
sent an SOS message to Horsepools Bakers at Ruddington for more 
mince pies!  
That year a carol service took place in the parish church instead of 
the usual Messiah service, and the change seemed popular because 
it was standing room only for the 90-minute service. As usual there 
was a children’s party at the Gotham Lane works of the Newark 
firm of Ransome and Marles Ball Bearing Company, with about 
100 youngsters of the employees being there to enjoy themselves.  
Michael and Janet Harold helped with the entertainment with a 
record duet and Wendy Speed led the singing. A village dance was 
held in the Ransome works canteen with Mr David Lewis, 
treasurer of the village hall fund, being the MC. Bunny and 
Bradmore WI Choir staged a 20-minute session of carol singing. 
The village school held two Christmas parties and on break-up day 
all the children were given an apple and an orange to take home, 
thanks to a donation from local resident Mr John Munroe. 
The caravan home of Mrs Gunn senior - it was sited in the rear 
garden of her sons home on Main Street - was badly damaged by 
fire on Christmas Eve. No-one was injured. And the bells of the St  
Marys parish church were rung at 8am on Christmas Day 
morning.  
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BBack In The Day 

 
No, it’s not free beer at the Rancliffe making this lot run along the 
road around the park in 1980.  

Alan Hill, the ex Forest goalkeeper and his wife Janice were the 
landlords of the Rancliffe Arms and they set up set up the Bunny 
sports and social club in 1976. 

The road race around the park became the highlight of the annual 
fete and gala, and was so popular that over 200 entrants - some 
from as far away as London - took part.  

In later years the event became the popular village fun run for 
both adults and children. Eventually the event was cancelled, 
mainly due to health and safety reasons. 

 
Roger Sewell, Bunny History Society 
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION 
 
ONLINE 
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk. 
 
DIARY PAGES 
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the 
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172. 
 
COPY 
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text 
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files 
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be deliv-
ered to Erica at 34 Main Street (please include a contact number). 
 
COPY DEADLINE 
Deadline for next edition: Monday, January 18 
Delivery of next edition: Weekend of January 30/31 
  
ADVERTISING 
Enquiries to cjeanb36@hotmail.com. 

DISTRIBUTION 
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local 
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791. 
 
COMMITTEE 
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.  
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791 
Diary Editor & Treasurer:  Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road, 
9845172 
 
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily 
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and 
when it is considered appropriate. 
 
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of 
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is 
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission. 
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website. 
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LOCAL GROUPS 

 
 Allotments 
 Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582 
 
 Baby & Toddlers 
 Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914 
 
 Bunny Improvement Group 
 Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com) 
 
 Church Bell Ringing 
 Marilyn 0115 9844081 
 
 Church Choir 
 Heather 0115 9845172 
 
 Community Choir 
 Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)  
 
 Fabric Fundraisers 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Friends of Bunny School 
 friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com 
 
 Gardeners 
 Graham 0115 9846253 
 
 Handbells 
 John 0115 9211335 
 
 History 
 Roger 0115 9216596 
 
 Lunch Bunch 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Men’s Institute 
 Bob 01509 768184 or David 0115 8374922  
 
 Messy Church 
 Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com) 
 
 Women's Institute 
 Angi 07970 801709  
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS   

Bunny Primary School 0115 921 2727 
Church House Surgery, Ruddington 0115 984 7101 
Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington 0115 984 8024 
Crimestoppers UK 0800 555111 
East Leake Health Centre 01509 852181 
East Leake Leisure Centre 01509 852956 
Electricity Loss of Supply  105 
Floodline 0345 988 1188 
Gas Emergency 0800 111999 
Hate Crime Helpline 0800 138 1625 
Keyworth Dental Surgery 0115 937 5828 
Keyworth Health Centre 0115 937 3527 
Keyworth Leisure Centre 0115  937 5582 
Keyworth Library 0115 937 3509 
Leakline & Sewer Problems 0800 783 4444 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 0115 984 5172 
NHS Direct  111 
Nottingham City Hospital 0115 969 1169 
Nottinghamshire County Council 0300 500 8080 
Police (if crime in progress call 999)  101 
Queen's Medical Centre 0115 924 9924 
Ruddington Library 0115 921 2309 
Ruddington Medical Centre 0115 921 1144 
Rushcliffe Borough Council 0115 981 9911 
South Wolds Academy 0115 937 3506 
Telephone Preference Service 0207 291 3320 
Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth 0115 937 2226 
Village Dental Practice, East Leake 01509 852399 
Village Hall Administrator 0115  984 6466 


