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EDITORIAL 
 

What do the Peak District, Yosemite National Park and the 

Loire Valley have in common with the junction of 

Loughborough Road and Gotham Lane 

in Bunny? 

Well, the first three are already well-

known areas for camping holidays; and 

the fourth could join them in the near 

future, if plans for glamping pods in the 

village are given the go-ahead. 

While the side of the A60 might appear 

to be an unusual place for a glamping 

holiday, the application for the site is a 

bold move and it will be interesting to 

see what the planners make of it all. And it will be a godsend 

for anyone who loves to holiday but hates to travel. (Front 

page picture: Stock image courtesy Wikimedia Commons / 

maxticli.) 

The start of the year is often the time of year when we think 

about making a fresh start and perhaps doing our bit to help 

out, and there are a couple of pleas for help inside this 

month’s edition. 

If you would like to help the village to raise £2,000 for a 

defibrillator to be located outside the village hall, then details 

of how to do so are on page 24.  

And there are a couple of collections, for plastic tops and for 

used postage stamps, which two villagers carry out on an 

ongoing bases; see page 32 for details. Have a good February. 

 

The Editor 

 

PS. The picture above shows Cary Grant as hard-boiled 

newspaper man Walter Burns in which 1940 film?  

Answer on page 38. 
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

Santa’s sleigh raises £525 

 

David Clifton 18.09.1951 – 02.01.2020 

We would like to say a big thank you for all the delightful 

messages, cards, flowers and support we have received.  

You all have so many memories of Dave and we have enjoyed 

reading and listening to them. What a special man he was. 

 

Thank you, the Clifton family  

It was a miserable December evening, pouring with rain, but 

suddenly the Rushcliffe Rotary Float arrived and, putting on our 

fancy headgear and fluorescent jackets, we set off rattling our tins. 

Much to our surprise the weather did not deter families coming out 

to greet us and pop money 

into our collecting tins. 

We would like to thank 

Izumi Featherstone, Hazel 

Brown and Dawn Muston 

who supplied us with 

‘refreshments’ on the 

round! 

Due to your generosity we 

raised a wonderful £525 for 

charitable causes.   

£250 was sent to Rainbows, 

£100 to Rotary for their chosen charities, £130 to the Bunny 

Defibrillator Fund and finally £45 to the Church for a real 

Christmas tree, again, for 2020. 

Thank you to everyone who gave so generously and to Rushcliffe 

Rotary for the hire of their sleigh and drivers. 

Hope to see you all again next year! 

Chris Brown 
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

The new Bunny Village Community website is up and running, 

and a significant proportion of the information on the previous 

website has already been transferred over. 

The existing site at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk, which was set up 

and maintained by the Bunny Village History Society, has been 

going since 2003.  

However, since June last year, work has been taking place to 

transfer the information from this site to the new one at 

www.bunnyvillage.org. 

A visit to the new site shows 

the level of material that is 

already on there. 

As you would expect there is 

information about the village 

past and present, including 

details of local groups and 

societies; village records for 

marriages, baptisms and 

burials; and facts about some of 

the key buildings in the village. 

There are agendas and minutes 

of parish council meetings, as 

well as published notices and relevant documents. 

And, of course, you can also read the Bunny Bulletin in glorious 

colour. 

Not all the elements have yet to be transferred over, but this is in 

the process of being carried out. Once everything has been 

completed, the old site will be closed down. 

If you haven’t yet done so, take a visit to see how impressive the 

new site looks.  

Many thanks are due to Adam for maintaining the previous 

website; and to John for establishing and updating the new one.  

Village website takes shape 
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Could glamping be 

The world of glamping could be arriving Bunny – with a plan for 

five pods to be built off Gotham Lane. 

The site, at the junction with the A60, would also have a log cabin 

available to rent along with the glamping pods. 

The application, from Craig Stevenson of Heart Homes Ltd based 

in Wollaton, says the scheme would provide “high end holiday 

accommodation aimed at couples and families”. 

It adds: “The aim is to breathe life back into this woodland which 

had been untended for many years, providing visitors young and 

old with a back [to] nature experience yet still providing luxury 

accommodation.” 

It adds: “The leisure accommodation will integrate within the 

woodland and it is 

intended to promote 

the natural beauty of 

the wood with the 

introduction of local 

woodland flora 

including wood 

anemones, primroses, 

red campion, 

foxgloves, sweet 

woodruff, wood sage 

and ferns.”    

It describes the land 

as “currently 

unmanaged woodland with many dead and overcrowded trees”. 

And, in a note of positivity, the application says the 

accommodation “will be popular with domestic and international 

visitors”- noting that a total of 37.9 million trips were made to the 

UK by overseas visitors in 2018.  

Elsewhere the application says that the woodland floor would be 

cleared of dead trees, and restored by planting native wild 

woodland bulbs including bluebells, crocuses and daffodils. 
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coming to Bunny? 

The pods themselves would be six metres by three metres and 

would cater for two guests, while the log cabin (which would also 

include a reception office in the same building) would be 15.5m by 

6.4m.  

All the 

buildings 

available for 

hire would be 

eco-friendly and 

sourced from 

sustainable or 

recycled 

products. 

