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HOME BOARDING FOR DOGS  

I have been boarding dogs in my home for 12 years now. I 

recently moved to Bunny Hill Top and have a very secure big 

garden.   

I only take one dog at a time so it is very much a one -to-one.  

I have always had a regular little group of dogs, but sadly 

some of the ones who have been with me since the start are 

now passing over Rainbow Bridge.   

My present longest boarder is a black Lab who belongs to a 

local vet. She comes in many times in the year.   

I love walking but like to take the dog and not be taken by 

the dog, so dogs must walk calmly on the lead. The dogs are 

never let off the lead when off my property but have free 

access to the garden.   

For further information and prices I can be contacted by 

email laurelfarm@yahoo.com  or phone 01509 856493. Val.  
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EDITORIAL  
 

ôApril is the cruellest monthõ, wrote TS Eliot, but what did he 

know? He probably never took a walk on a lovely mid -April 

morning through the fields to Ruddington Country Park .*  

Yes, spring is well and truly 

here, and if youõre thinking of 

heading out for a weekend walk 

followed by a cheeky drink, then 

check out our pub reviewerõs visit 

to the Three Crowns in 

Wymeswold.  

Elsewhere in this edition, 

Graham Norbury explains why 

heõs stepping down from the 

Parish Council after 18 years 

(p27), and there are details on 

how to take part in this yearõs 

litter pick (p42).  

There are also tributes to former Main Street resident Sue 

Symonds (p21), and weõve moved up to Victoria Road for the latest 

person to be featured in ôMy Bunnyõ (p24). 

Elsewhere, youõll see the first in an occasional series called, ôWhatõs 

Happening With..?õ in which we try to explain, er, whatõs 

happening with a particular part of Bunny. (The title took ages to 

come up with.)  

This month itõs the turn of the overgrown land just north of the 

school off the A60. But in future editions it could be something 

thatõs been suggested by a reader. So if thereõs a building, piece of 

land, bit of road or anything else that you go past every day and 

think, õI wonder whatõs going on there?õ, then get in touch by 

emailing editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com and weõll do our best to 

find out.  

 

 

* PS If you are a TS Eliot expert, please donõt write in to say that 

evidence suggests he probably did  have a lovely walk near Bunny 

during a visit to Notts in 1936. Nobody likes a smart alec.  

The Editor  
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS  

Housing plans for old football 

pitch are given the red card  

Rushcliffe Borough Council has refused planning permission for 

the development of nine houses on the old football pitch off the 

A60, as featured in the February edition of the Bulletin.  

In a delegated decision published on February 28, the council said 

it had refused the application for the following reasons:  

 

(1) It would be an inappropriate and harmful form of 

development in the Green Belt;  

(2) It would result in the loss of  ôpositiveõ open space; 

(3) The trees on Loughborough Road are protected by a Tree 

Preservation Order, and it couldnõt be demonstrated that 

access to the site would not damage them;  

(4) Access to the site from Bunny would involve a sharp left 

turn, and there would be limited visibility when leaving the 

site.  

 

Bunny Parish Council had objected to the proposal on grounds that 

the development was too big for the site, it would adversely affect 

the landscape and ambience of 

that part of the village, the road 

access would be dangerous, and 

the loss of trees on part of the 

site was unacceptable.  

There were a further 11 

objections from neighbours and 

members of the public, which 

included concerns about the 

safety of schoolchildren using 

the pavement, and the 

propensity of the site for flooding from Fairham Brook.  
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS  

By the time this edition is delivered, the work on the A60 should  

just have finished, if the original timescale of three weeks of 

closures from March 11 have been adhered to.  

Thereõs no doubt that the work has caused a certain level of 

disruption to residents. The Bulletin has received reports of 

drivers having to wait longer than 

expected to get through the 

roadworks to their homes, and 

also of only being allowed to 

access the A60 from one end, even 

if the alternative involves a long 

drive round through Costock, 

Wysall and Keyworth for a 

journey which should just be a 

hundred yards or so.  

Hopefully the works have finished 

on time and we will have seen an end to any disruption.  

Work on A60 draws to a close  

Parking in Ruddington is set to get more difficult from June 

onwards after the county council agreed to impose resident -only 

parking restrictions on two roads in the village centre.  

Charles Street and Parkyns Street, on either side of the library, 

will be for residents only from 8am to 6pm Monday to Saturday.  

Residents had presented a petition to the council on the matter, 

and the county agreed with their views, 

despite 34 objections to the scheme, 

including from Ruddington Parish 

Council.  

There will be a total of four new two -

hour parking bays in Charles Street, 

Parkyns Street and Church Street.  
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Whatõs happening withé. 

Itõs been a full ten years since permission was granted for a small 

driveway to be built off the A60 onto the piece of land which sits 

directly to the north of the Bunny School playground.  

Back then the land was all cleared, and it seemed only a matter of 

time before an application was put in to build a house (or two) on 

the site. But since then - nothing.  

So what is happening 

with this piece of (now 

overgrown) land?  

Can we expect an 

attempt to build on 

there in the near 

future?  

The Land Registry lists 

the owners of the land 

as Peter Frost from 

Derbyshire and 

Patricia Annette 

Stansfield from Essex. 

However, they are not 

the owners of the land, only the executors acting on behalf of the 

actual owners - the Thomas Oliver Trust.  

The Bulletin spoke to Peter Frost, who said that, as he is now 84, 

he has recently stepped down from his role as executor, which has 

been taken over by his son Jon Frost.  

And Jon himself said that the chances of an application being put 

in any time were slim.  

òThe land is still classified as Green Belt, and as executors of the 

land we recognise that,ó he said.  

òAt the moment thereõs not really any chance of it being released as 

development land.  

òFrom the point of view of the estate, that would be great.  

òBut I donõt think thereõs a great deal of appetite for it in Bunny at 

the moment.ó 
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The Trust exists, as the name suggests, to manage the remains of 

the estate of Thomas Oliver. There are believed to be a significant 

number of beneficiaries to the estate, although this bit of land is 

the only remaining part of it today.  

David Oliver from Ruddington, whose father was Thomas Oliverõs 

cousin, said the beneficiaries were Thomas Oliverõs nieces and 

nephews. 

It seems, then, a case of waiting until the time is right for the land 

to be used for development.  

But who was the gentleman who left the land for his descendants 

to benefit one distant day in the future?  

Thomas Oliver (1863-1954) was born in Ruddington and moved 

to Bunny in 1903. He was a tenant farmer on the Bunny estate, 

and rented Ivy Cottage in Main Street.  

In 1910, he was one of those who benefitted when Mayor of 

Nottingham Albert Ball bought the whole estate, sold off Bunny 

Hall and Park, and gave farmers the chance to buy both their land 

and their properties at very reasonable prices.  

Thomas bought not only Ivy Cottage, but two farms, and a large 

area of land - including the site which is the subject of this article. 

As time went on, and 

farmers found it hard to 

cope through the 

Depression, he sold off 

most of the land to 

make ends meet. But he 

maintained a full life in 

the village, becoming 

not only the choir 

master but a trustee if 

the Bunny Charities.  

He continued farming, 

including keeping some 

sheep on the golf course 

....this land off the A60?  

Ivy Cottage, Main Street  
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at Stanton -on-the-Wolds so that he could get a game in when he 

went to tend them, until the start of the Second World War, and 

died at the age of 91.  

Given the times he lived through, itõs perhaps no surprise that his 

personal life was tinged with tragedy.  

He married Lilian in 1888 and their only child, Philip, was born 

the year after. Sadly, Philip was severely gassed in the First World 

War and later developed TB. Despite moving to Madeira for health 

reasons, and later to South Africa and back home to the sea air of 

Skegness, Philip died in 1931 at the age of 41.  

Lilian died in 1939, but three years later Thomas married for the 

second time, when he was 79.  

His new wife was Ida, a teacher from Sheffield who had been sent 

to Bunny with ten schoolchildren who were billeted at Ivy Cottage 

following their evacuation from the Steel City.  

The children only stayed 

a few weeks before 

returning to their homes 

on the assumption 

(tragically wrong, as it 

turned out) that they 

would be safe there.  

Ida, who was 50 when 

the couple married in 

1942, would go on to 

outlive Thomas by more 

than 40 years. She 

stayed in the home they 

had shared and was 

responsible, after a long 

campaign, for getting the 

travelling library to visit Bunny. She died at the age of 101 at a 

home in East Leake in 1993.  

Thomas, his first wife Lilian, second wife Ida, son Philip, and 

daughter -in -law Edith are all buried in the graveyard at Bunny 

Church.  

 

With thanks to Bunny History Society for information provided on 

the life of Thomas Oliver.  

The family plot at Bunny Church  
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CRIMES IN FEBRUARY  

BUNNY  

 

23rd  Drive off from petrol station in Loughborough Road   

 

BRADMORE  

 

25th  Attempted burglary at industrial site in Pendock Lane  

 

KEYWORTH  

 

5th  Windscreen on vehicle damaged in Debdale Lane  

5th  Car window smashed in Franklyn Gardens  

7th  Damage to door lock in Debdale Lane  

11th  Goods stolen from shop in The Square  

14th  Scratch to car paintwork in Manor Road  

14th  Theft of gate in Debdale Lane  

17th  Secure vehicle stolen in Intake Road  

18th  Theft of meat from shop in The Square  

18th  Tyres on car slashed in Beech Avenue  

25th  Goods stolen from shop in Nottingham Road  

 

There were no crimes reported in Costock or Plumtree.  

The Rushcliffe South Villages Security Group is 

due to meet on April 6 to discuss with the police 

how well they are managing against all odds.  

I plan to be there and broach the following 

problem. Lead has been stolen from the roofs of 

five churches in Leicestershire in the space of four 

weeks: St Leonardõs, Holwell; St Maryõs, Thorpe 

Arnold; St James, Ab Kettleby; St Helenõs, Plungar; St Denys, 

Goadby Marwood. These are all close to the border of Rushcliffe 

and should put us on our guard against such threats to our 

beautiful church.  

Christopher Paul, Bunny Neighbourhood Watch Co -ordinator  
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BUNNY PARISH 
Notes of the Parish Council meeting of February 21.  

 

Clerkõs report on previous meeting business 

* Andrew Featherstone will act as the Village Hall Administrator.  