There would be 

a park 

manager, 

cleaner and 

gardeners 

employed at the site.  

And a new entrance to the site would be built off Gotham Lane. 

It is expected that the holiday accommodation occupancy would be 

restricted to 11 months per year. 

The application will be considered at a future date by Rushcliffe 

Borough Council. 

 

* The word ‘glamping’ is, as I’m sure you know, a combination of 

‘glamorous’ and ‘camping’, and is defined as ‘outdoor camping with 

amenities and comforts not usually used when camping’. Its first 

usage was in 2005, although it wasn’t added to the Oxford 

Dictionary of English until 2016. Until then, it was the law that all 

camping trips had to involve heavy canvas tents with wooden 

poles, tinned carrots with all meals including breakfast, and a two-

week wait for the tent to dry out on return from your ‘holiday’.   
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BUNNY PARISH 
Notes of the meeting held on November 28 

 

Appointment of chairman 

Coun Featherstone was re-appointed for the meeting. 

 

Casual vacancies 

The clerk advised of a nomination received for membership of the 

council from Mr John Berrisford of Moor Lane and members 

unanimously approved the co-option. Coun Berrisford signed the 

necessary Declaration of Acceptance of Office form and took part in 

the remainder of the meeting.  He was welcomed to the council by 

the meeting and thanked for his interest in becoming a member. 

 

Clerk’s report 

Mobile polling booths. Rushcliffe Borough Council will present new 

dimensions for the box, having published an error on the first set of 

figures. 

Waste disposal facility. Rushcliffe Borough Council have confirmed 

a new waste disposal facility is to open in the Borough, but they 

have yet to state where it is. It replaces the one at Langar. 

 

Items from the public 

Concerns were expressed by members of the public over the 

suggested siting of a children’s swing on the Village Green. There 

were worries that it would create an attraction for teenagers to 

congregate there and cause a nuisance for local residents. It was 

unclear as to whether planning permission was needed if a swing 

was provided and the clerk was to check. One of the residents said 

there would be an objection to any application made.   

The question of the times the school pay equipment was available 

for public use was to be investigated. 

 

Correspondence 

Rushcliffe Borough Council had produced a new code of conduct 

update which they offered to parish councils to consider.  

The council also announced the establishment of its Roots Fund, a 
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COUNCIL MINUTES 
scheme involving the planting of all kinds of vegetables on spare 

plots of land which residents could freely take once they had 

grown. 

An offer from Veolia recycling to provide leaflets on the systems 

and facilities used in Nottinghamshire for dealing with waste was 

to be taken up and 300 leaflets ordered.   

 

Highways matters 

Members discussed the recent flooding incidents on Main Street 

and Moor Lane, which followed 36 hours of intense rain producing 

a normal month’s rainfall in the shorter period. It was suggested 

there was a need to clear out the drains and this was to be pointed 

out to the County Council. Concerns were expressed that Severn 

Trent Water were not meeting their responsibilities on the 

question of flooding. 

 

Concerns were also expressed over the recent road gritting 

operation that had been carried out, resulting in loose gravel being 

spread on to pavements, particularly on Main Street. The position 

was to be reported by the clerk to the County Council highways 

depot.  

 

Planning 

Rushcliffe Borough Council Applications 

19/02400/ful. Mrs S Jeal, 3 The Paddock, demolish conservatory 

and replace with single rear extension. No objection. 

19/02288/ful. Helen Goulding, Keepers Cottage, Loughborough 

Road. Replacement bedroom window on west elevation. Application 

withdrawn. 

 

Finance 

Payment of Accounts were approved as per the circulated list.  

Budget and Precept for 2020-2021. The council considered figures 

presented to the meeting by Coun Featherstone, a report from the 

clerk and a letter from Coun Beckford. A discussion took place in 

respect of expenditure on the village hall where income from 
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hirings only met the building rent payable to the Bunny and 

Bradmore Charities.  

Other expenditure on the hall had to be met from council tax 

income and it was agreed that before further expenditure be 

accepted the views of the Charity on their responsibilities as to 

finance for the building be outlined.  

The chairman would seek their comments at a meeting she was to 

attend the following week. 

After discussion the council agreed on a precept for 2020/2021 of 

£21,900, an increase of ten per cent on the current 2019-2020 

figure. A statement would be given to the Bunny Bulletin 

explaining the reason for the increase and what it would mean to a 

Band D property payment for the 12 month period.  

  

Village Hall 

Members discussed the requirements for a fire and smoke alarm 

system for the hall. The clerk said the Fire Service had suggested 

it would be advantageous to engage a Fire Assessment firm to 

present a report on the legal requirements the council should meet. 

The clerk was asked to obtain pricing for such an appointment.  

 

The question of the provision of the power supply to the hall by 

Eon was discussed. Coun. Rogers outlined the current situation 

and the clerk was asked to seek comment from the supplier in 

regard to the position of withdrawing from the current contract. 

 

The clerk was asked to write to the various businesses in the 

village or providing a service to the village to seek financial 

support towards plans for improvements to the facilities at the 

hall.  