* Election papers would be available the following day and must be 

delivered by hand by 4pm on April 3.  

* The Clerk was working on the production of revised Standing 

Orders, Financial Regulations and Declarations Of Interest rules 

to be available at the May meeting for confirmation in June.  

 

Correspondence  

* Rushcliffe BC had written regarding the appointment of tree 

wardens. No decision was taken.  

* Age UK had asked for a grant, but members felt unable to assist.  

* The Chairman would attend the Parish and Town Council Forum 

on March 12.  

* Via had written regarding the A60 road works, involving night 

closures. It was accepted that there would be some disruption, but 

the result would be long -term improvements.  

* Bunny and Bradmore Charities had advised of a rent increase for 

the Village Hall as allowed under the terms of the lease.  

* Work was progressing on the creation of a new village website.  

 

Planning  

* The Hollies, Moor Lane. Change of use of workshop to form part 

of dwelling house, demolition and replacement of workshop roof, 

demolition of conservatory. Replacement with two -storey side 

extension and entrance porch. No objection.  

* The Chairman reminded members that the provision of paper 

copies of applications would cease shortly and that they would 

need to be accessed online. 

 

Village Hall  

* The Chairman reported on a meeting of the Advisory Group and 

that a further meeting was planned for May.  
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Environment  

* It was agreed after discussion to contribute £500 towards the cost 

of the tree work on the school playing field on the grounds that the 

field was open to the public in the evenings, at weekends and 

during school holidays. This was considered to be a one -off 

payment and there could be no guarantees of payment for future 

work.  

* Cllr. Chris Brown reported on the CPR training, the possible 

purchase of a defibrillator, and contact had been made with EMAS. 

It was agreed to go ahead with further discussions.  

* It was reported that three extra copies of the Tour of Britain book 

had been produced at a cost of £30 per copy.  

* Cllr. Pete Pearson reported that the Bunny Improvement Group 

had identified a number of tasks for the volunteers  

 

Footpaths  

* The Clerk was to contact Notts CC regarding the diversion of the 

footpath leading to Bunny New Wood.  

 

Village Survey  

* It was agreed to defer further discussion in the absence of Cllr 

Izumi Featherstone.  

COUNCIL MINUTES  

Bunny Parish Council    

Name Address Phone 

Graham Norbury  21 Main Street  984 6253 

(Chairman)    

Pete Pearson 29 Main Street  921 3213 

John Alldred  42 Loughborough Road  921 2280 

Chris Brown  36 Main Street  921 1791 

Maria Webb  30 Moor Lane  921 3561 

Douglas Kerr  Orchard Lodge, Keyworth 984 7495 

Izumi Featherstone  17 Albert Road  984 6466 

Mike Elliott  19/21 Main Street, Keyworth  937 6506 

(Clerk to the  Council)    
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aŀȅ-ǝƳŜ aŜŘƭŜȅ 
.ŀƴƪ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ aƻƴŘŀȅ  

сǘƘ aŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ нǇƳ-рǇƳ  

{ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ .ǳƴƴȅ 

 

 

 

Music from the  Sirocco Saxophone Quartet, 
Syzygy Folk and  French Café Music, 

Bunny Village Community Choir and more! 
 

9ƴƧƻȅ ǘǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƻ ƘƻƳŜ-ƳŀŘŜ 

ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǾŜ /ŀŦŞΦ 
 

Home- made preserves.  
 

Plants for the flower 
and vegetable garden. 

 

Greetings Cards 
 

Second -  hand books. 
 

and  -  IDWIDY  
(I Donõt Want it -  Do You?) 

 

9ƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ϻм 
!ŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ CǊŜŜ 
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Sue Symonds (resident of Main Street in Bunny from 1993 to 2011) 

passed away peacefully on February 12, 2019.  

Sue was born in 1934 in Adelaide, South Australia, and her early 

childhood was spent in Burra, a small country town in South 

Australia, where her father was the local chemist. She attended 

university there, qualifying as a pharmacist.  

After marriage and the birth of their first son, the family travelled by 

sea to the UK. They spent the next four years living and working in 

Liverpool. They then returned to Adelaide for a further five years 

before being persuaded back 

to UK in 1972, via a brief time 

in Cardiff, to Attenborough, 

where her husband joined the 

new Medical School at the 

University of Nottingham and 

to work at the new QMC.  

The family had by then 

increased to four sons, and it 

was not until the youngest 

was settled in school that she 

took up her pharmacy career 

again. For thirteen years she worked part -time for Boots the 

Chemists in stores throughout the county.  

In 1993, following her divorce, she moved to Bunny and made a 

complete career change, returning to university to study first for an 

MA and then, in 1999, she was awarded a PhD in Sociology. Her 

thesis was based on her experiences in pharmacy.  

Sue talked fondly of her years living in Bunny, where she made many 

friends and became an active local community member. She 

celebrated her 65 th  and 70 th  birthdays with memorable parties in the 

Rancliffe Arms and the village hall respectively.     

In November 2011 she made a permanent move back to Adelaide to 

be closer to her four sons and their families (nine grandchildren) all of 

whom had decided over a number of years to relocate Down Under, 

but all remember many happy times with mum at 30 Main Street.   