  

Environment and footpaths 

Coun Stubbs outlined what was being considered by the various 

groups in the village for the period of May 8, 9 and 10 next year for 

the VE75DAY commemorations. Various meetings were being held 

by the User Groups and progress was expected in the New Year.  

 

* Please note January’s parish council meeting scheduled for Thu 

Jan 16 is now on Thu Jan 30, at 7.15pm in the Village Hall.  
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CRIMES IN DECEMBER 

KEYWORTH 

 

3rd Damage caused to house window in Manor Road 

5th Side window on unattended car smashed in Croft Road 

6th Outdoor Christmas lights damaged and stolen on two 

 occasions in Selby Lane 

12th Vehicle entered by force 

and items stolen in Lyncombe  

 Gardens 

14th Outdoor Christmas tree 

 and lights damaged in 

 Lilac Close 

26th Food items stolen from 

 shop in The Square  

 

 

TOLLERTON 

 

12th Vehicle entered overnight  in Sedgley Road 

13th Insecure vehicle entered and property stolen in Sedgley 

 Road  

 

 

WILLOUGHBY-ON-THE-WOLDS 

 

11th Theft of mobile phone from bag in London Road  

 

 

There were no crimes reported in Normanton on the Wolds, 

Stanton on the Wolds, Clipston on the Wolds, Widmerpool, 

Plumtree or Thorpe in the Glebe. 

 

Details for crimes in Bunny, Bradmore, Costock, Rempstone, East 

Leake and Normanton on Soar were not provided by police.   



20 

Wish You 
Were Beer 

So last month I started my foray into Nottingham without much 

success. However, no journey is a wasted one and it was on the 

back of my visit to the Boilermaker that I stumbled across 

somewhere really worth a visit, Peggy’s Skylight.  

Opened in 2018 by a couple of local musicians, this jazz venue is 

something a little different, for Nottingham.  

I must admit I’m not wholly into jazz, or what I had previously 

experienced of it. I always struggle with the improvisation, 

continually trying to pick out a familiar medley which of course is 

not there. Visits to the darkly lit and overly snug Pelican Club 

have always left me a little disappointed.  

What doesn’t help is that the food is mediocre and the bar 

cramped, and invariably after an hour I lose interest in the music 

and need to move on. Don’t get me wrong, I’m know the artists are 

at the top of their game, but it feels like it’s put on for themselves 

or the purists, and not necessarily for the untrained ear. This isn’t 

my only exposure to jazz, but sadly other experiences had forged 

the mindset that other than muzac for elevators and a backing 

track for good conversation, this wasn’t my cup of tea.  

This blinkered view almost cost me an excellent night at Peggy’s. 

My first visit happened to coincide with the interval of a set by a 

London-based artist. Slipping in I approached the bar for a pint of 

Meantime IPA - I hadn’t appreciated that the evening performance 

was ticket only. That was until the doorman, apparently fresh from 

filming Peaky Blinders, put me right and advised that it would be 

£5 per person if we wished to remain for the second half of the set. 

This prompted much rapid debate between my chaperone and me, 

PEGGY’S SKYLIGHT 
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where I positioned my previous strife. Over-ruled I parted with a 

fiver and awaited our fate. Less than three slurps in, a very well 

presented lady took to the stage with a cello, alone. “Here we go,” I 

thought!  

How wrong I was. For the next hour I was blown away by the voice 

and playing of cellist Ayanna Witter-Johnson. She filled the light 

and airy premises with 

bewitching covers and 

original music capturing the 

ears of everyone in the room. 

By far the best value five 

pounds I had spent in a long 

while.  

Obviously, I had to return 

and sample a full evening’s 

entertainment. So I thought 

I’d impress my regular social 

sidekick who happens to 

have a penchant for jazz. I 

pre-booked for a Saturday 

night Meze and Music with 

what turned out to be the proprietor’s ensemble, Me & Mr Jones 

Quartet.  

Reading up on their website, I am still dubious about the jazz 

connection to Middle Eastern food. But I can report that as well as 

being well priced, for sizeable portions, the food is delicious. We 

especially enjoyed the Baklava and Eastern Almond Cake.  

Upon discussing my previous dislike of jazz, my accomplice 

remarked that this might be because it is an intellectual lefty 

thing, pointing out a Che Guevara lookalike in the audience 

(although he could have been mistaken for Romesh Ranganathan 

in a Kangol beret). I countered this by reminding that the once 

Conservative Ken Clarke was known for his interest in jazz. But I 

had to admit defeat when the band struck up a Leonard Cohen 

cover. The quartet were excellent, playing to the audience and 

keeping the mood light and the music enjoyable.  

Absolutely no chance of breaking Leonard Cohen’s record for the 

most suicides at a concert! 
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 3 George Street, Nottingham, NG1 

3BH   
0115 924 0176  

 

https://www.peggysskylight.co.uk/   
The trusty 

Kinch 9  

Usually open Wednesday to Saturday midday to midnight, and 

Sunday midday to 9pm.  

Of course I’d highly recommend going to Peggy’s. Book a table, you 

don’t have to eat, you can snack or just have a drink (2-4-1 

cocktails 5-7pm). The music has changed my preconceptions of jazz 

and I can’t wait to go back again! 

VE Day - 75th Anniversary 

It’s not too long now until the 75th anniversary of 

the end of the Second World War in Europe, and 

residents are being asked to keep two dates free 

to mark the occasion. 

On the actual day itself, Friday May 8, there will 

be a commemorative event locally at 3pm - the 

time Winston Churchill officially announced the 

end of WW2 in Europe. 

And on Saturday, May 9, there will be a village 

event, also at 3pm. More details to follow on both 

events.  

Nationally, pubs are being asked to take part in a toast to the 

heroes of WW2 at 3pm on the Friday - which is a bank holiday - 

while church bells will ring out at 7pm the same day. 

And on Sunday May 10, church services of celebration and 

commemoration will take place across the land at 10.30am, to 

celebrate the peace we share today and remember those who lost 

their lives or returned home wounded.  
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BUNNY C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Happy New Year to all the Bunny Community. We kicked off the 

New Year with a really positive start by welcoming Oscar Harvey 

from Boots ‘We Feel Good’ to deliver workshops to all the children 

from Reception up to Year 6.  

The core focus of the day was centred on the importance of self-

belief and empowering yourself and the community to feel good and 

do good. In the workshops, the children focused on what positive 

affirmations are, the effects these can have and how best they 

themselves can promote positivity and inclusivity in their school 

and wider community. 

December was full of Christmas festivities and the Nativity 

Performances were well attended by parents and other family 

members. The children all performed exceptionally well and the 

singing was excellent. Thank you to all those who came and 

supported their child/children and the school.  

Donations collected following the two productions totalled just over 

£140 so thank you once again for your generosity. The work of 

FOBS is exceptional and they continue to fund raise all year round. 

Thanks to FOBS we now have a brand new screen / projector 

installed in the hall. This will enable children to watch videos and 

access educational programmes throughout the year. Thank you 

very much to Bunny residents for supporting FOBS. 

 

On January 15th the 

Young Voices Choir 

visited the Genting 

Arena to perform as 

part of a combined 

school choir. This was 

certainly a highlight 

of the academic year 

as some of our 

children performed in 

front of a large 

audience in a sold-out  

arena.                                                                                   Mrs Anelay 
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The Lunch Bunch will meet on 13th  

February at 12 noon at the Village 

Hall. 

The menu will be: Fish, chips and peas, 

followed by chocolate sponge with sauce 

and ice-cream. Coffee or tea. £3.00 

Book your place by ringing Jan by the 10th Feb. on 9841570 if you 

didn’t sign up at the last meeting. 

SAVING LIVES 
 

At long last the Defibrillator Fund Group is pleased to announce 

that the HSBC Bank Account is up and running. Now if you wish 

to donate you have three options: 

 

Option 1 

www.gofundme.com/f/bunny-defibrillator-fund 

 

Option 2 

HSBC Bank Account 

Name: Bunny Defibrillator Fund 

Sort Code: 403519 

Account No: 01863398 

 

Option 3 

Cash donations are also welcome and can be given to any of the 

following: 

 

Ben and Kelly Lowe, 204 Loughborough Road  

David Beckford, 2 The Paddock  

Chris Brown, 36 Main Street  

Lynn & Catriona Hind, 17 Moor Lane  

 

Please think seriously about donating to this worthwhile cause. 

 

Chris Brown 

http://www.gofundme.com/f/bunny-defibrillator-fund
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NORBURY NATTERS 

Resisting any temptation to comment on national politics, 2019 

turned out to be a significant year, for good or ill for the village. 

 

Parish Council Renewal 

All organisations benefit from periodic renewal and the Parish 

Council is no exception. May saw the retirement of longstanding 

members Chris Brown, Pete Pearson, Douglas Kerr and yours truly. 

It was good to see that, with one notable exception, their 

replacements are all under 50. So they have many years of service 

ahead of them. 

 

Super School SATS 

Well done to everyone at Bunny School  for the super SATS results. 

Another reason to be proud of our community 

 

BIG 

The creation of BIG has been one of the success stories of the year. 

Much thanks go to Pete Pearson for suggesting the idea and all the 

volunteers for their work in helping to improve the village. 

 

Roads 

After years of pressing, the majority of the A60 was resurfaced, 

although the lack of work at the junction of the A60 and Keyworth 

Lane was disappointing. The work went relatively smoothly and the 

village gained considerable  interest from the media over the HGV 

diversion route. A case of ‘do not let the facts get in the way of a good 

story’ but good publicity for Bunny. The resurfacing of the side roads 

was more of a saga, with delays due to bad weather and a suspicion 

that it may have been partly the cause of the flooding on Moor Lane. 