          

Tom Symonds (tom.symonds@iinet.net.au)  

Sue Symonds (1934 -2019)  
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Wish You 
Were Beer  

òMy White Horse  shall chase the Bull , 

And make the Three Crowns  fly,  

Turn the Shoulder of Mutton  upside down,  

And make the Fox  to cry,  

My White Horse shall smash the Gate , 

And make the Windmill  spin,  

Knock the Hammer and Pincers  down, 

And make the Red Lion  grin.ó 

 

Accounts of Inns in Wymeswold can be traced back to 1380 from 

historic crime records (yes, this is Leicestershire), but there is no 

cast-iron evidence that the village ever had ten licensed premises 

all at one time. Censusõ from the early 1900s record seven, and a 

doggerel, published in 1915 (above), speaks of nine. Not bad for a 

population of circa 700 at the time.  

Today the village has just three remaining, for roughly double the 

number of residents. I am pleased to report that all are well worth 

a visit; for foodies the Hammer & Pincers provides excellent wallet -

shredding posh nosh, and the Windmill will serve up smart 

culinary pub dishes in cosy surroundings.  

But with the weather set fair, and a short drive from Bunny, I find 

myself between innings and looking for a drinks break. So I push 

on to what is thought to be the oldest of the remaining temperance 

defying pavilions, The Three Crowns.  

Bought in 2016 by two Nottinghamshire cricketers, Harry Gurney 

and Stuart Broad, the pub has come into bat with new whites and 

a well -prepared wicket. From my maiden visit I find the locals are 

THE THREE CROWNS, WYMESWOLD  

23 

welcoming, and I am bowled over to see some fine ales on tap along 

with the usual crowd pleasers. The scoreboard presents a good 

spread to nibble at, but due to stiff local opposition blocking out, 

this watering hole is trying to attract a different audience.  

With a focus on sport, this pub covers most major events on the 

box, albeit in a 

relaxed informal 

atmosphere.  

Outside, to the rear, 

you can retire to the 

terrace, which is 

popular to get oneõs 

eye in, especially 

during the February 

sunshine. In the 

outfield, towards the 

boundary, there is 

even a petanque 

pitch for those 

wanting a run out. 

At the end of my session, I can record that this establishment is 

neither a belter nor pie -chucker, but a fine all -rounder.  

So, if wishing to hold up an end of a bar, looking for a full pint, 

loosener, pair or five -fer, then I can declare the Three Crowns as 

an orthodox pad that will appeal to most gentlemen and players.  

 
45 Far St, Wymeswold, Loughborough LE12 6TZ   

 
https://threecrowns.thecatandwickets.com/   

 
01509 880011  

 
Nah  

 35mins (5.5 miles) avoiding A60 via Wysall   

 10 mins  
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MY BUNNY  
Every month a Bunny resident tells us about their life 

in the village. This monthé..Kate Nielsen  

How long have you lived in Bunny?  

We moved to Bunny at the end of 2012, just over six years ago. We 

moved just before my daughter was born, and completely 

renovated our house. It was the quickest renovation ever, as I had 

set a strict deadline!  

 

Where do you live?  

We live on Victoria Road, 

backing onto the 

allotments.  

 

What made you decide 

to move to the village?  

We had wanted to move 

somewhere more rural for 

some time.  

We lived in Beeston before 

Bunny but wanted 

somewhere with a bigger 

garden, more space and 

nice views, within South 

Nottinghamshire.  

The criteria was to be able 

to walk from our front door straight into countryside, but not too 

far from the town centre.  

After a few post -Sunday lunch walks from the Rancliffe, we 

thought Bunny seemed nice, so when we saw this house on the 

market it caught our eye, particularly as we like a project.  

The house has an attic room and the view from that room decided 

us. I work from home, and it makes a very nice view from the 

ôofficeõ. 
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What are the best things about living in Bunny?  

When I asked my five -year-old this question she said, ôOur lovely 

neighbour Debbie, and her dog,õ which I have to say I agree with! I 

think the community as a whole is very friendly, and weõve met 

some lovely people here since we arrived.  

Weõve made a lot of good friends in neighbouring villages too, there 

is a lot going on in the area which we really enjoy.  

We also enjoy the proximity to West Bridgford and the city, so 

although we are in the countryside, itõs within easy reach of good 

places for shopping and restaurants. The proximity of the school is 

also very helpful in managing my ôwork /schoolõ balance. And of 

course, the lovely pub!  

 

And the worst 

things?  

The busy road in the 

middle of the village 

can be noisy at 

times, especially 

walking along it to 

school in the 

mornings.  

Although as a 

runner, Bunny Hill 

sometimes feels like the worst thing about living in Bunny!  

 

What has surprised you about living here?  

I was surprised how much there is going on in this area, not just 

Bunny but also the surrounding villages. There always seems to be 

something to do, and more activities than we have time to join in. I 

thought I might miss the amenities of a town when we moved here, 

but there is plenty to keep us busy on our doorstep.  

 

If you could make one addition, what would it be?  

Some classes in the village for adults might be a nice addition, 

exercise sessions, or talks on different topics. I went to a 

philosophy talk in the church recently which was really 

interesting.  
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NORBURY NATTERS  

A60 Roadworks completion  

Hopefully, the A60 roadworks will have been completed by the BB 

publication date. However, at the time of writing, most of the day -

time work to repair the drains has been completed and the night -

time resurfacing has begun.  