 

Glamping planning application 

Notts. CC  finally sold the area of woodland on the corner of 

Loughborough Road and Gotham Lane. The new owner has 

submitted an application for a lodge and some glamping units. It was 

understood that trees were subject to a Tree Preservation Order and 

it will be interesting to see Rushcliffe’s reaction to the proposal given 

the prospect of housing on the adjacent brickyard site. 
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Date  Time Event  Place 

      

4 Tuesday 10.00am Toddler Group Village Hall  

  7.30pm Church Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's 

4 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day  

  2.30pm Chat in Church St Mary's 

6 Thursday 7.00pm Community Choir Village Hall  

7 Friday 7.00pm Church Choir Practice St Mary's 

11 Tuesday 10.00am Toddler Group Village Hall  

  7.30pm Church Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's 

12 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

  7.30pm Gardeners Village Hall  

13 Thursday 12.00pm Lunch Bunch Village Hall  

 Thursday 7.00pm Community Choir Village Hall  

14 Friday 7.00pm Church Choir Practice St Mary's 

17 Monday   Bulletin Deadline 

  7.30pm WI: NHS Blood and transplant Bunny Hall 

18 Tuesday 7.30pm Church Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's 

19 Wednesday  Blue & Green Bin Day  

  2.30pm Chat in Church St Mary's 

20 Thursday 1.30pm Mobile library Hilltop Convent 

  2.05pm Mobile library Church View 

VILLAGE DIARY FOR FEBRUARY 
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  2.05pm Mobile library Church View 

  7.00pm Community Choir Village Hall  

  7.30pm Parish Council meeting Village Hall  

21 Friday 7.00pm Church Choir Practice St Mary's 

25 Tuesday 10.00am Toddler Group Village Hall  

  7.30pm Church Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's 

26 Wednesday  Grey Bin Day  

27 Thursday 7.00pm Community Choir Village Hall  

28 Friday 7.00pm Church Choir Practice St Mary's 

29 Saturday 10.30am Open Church & Book Sale St Mary's 

VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS 

 

Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm) 

Small hall only: £4 per hour 

Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour 

 

To book, please contact Andrew Featherstone on 

07397 189535 or 0115 98 4646 

Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com  

Derek’s Tours  
Date TBC: Visit the Potteries, making a pot at Emma 

Bridgewater with lunch, Wedgwood etc. 

Interested? Contact Kath on 07825 496783 

or 0115 937 4296  or e-mail kathleenoakley1@gmail.com 

mailto:Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com
mailto:derekstoursok@gmail.com
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It was good to meet up again after a 4 week break when we were 

pleased to welcome back Rhiannon and to meet Joy from East 

Leake, a potential new member. 

After a quick catch-up on who had caught what over Christmas and 

New Year (and how much weight had been gained!) we plunged 

into some warm-up numbers and then Jane introduced us to four 

new, and very different, songs. They all have their challenges but, 

if you want some idea of the real killer, just Google https://

youtu.be/3AT07v9V4-w. 

So far we have two events to look forward to in 2002. Firstly our 

part in the village celebrations of the end of World War 2 in Europe 

(Friday May 15th to Sunday 17th) and secondly the Ruddington 

Big Sing on Saturday June 6th.  

Who knows what else may crop up? 

 

Dates for February 

 

Thursday January  30th - 7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny Village Hall 

Thursday February  6th - 7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny Village Hall 

Thursday February 13th - 7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny Village Hall 

Thursday February 20th - NO CHOIR THIS WEEK 

Thursday February 27th - 7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny Village Hall 

 

If you want to give us a try, your first session is free. 

 

TO FIND OUT MORE -  RING KATE ON 0115 9847090  

kate.m.hunt@outlook.com 

BUNNY VILLAGE COMMUNITY CHOIR 

 

 

https://youtu.be/3AT07v9V4-w
https://youtu.be/3AT07v9V4-w
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fih.constantcontact.com%2Ffs077%2F1102390657491%2Fimg%2F124.jpg%3Fa%3D1108293783193&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Farchive.constantcontact.com%2Ffs077%2F1102390657491%2Farchive%2F1108293783193.html&docid=NwmVMul
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=x-raw-image%3A%2F%2F%2Fc4c20a5e84f35ba4cb81d5ba4d1189d008d237c37af3ecec2ee4d551d1d16358&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stjohnsnaz.org%2Fnews%2F2017-10-messenger.pdf&docid=DMwGlin-qdGLdM&tbnid=pFvzhF4KwsTKEM%3A&vet=12ah
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Garden and Allotment Diary: February 

Hopefully we will get a glimpse of the arrival of Spring as the 

month goes on.  The soil begins to warm up around the middle of 

February and we should see the buds beginning to swell on fruit 

trees and bushes. 

 

Sowing and planting. It is safe to think about sowing the seeds 

of early vegetables towards after the middle of the month. You can 

sow spring onions, early carrots and early types of lettuce in 

prepared seed beds. It is also a good month to plant out garlic and 

shallots. Garlic cloves should be planted about two inches deep, 

and leave shallot bulbs just at the soil surface. If the birds pull any 

out, plant them again as soon as possible. 

 

Check over any fruit trees for signs of damage or disease  and 

take appropriate action if necessary. Complete any outstanding 

winter pruning of soft fruit bushes.   

 

Check the chitting potatoes and begin to rub off any unwanted 

eyes leaving three or four well-spaced shoots. Make sure the 

potatoes do not get too cold as you do not want to run the risk of 

losing them at this late stage. Also check your stored produce as it 

will begin to wake up after its winter dormancy and start to 

regrow. 