As I said in my media interviews, the long -term gain should 

outweigh the short -term pain. (On the issue of interviews, no, my 

lack of glasses was not due to vanity, but a request from Caroline 

Moses who thought that they 

made me look sinister ð òNice 

little place you have got here, 

shame if something happened 

to itó.)  

One concern is that improved 

drainage on the A60 in the 

centre of the village could 

exacerbate flooding on Main 

Street as the drains join up at 

the junction with Church 

Street, and a meeting with 

Highways is being arranged.   

 

Local Plan  

The latest on the Local Plan is that the inspector is scheduled to 

report by May and this will be followed by another consultation 

period.  

It is clear that the housing targets for some of the major sites will 

not be met. This puts pressure on the proposed sites such as Bunny 

Brickworks and opens the way for proposals from developers for 

other sites.  

On this note, although the application for nine houses on the old 

football field has been refused, we may not have heard the last of it.  

 

Parish Council Elections  

By the time the BB reaches you there will still be time to be 

nominated for the Parish Council.  

Church Street / Main Street junction  
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If you are interested in doing your bit for the Community, contact  

Mike Elliott our Parish Clerk, or Rushcliffe BC.  

 

Now is the time  

Finally, this is to confirm that yours truly will be not be standing 

in the forthcoming elections for the Parish Council. I have been a 

member since 2001 and Chairman since 2007 and I feel it is time 

to hand over to someone else.  

It has been an honour and a privilege to serve the village and I will 

of course continue to do my bit, including as a volunteer with the 

Bunny Improvement Group.  

It may also mean the end of this column which has aimed to make 

the work of the Parish Council and issues in the village more 

interesting to the reader. However, I hope the editor will indulge 

me by printing the occasional article, possibly under the same 

heading, or under the heading of Norbury Niggles, or Notions.  
    

SOWING, PLANTING, LIFTING AND DIVIDING  
 
Hurrah! After an anxious two weeks, my sweet pea seeds have 

started to sprout and are gingerly poking their noses out of the 

compost. As for the other seeds that I was planning to raise into 

plants for sale at the Fab Fun Mayday Medley on Monday May 6, 

they have yet to be sown - so much for good intentions!  

The weather has been so cold and wet that I have delayed lifting, 

dividing and potting up herbaceous perennials that have outgrown 

their space. However, I am hopeful that March will give a good six 

weeks for divided plants  to establish a good root system.  

Why am I telling you all of this? Well, as a gentle reminder of the 

plea in last monthõs Bulletin inviting gardeners in Bunny to raise 

plants for the plant stall.  We raised £114.50 last year and hope, at 

least, to match that in 2019. So come on Bunny - decorative or edible 

- save some of your plants for the plant stall!  

Kate Hunt  

 
Fab Fun (Bunny Church Fabric Fundraisers) is a secular volunteer group 

that raises funds to help maintain the fabric (roof, stonework, windows, 

doors, floor) of our historic church.  
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Date   Time  Event   Place  

      

2 Tuesday 10.00am Toddler Group  Village Hall  

   FOBS Craft Fair  School 

  7.30pm Church Bell Ringing Practice  St Mary's  

3 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day   

  2.30pm Chat in Church  St Mary's  

  7.00pm Handbells Practice  Almshouse  

4 Thursday  3.30pm ôMessy Churchõ St Mary's  

  7.00pm Community Choir  Village Hall  

5 Friday  7.00pm Church Choir Practice  St Mary's  

9 Tuesday 7.30pm Church Bell Ringing Practice  St Maryõs 

10 Wednesday Grey Bin Day   

  7.00pm Handbells Practice  Almshouse  

  7.30pm Gardeners' Meeting  Village Hall  

11 Thursday  7.00pm Community Choir  Village Hall  

12 Friday  7.00pm Church Choir Practice  St Mary's  

15 Monday   Bunny Bulletin Deadline   

  7.00pm WI  Village Hall  

17 Wednesday  Blue & Green  Bin Day   

  2.30pm Chat in Church  St Mary's  

  7.00pm Handbells Practice  Almshouse  

18 Thursday  12.00pm Lunch Bunch  Village Hall  

  7.30pm Community Volunteer Meeting  Village Hall  

  1.30pm Mobile Library  
Hill Top 

Convent  

  2.05pm Mobile Library  Church View  

  2.30pm Mobile Library  Albert Road  

VILLAGE DIARY FOR APRIL  
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  7.00pm Community Choir  Village Hall  

19 Friday  7.00pm Church Choir Practice  St Mary's  

20 Saturday  9.30am Super Saturday  
Bradmore 

Comm.Hall  

23 Tuesday 10.00am Toddler Group  Village Hall  

  7.30pm Church Bell Ringing Practice  St Mary's  

24 Wednesday Grey Bin Day   

  7.00pm Handbells Practice  Almshouse  

25 Thursday  7.00pm Community Choir  Village Hall  

26 Friday  7.00pm Church Choir Practice  St Mary's  

27 Saturday  9.00am Scrap Metal Collection  School 

  10.30am Open Church & Book Sale  St Mary's  

30 Tuesday 10.00am Toddler Group  Village Hall  

  7.30pm Church Bell Ringing Practice  St Mary's  

      

 Advance   Notices    

      

 Mon May 6  May -time Medley  St Mary's  

 Sat May 11  East of England Singers  St Mary's  

 Fri May 17  FOBS Quiz Night  Bunny School  

 Sat Aug 3  Sixties Sound Concert  St Mary's  

SPOT THE CELEB  
  

Who is this celebrity 

with a special link 

to our village?  

The answer can be 

found at the bottom 

of page 42.  

BUNNY FACT   
  

At the most recent census 

(in 2011), Bunny 

had a population of 

689, living in 278 

different 

households. 
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BUNNY C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL  

Just before we broke up for half term, all the staff attended STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) training with 

all other Rushcliffe Schools as part of our continuing professional 

development program. The feedback from all the staff has been 

really positive and we hope to discuss and implement strategies 

and initiatives throughout the Spring and Summer terms.  

A highlight of March 

was World Book Day. 

The children all 

dressed up as book 

characters and 

participated in a book 

swap during the day. 

Can you identify any 

familiar book 

characters? 

Finally, Tara in 

Chestnut Class was 

inspired to write her 

own poem in English following a study of well -known poems. This 

is her fantastic creation:  

 

Ten Things Found in a Nurseõs Pocket 
 

A humongous bed 

A beeping till  

A pumping stethoscope  

A long bandage 

A small babyõs plaster cast 

A lot of fairy sized plasters  

Some flowing medicine  

Some fixed bones 

A ticking clock  

Some blue gloves 

But mainly a kind heart  

Mrs Anelay  
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CHAT IN CHURCH  
 

St. Mary's, Bunny  

Wednesday April 3rd & 17th  

2.30pm to 4.30pm  

 

Drop in and have a chat, tea or coffee and a piece of  cake.  

BUNNY VILLAGE 

COMMUNITY 

CHOIR  
 

MAYTIME MEDLEY  

 

We do hope that you will be able to 

come to the Bunny Church Fabric 

Fundraisers òMay-time Medleyó 

event on the afternoon of the May 

Bank Holiday (Monday May 6th).   

 

We are busy preparing a variety of numbers for your 

entertainment (and plotting an audience sing -along selection as a 

finale!).  

 

OUR NEXT MEETINGS ARE ON:  

 

Thursday April 4th from 7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny Village Hall  

Thursday April 11th from 7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny Village Hall  

Thursday April 18th NO SESSION THIS WEEK  

Thursday April 25th from 7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny Village Hall  

 

New members are always welcome  

For more information email kate.m.hunt@outlook.com  
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BUNNY ALLOTMENTS RECIPE OF THE MONTH  

This time of year is pretty lean on my allotment, with not much going 

on in terms of crops. My bees, however, are now becoming more 

active. After a winter of mainly clustering in the hive to keep warm, 

foraging flights are becoming more regular as they capitalise on the 

first flowers and blossoms of the season. This is why I have selected a 

honey cake recipe. (Also, honey being one of the only crops from last 

season still remaining in my stores!)  

 

Honey Cake with Lemon Icing  

 

Ingredients:  

100g softened butter  

2 tbsp caster sugar  

4 tbsp runny honey  

2 beaten eggs 

175g self raising flour  

½ tsp baking powder  

1 tsp cinnamon, ground  

1 tbsp water  

 

For the icing:  

250g icing sugar  

60g unsalted butter  

15ml fresh lemon juice  

Small teaspoon of lemon zest  

1 tbsp milk  

 

Preheat the oven to 190C / 375F / Gas mark 5.  

Lightly grease a baking tray or 20cm / 8 inch cake tin.  

Beat together all the ingredients together in a bowl until well mixed 

and of a soft consistency.  

Spoon into the baking cake tin, spread evenly, and bake in the oven 

for 30 minutes until well risen and springy to the touch.  

For the icing, beat all ingredients together apart from the milk. Once 

they are well mixed, add the milk and continue to beat until light and 

fluffy. Once the cake has cooled spread the icing on top.  

 

Would you like an allotment?  Plots are currently available.  

Please contact Cathy on 07803 004582 or Sheila on 9213783  
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The April meeting of Lunch Bunch will be on  

Thurs April 18, at 12 noon in the Village Hall.  
 

(Please note that this is the 3rd Thursday 

in the month, not the usual 2nd.)  

 

The menu will be:  

Moussaka with Greek salad and garlic / 

crusty bread  

Chocolate cheesecake  

Coffee or tea 

 

Please let Jan (984 1570) know by Tuesday April 16 if you wish to 

attend.  

.¦bb¸ ±L[[!D9 

{h/L![ 9±9bLbD 

/ha9 !b5 WhLb ¦{ Chw !b 9±9bLbD hC /I!¢ !b5 
a¦{L/ Lb .¦bb¸ ±L[[!D9 I![[ {!¢¦w5!¸ !twL[ мо 

тΦолta ¢h млΦолtaΦ 
 

¢I9 9±9bLbD L{ ! /I!b/9 ¢h WhLb CwL9b5{ hw a!Y9 b9² CwL9b5{ Lb ! 
w9[!·95 !b5 CwL9b5[¸ !¢ah{tI9w9Σ ¢h /I!¢Σ [L{¢9b ¢h a¦{L/Σ WhLb 
Lb hb ¢I9 v¦L½Σ ! D!a9 hC 5!w¢{ !b5 .LbDh hw 9±9b 5!b/9Σ ¢I9 

/IhL/9 L{ ¸h¦w{Φ 
 

.wLbD ¸h¦w h²b ¢Ltt[9Σ ! D[!{{Σ !b5 ! tL/bL/ LC ¸h¦ 59{Lw9Φ 
All over 15 years of age welcome. 