 

As we are heading towards the planting season for most 

vegetables, begin to get the soil ready for sowing and planting. Dig 

the soil over and pull out any weeds that have started to show 

their heads. The next few months are going to be busy ones so the 

more preparation you can do now, the easier it will be for you.  

 

Cathy Clark 

 

Would you like an allotment?  Plots are currently available.  

Please contact Cathy on 07803 004582 or Sheila on 9213783. 
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BUNNY ALLOTMENTS AND LEISURE    

Our AGM was held late November last year and was reasonably 

well-attended. A number of issues were raised and discussed, and 

members were pleased with the progress being made on some key 

projects.  

The new car park has gone very well to plan and should be in use 

some time during Spring (weather permitting), occupancy of plots 

is at a good level - particularly for the size of our village - and 

compares well with other areas. Most plots are kept in good order, 

which keeps the site looking attractive to visitors and villagers in 

general. 

The meeting voted and returned the Committee unchanged, which 

is as follows: 

 

Chairman – Phil Brooks 

Secretary – Cathy Clark 

Treasurer – Sheila Walker 

Members – David Brown, Marilyn Parker, James Madison,       

Lizzie Towers, Phil Read, Ann Robinson   

 

If anyone would like to know more about the allotments then feel 

free to speak to any one of the above who will be pleased help you. 

 

Earlier in the year two plot-holders (Phil Read and Richard 

Michalak) provided and fitted a number of bird boxes throughout 

the site. Early results are very promising and on checking the 

boxes early this month they found the following: 

 

3 boxes had been nested in 

3 used for roosting 

2 attacked by woodpeckers or squirrels 

2 with no activity 

 

The owl box is being used by a Tawny Owl. 

Additionally they have used a couple of old pallets to create a ‘bug 

hotel’ (invertebrate habitat) at the far end of the new car park.  
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This is very encouraging work and we will keep you informed with 

the progress in the next allotments update later in the year. 

 

As we all know it has been an incredibly wet Autumn and Winter 

and though we haven’t had it bad compared to some parts of the 

country we have endured some problems.  

The main route 

through the 

allotments has 

been saturated 

resulting in 

severe damage 

which will 

require 

considerable 

work to repair 

it.  

Because of this, 

after 

consultation 

with the Parish 

Council, we 

have placed an advisory notice asking walkers to avoid this route 

whenever possible; needless to say when conditions improve we 

will remove this notice.  

Winter digging for many of us has been significantly delayed and 

with some improvements to the weather we are now urgently 

trying to catch up. The weather can always be relied upon to keep 

us on our toes!  

   

Take up of plots for 2019 was good and renewals for 2020 have now 

been sent out – at the time of writing we had just four vacant plots. 

If you have any interest or know someone who has then you can 

contact Cathy (9843869), or Sheila (9213783). 

   

Phil Brooks 

 GARDENERS ASSOCIATION 
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BUNNY AND DISTRICT GARDENERS 

Meetings resume on Wednesday, February 12 at 7.30pm in the 

Village Hall, with a return visit by Karen Gimson. 

Her previous visit was sadly marred by technical gremlins on our 

part. This time her subject is potatoes.  

 

Visitors are welcome, £3 on the door. 

I collect PLASTIC BOTTLE TOPS 

ultimately for the Dove Hospice Day 

Centre. Any plastic tops will do - milk, 

bleach, hand cream, shampoo, water, 

coffee, any you can think of as long as it 

is plastic and not trigger sprays.  

The specific recycling centre (with Gift 

Aid) pays £95 a ton which is given to the hospice. Apart from the 

money, can you imagine the size of a ton of bottle tops going into 

land fill? Bags can be left on the doorstep at 21 Main Street. 

 

Jenny Norbury 

 

I collect USED POSTAGE STAMPS and send them to the 

RNIB. The money realised from the stamps helps to buy and train 

a guide dog. Any stamps you have should be trimmed with 

approximately 1 centimetre of paper around the edge. Please put 

them through my letter box at 29 Main Street. Many thanks. 

If anyone else recycles anything, please write an article for the 

Bunny Bulletin. Anything we can do to stop waste going into land-

fill is beneficial and can provide funds for worthy causes. 

 

Dorothy Pearson 

 

Plastic bottle tops and stamps needed 
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OPEN CHURCH 
 

St Mary the Virgin, Bunny with Bradmore 

Join us for coffee and biscuits on Saturday February 29th

(Leap Day)  from 10.30 a.m. — 12 .30 p.m. 

  

 Jan will have her Jamboree Jams and other preserves, and 

Christopher his bargain second-hand books for sale. 

* There was a meeting of the Rushcliffe 

Villages Security Group  on December 10th 

at Keyworth. The replacement chairman 

agreed that the name of the group needed 

revising and is open to suggestions; also 

that attendance  is open to all interested 

parties, e.g. school heads. Kelly was not 

available, as actively pursuing malefactors. 

 

* A drone deployed by Nottinghamshire Police has  helped officers 

to arrest two men who have now been charged in connection with 

an aggravated burglary in Keyworth. The arrests were the first to 

be made since the operational launch of a new drone team on 

Monday January 6 in a collaboration between Nottinghamshire 

Police and Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service. The arrests 

came after officers were called to an aggravated burglary in 

Fairham Road at around 8.30pm on the same day the new drones 

being launched. It was reported that an elderly woman was 

threatened and assaulted during the incident, during which 

jewellery, cigarettes and cash were stolen from the address. 