 
Ã2 including nibbles. 

Unwanted raffle prizes welcome. 
Please note the change of time  
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Friends of Rushcliffe Country Park  

Rushcliffe Country Park is an excellent place for observing nature, 

and birds in particular are an attraction, particularly now that 

spring is arriving.  

Start at the lake, where the winter gulls and ducks are now 

dispersing to their breeding grounds, leaving behind our resident 

mute swans, mallards, little grebes, moorhens and coots.  

Resident song birds such as song thrush, blackbird, dunnock, 

chaffinch and great tit have been vocal since early in the year, but 

these will soon be joined by summer visitors.  

Willow warblers, chiffchaffs, blackcaps, 

whitethroats and reed warblers arrive in 

April and immediately start establishing 

breeding territories, so bird song peaks at 

this time of year, especially at dawn.  

A particularly good place to look and listen is 

Gibbies Wood, across the railway in the 

northern part of the Park, but the woodland 

and hedgerows throughout the park are all worth investigating.  

Listen for the laughing òyaffleó of a green woodpecker, or notice its 

yellow -green rump as it flies away. Or you might hear the tapping 

or drumming of a great spotted woodpecker.  

Swallows and house martins arrive in April and swifts in early 

May, and these can sometimes be seen flying around hunting 

insects, particularly over the lake. Finally, look out for hovering 

kestrels and soaring buzzards overhead, or the occasional hedge -

hopping sparrowhawk.  

Why not join us for our dawn chorus walk on Sunday May 5, 

meeting at 05.45 at the visitor centre?  

The Asian hornet is a dangerous, aggressive predator, capable of 

decimating our honey bees, the world's most important pollinator 

of food crops - and has now been seen in Britain. They have a 

yellow section in the abdomen and yellow tipped legs. If you see 

one, catch it in a jar or with a net, photograph it and send the 

image to alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk.  

Friends of Rushcliffe Country Park Beekeeping Group  
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Here come the birds with a song in mid -air,  

Flying from countries both near and elsewhere,  

Bourne on the wind and the weatherõs set fair, 

Following sun and season.  

 

Weõve been away through the cold and the dark, 

Watching the game in some African park,  

Laughed with hyenas and teased the aardvark,  

Flown over sand and forest.  

 

Now 

 

Winging it home by the moon and landmark,  

Winging it home, to the second of arc,  

Dawn is now breaking, weõre up with the lark, 

Following road and river.  

 

Winging it home thereõs a nest to prepare, 

Winging it home with a mate debonair,  

Weõll raise a clutch with an heir and a spare, 

In the old barn and tree top.  

 
* Note: the rhythm of the poem is based on the Scottish sea shanty 

ôWestering Homeõ written in the 1920s by Hugh Roberton. 

 

Chris Terrell -Nield 2019  

WINGS ON THE WIND  

37 

Notes From The Wood  
Of the 41 bird species recently recorded from the wood, seven are 

summer migrants and two (fieldfare and redwing) are winter 

visitors. In autumn our blackcaps migrate to Spain, Portugal and 

West Africa, chiff -chaffs to the Mediterranean, and spotted/pied 

flycatchers and warblers move to Central Africa. Cuckoos, only 

heard occasionally, overwinter in Central and West Africa. Data 

comes from observation and recovery of ringed individuals.  

In winter there is a lack of food, so migrants move to areas where 

food such as insects and plant products is available. It also reduces 

competition with other species if they stayed.  

Migrants tend not to breed in their winter quarters, so the level of 

competition with their residents is less. In spring birds return to 

northerly breeding areas because there is more food, and more 

daylight hours in which to search for it.  

Migration in juvenile birds is innate. They seem pre -programmed 

with direction, and maintain this using celestial cues (e.g. sun 

compass). Many may use the Earthõs magnetic field. Distance is 

determined partly by an internal clock, and partly by changes in 

perception of light and magnetism as they change latitude. Their 

destination can be generalised, although juveniles will follow 

experienced birds to habitual over -wintering areas.  

Return migration is more complex and often precise, to the same 

woodland, barn or tree, so this involves building a map of the 

outward route and then reversing it. Again, as in the verse, 

celestial cues are used, but nearing the destination landmarks are 

increasingly important. Migrants follow rivers, and (more recently) 

roads, so we describe the River Trent as a migratory flyway.  

Migrants face dangers, from weather, predators and hunters.  

Many, especially inexperienced, birds donõt make it. So it isnõt 

surprising that birds may delay or avoid the winter trip. 