 

* Correction to election of NottsWatch Trustees – Dick Wilson has 

pointed out my error in January's Bulletin, in that he was added to 

the board nem. con. 

 

Christopher Paul, Bunny Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

XristopherP@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:XristopherP@yahoo.co.uk
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Neath mossy rotting log 

By winter’s snow-flecked dell, 

In cosy earthen nest      

She cleans each pearl-like shell. 

 

The warming springtime air 

When tiny nymphs will hatch,  

Is for a future day  

When supper she will catch. 

 

For now she dreams of when 

She’ll dine her hatchlings well, 

On grub and tasty mite 

On mollusc and bluebell. 

 

‘Till one dark humid night 

Once nursery nursing’s done, 

As violets scent the air 

They’ll leave her one by one. 

 

Away from brooding care 

Wait pecking beaks and teeth, 

They face uncertain fate 

For most springtime is brief. 

Chris Terrell-Nield 2020 

Earwig ‘O 
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Notes From Bunny Wood 
All is quiet in the winter woodland – at least as far as insects are 

concerned. On less cold days winter gnats may be active, and at 

night male winter moths may be flying, looking to mate with the 

wingless females, but what about the other species?  

Many adult insects die after breeding in summer or autumn. The 

next generation overwinters as eggs, pupae, or inactive larvae, so 

not feeding. However juveniles of species such as Nebria 

brevicollis, one of our most common ground beetles, can hunt even 

in snow. They probably have a form of antifreeze, seen in other 

beetles such as mealworms. 

Some insects do hibernate as adults, but in social wasps and bees 

only the mated queen overwinters. Solitary bees may hibernate in 

hollow stems, and hibernating ladybirds aggregate, normally 

under tree bark or in decaying timber, but a cool part of the house 

or a garden shed will suffice. Peacock, brimstone and red admiral 

butterflies hibernate hanging upside down (I have seen them in 

caves). These plant feeders have an increasing problem with 

warming winters. Unusually mild conditions such as in January 

2020 can stimulate hibernators to become active, which can be 

lethal if they can’t feed to replenish the stored energy needed to 

survive until spring. 

Adult earwigs also overwinter, but breed at the same time. 

Recognisable by their characteristic hind pincers there are four 

UK species, with Forficula auricularia the most common. 

Although they have wings, common earwigs are not known to fly. 

The name “earwig” may come from the ear-shaped hind wing, 

rather than a belief that they enter human ears - unlikely, but not 

impossible since they habitually squeeze into confined spaces. 

Unlike most insects, a female earwig is a good mother. After 

mating, males and females can be found in an underground 

chamber. Before spring, the male leaves and the female lays 30-50 

eggs which she tends, licking them with anti-fungal saliva until 

hatching. She then feeds the nymphs, ensuring high survival, until 

they disperse. Earwigs eat decaying plant and animal material, 

but they also feed on flowers, so aren’t always the gardener’s 

friend!  
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CHIRPINGS 
Notes on birds and nature in the garden 

Did you do the RSPB Garden BirdWatch and send in your counts?  

Their photo-key to garden birds certainly helps in recording what 

you have seen, even if you are not sure what to call them.   

Gordon Hamlett writing in the Birdwatching magazine says: “If 

you can name a bird, then great. If you can name it correctly, then 

even better, but the key thing is to enjoy what you are seeing.”  

Being able to name all the 

birds in the world (as some 

twitchers can, in English 

and Latin!) means nothing 

in comparison with 

watching birds going about 

their everyday lives in your 

garden. 

My garden saw a 

memorable flurry of 

activity the other day when 

two male blackbirds who had been visiting singly for a while both 

arrived together.  

They had both moved on from devouring increasingly rotten and 

possibly now intoxicating fallen apples to scrabbling about in the 

generous layer of dead leaves covering much of my borders. Both 

were anticipating 

turning over an 

old leaf or two to 

find the tiny 

creatures which 

had taken up 

residence in the 

warm leafy 

blanket for the 

winter. 

At first it was just 

B
lackcap
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 Bunny Parish Council   

 Name Address Phone 

 John Alldred 42 Loughborough Road 921 2280 

 David Beckford 2 The Paddock 07414 004494  

 John Berrisford Moor Lane  

 Izumi Featherstone 17 Albert Road 984 6466 

 Chris Rogers 11 Victoria Road 07919 593429 

 Steve Stubbs  23 Moor Lane  07843 052914  

 Nigel Sutton 1 The Paddock 07860 899585 

 Maria Webb 30 Moor Lane 921 3561 

 Mike Elliott 19/21 Main Street, 937 6506 

 (Clerk to the Council)   

a stand-off at either end of the lawn – strutting, a bit of wing 

flapping, then back to their respective patches of leaves – until one 

got too cocky and flew at the other.  They ended up with beaks 

firmly gripped together, each tugging the other; it would have been 

quite comical if the birds 

hadn’t been so obviously 

very serious about it.   