Researchers have found that blackcap are staying for at least two 

weeks longer than in the 1960s (New Scientist, 2016). Delaying 

can allow females to lay an extra clutch of eggs due to a longer 

breeding season provided by changing climate. This compensates 

for migratory loss and the population is increasing.  
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CHIRPINGS  
Notes on birds and nature in the garden  

My garden has become a killing ground. First there was a blackbird, 

intact but very dead, below a window and almost certainly trying to 

escape from another aggressive male and flying into a green 

reflection. He was beautifully glossy, all ready for spring. I gave him 

a decent burial, and so far nothing has dug him up again.  

A couple of days later there was a blackbirdõs wing on the lawn, just 

the wing, nothing more, and no trace of the rest of the bird. A few 

days on again and a large patch of the other lawn was scattered with 

short blue -grey pigeon feathers ð no trace of the rest of the bird.  

Was it the work of a fox, or a sparrowhawk?   

It saddens, and puzzles, me. Why now, all of a sudden?  I guess it is 

not one of the local cats - a plump pigeon is probably more than a cat 

would be bothered to carry. Next morning nearly all the pigeon 

feathers had disappeared, maybe lining for someoneõs nest. 

Then someone tells me there is a very loud bird singing down 

Donkey Lane ð is it a thrush? I grab my 

binoculars and go down to see.  he lane is 

ringing with birdsong, dunnocks darting 

after each other across the roadway, a robin 

somewhere behind the hedge, blue tits 

chirring, and a high, rapid trilling chorus 

announcing a little family group of long -

tailed tits passing through.  

Then I hear it, the loud, insistent, repeated phrases of the thrush, 

but it takes me a long time peering along the treetops to find where 

it is. The notes are quite strident, in disjointed phrases, musical but 

not a symphony, then I hear the repeated òchirry-bimó that confirms 

it is a song thrush, not the bigger, less virtuoso mistle thrush.  

The big fir trees across a garden are silhouetted black against a grey, 

near -sunset sky, and at last, on the end one, I spot a swelling of the 

tip of the topmost branch with a protruding tail pointing nearly 

vertically down. The thrush is sitting on the highest, most open point 

it can find, advertising its presence and its readiness for spring. I 

hope it stays for the summer, and I go home happy.  

Sheila Clark  
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CARDIO -PULMONARY RESUSCITATION TRAINING  

After two very successful CPR sessions we have decided to run a 

third if there is sufficient interest and support. We have been in 

touch with EMAS and received their literature and also been 

contacted by a local doctor who is willing to help us.  

It is important that CPR is taught in conjunction with the use of a 

defibrillator, and that is why we are concentrating on training as 

many people within the village. An hour of your time could save a 

life. If you are interested please contact Chris Brown on 9211791.  

Derekõs Tours  
May 15: Tissington Well Dressings  

Interested?  Contact Kath on 07825 496783  

Or telephone 0115 937 4296  

e-mail derekstoursok@gmail.com  

 

mailto:derekstoursok@gmail.com
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St Mary the Virgin Bunny with 

Bradmore Parish Church  

Services for Bunny & Bradmore in April  

Thursday  4th  2.45pm  School Service Bunny  

  3.30pm  Messy Church  Bunny  

Friday  5th  12.00pm  Stations of the Cross  Bunny   

Passion Sunday  7th  10.30am  Family Service  Bunny  

Palm Sunday  14th  9.00am  Holy Communion  Bradmore  

  6.00pm  Evensong Bunny  

Monday  15th  6.00pm  Holy Communion  Bunny  

Maundy 

Thursday  

18th  10.15am  Holy Communion & 

Supper (bring food)  

Bunny  

Good Friday  19th  11.00am  Quiet Hour  Bunny  

  12.00pm  Way of the Cross for 

Children & Families  

Bunny  

Holy Saturday  20th  8.00pm  Easter Vigil and 

Communion  

Bunny  

Easter Sunday  21st  9.00am  Holy Communion  Bradmore  

  10.30am  Family Service  Bunny  

Thursday  23rd 2.35pm  School Service Bunny  

Low Sunday  28th  9.00am  Holy Communion  Bunny  

Churchwardens:   Heather Paul ( 9845172) & Roy Baker ( 9211520) 

Incumbent: Rev. Tom Meyrick ( rector@ksbb.org.uk)  
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Jack Muston (with some help and with the kind support of TBD 

Morris) is organising a scrap metal drive to raise money for Bunny 

C of E Primary School.  

Please bring your unwanted scrap metal to Bunny School car park 

on Saturday 27 April between 9am and 11.30am.  

Pots and pans, light fixtures, screws and nails, file cabinets, wash-

ing machines, bicycles, lawnmowers, gutters, shovel heads, wheel 

barrows, car parts, metal patio sets, railings, metal shelving, 

plumbing parts are ALL acceptable - but NOT fridges, freezers, 

gas cylinders or anything that contains gas.  

Any queries please contact James Muston: 07768 645379  

 

Bunny and Bradmore Baby and Toddler Group  

All babies and toddlers and their carers are welcome to Bunny 

Village Hall on Tuesdays in term time between 10am and 

11.30am.  

We have toys, a little snack, a chance to 

make new friends and we finish by 

singing some songs. It costs just £1.50 for 

the first child and 50p for any additional 

children.  

If you need to get in touch, please contact Nikki on 07944 687260 

or Steve on 07843 052914. 