After a good minute or 

more they separated and 

the loser stalked away 

with a shrug of his 

feathers, departing in a 

flurry when the winner 

went for him again.  

As we move through winter, watch out for wintering blackcaps and 

chiffchaffs visiting feeders, mahonias or any remaining berries. 

 

Sheila Clark 

C
h
iff
ch

aff
 

———————————————————— 
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Services for Bunny & Bradmore in February 

Epiphany 4 2nd 10.30am Family Service Bunny 

Thursday 6th 3.30pm Messy Church Bunny 

Sunday  

Septuagesima 

9th 9.00am Holy Communion Bradmore  

 9th 6.00pm Evensong Bunny 

Sunday  

Sexagesima 

16th 10.15am Sunday School Bradmore 

Comm. Hall 

 16th 6.00pm Holy Communion Bunny 

Sunday  

Quinquagesima 

23rd 9.00am Holy Communion Bunny 

 23rd 10.15am Sunday School Bradmore 

Comm. Hall 

Ash Wednesday 26th 2.45pm Service with ashes Bunny 

St Mary the Virgin Bunny with 

Bradmore Parish Church  

Churchwardens:   Heather Paul (984 5172)  /  Roy Baker (9211520) 

Incumbent: Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk) 

Answer to question on page 11: ‘His Girl Friday’ 
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Back In The Day 

Our photograph this month is of the Victorian village school room  

- which is now the village hall - in the 1960s. The crowded room is 

full of activity and complete with well-stocked bookcases and even 

a piano.  

It was only in the 1950s that the seniors moved out to a school in 

Ruddington, so it must have been even more crowded before. In 

1946 the school photograph is of 62 children accommodated in the 

main room and the small infant’s room.  

Children had been taught up to the age of 14 in the village for over 

250 years. The heating was supplied by a stove conveniently 

situated next to the teacher. The head teacher was Mr Stone, who 

went on to supervise the move over to the new school which had 

been built across the road. Tragically he died suddenly whilst 

taking some pupils to a sports trial in 1970.  

I wonder how many residents recognise themselves, their children 

or their friends in the picture? 

 

Roger Sewell, Bunny History Society 
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION 
 
ONLINE 

Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk. 

 

DIARY PAGES 

If you are holding an event and would like it included in the 

Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172. 

 

COPY 

E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text 

articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files 

(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be deliv-

ered to Erica at 34 Main Street. 

 

COPY DEADLINE 

Deadline for next edition: Monday, February 17 

Delivery of next edition: Weekend of February 29 / March 1  

  

ADVERTISING 

Enquiries to editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

If you have not received your current issue, contact your local 

distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791. 

 

COMMITTEE 

Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.  

Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791 

Diary Editor & Treasurer:  Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road, 

9845172 
 

Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily 

those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and 

when it is considered appropriate. 

 

Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of 

Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is 

not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission. 

This also applies to articles viewable on the village website. 
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LOCAL GROUPS 
 
 
 Allotments 
 Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582 
 
 Baby & Toddlers 
 Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914 
 
 Bunny Improvement Group 
 Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com) 
 
 Church Bell Ringing 
 Marilyn 0115 9844081 
 
 Church Choir 
 Heather 0115 9845172 
 
 Community Choir 
 Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)  
 
 Fabric Fundraisers 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Friends of Bunny School 
 friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com 
 
 Gardeners 
 Graham 0115 9846253 
 
 Handbells 
 John 0115 9211335 
 
 History 
 Roger 0115 9216596 
 
 Lunch Bunch 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 

 Messy Church 

 Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com) 

 

 Women's Institute 

 Angi 07970 801709  

 angelacharlesworth@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:petepearson44@gmail.com
mailto:kate.m.hunt@outlook.com
mailto:friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com
mailto:joeyhamilton102@gmail.com
mailto:angelacharlesworth@hotmail.co.uk


52 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS   

Bunny Primary School 0115 921 2727 

Church House Surgery, Ruddington 0115 984 7101 

Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington 0115 984 8024 

Crimestoppers UK 0800 555111 

East Leake Health Centre 01509 852181 

East Leake Leisure Centre 01509 852956 

Electricity Loss of Supply  105 

Floodline 0345 988 1188 

Gas Emergency 0800 111999 

Hate Crime Helpline 0800 138 1625 

Keyworth Dental Surgery 0115 937 5828 

Keyworth Health Centre 0115 937 3527 

Keyworth Leisure Centre 0115  937 5582 

Keyworth Library 0115 937 3509 

Leakline & Sewer Problems 0800 783 4444 

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 0115 984 5172 

NHS Direct  111 

Nottingham City Hospital 0115 969 1169 

Nottinghamshire County Council 0300 500 8080 

Police (if crime in progress call 999)  101 

Queen's Medical Centre 0115 924 9924 

Ruddington Library 0115 921 2309 

Ruddington Medical Centre 0115 921 1144 

Rushcliffe Borough Council 0115 981 9911 

South Wolds Academy 0115 937 3506 

Telephone Preference Service 0207 291 3320 

Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth 0115 937 2226 

Village Dental Practice, East Leake 01509 852399 

Village Hall Administrator 0115  984 6466 


